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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The Pub)iflier having been favoured by a 
friend with a copy of the following in¬ 
terfiling Biography, which was printed at 
Calcutta, conceives that it could not but be 
acceptable to this country, which is Jo mate¬ 
rially interfiled in whatever is connq&cd with 
its vaft poilcRions in India. 

' V 

m 

As it is a work which will probably excite 
a very general mtereft, be lias thought it molt 
advifahle to print it in oftavo, whereby it 
could be afforded at conlidcrably Ids than 
half the price of the quarto original. 


lids ms, 

20 th Sept. 1805. 
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OF 

GEORGE THOMAS. 


CHAPTER I. 

Introduction.--"Mr. Thomas enters info the 
Jefvice #f jdppa\andarow t —-Repairs to Delhi. 
—Account of the environs of that city. 

I N the enlightened period of the nineteenth. 

century, when the world abounds in cha¬ 
racters, as diftingutfhed for their abilities, in 
every branch of fcacntific and ufcful know¬ 
ledge, as eminent for their courage and other 
perfotial qualifications, it may afford matter 
for fiirprtfe, that an obfeure individual fhould 
merit the attention of the community. Yet, 
when it is confidcred that the Angularity ot 





MEMOIRS or 


IS 

cha rafter, exhibited in the fubjeft of the pre¬ 
fect memoir, is rendered ftiil more interefting 
by his adventures, his talents, his focceffes, 
and his misfortune, detailed in the following 
Jltects. it may not only form the belt apology 
for the compiler in fubmitting thcic memoirs 
to the public view, but alfo afford feme ufcfut 
miiruftion to the reader. 

J'rom the heft information we could pro* 
cure, it appears that Mr. George Thomas firft 
came to India in a Bntdh Jbip of war, in 
] 7^1-2. His fituation in the fleet was hum- 
bk\ having fared as a quarter mafter, or, as is 
affirmed by ionic, in the capacity of a com¬ 
mon fill or. 

Shortly after lauding in the vicinity of Ma- 
dras, the activity of his mind, overcoming the 
lowlinds of his fituation, he determined to 
quit the fhip, and embrace a life more fui table 
to his ardent difpofitfon. 

His iiril fervice was among the Polvgars to 
the fouthward, where he refided a few years. 
But at length fetting out over-land, he fpirit- 
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CEORUE THOMAS. 

edlv tritVCrfcd the central part ot the Pcnin- 
fula» and about the year 1/S7 arrived at 
Delhi. Here he received a commiffion m the 
jervicc of the Begum Sum roc. This Udy is 
well known in the hiftory of the tranfadUens 
of modern times. Soon, after his arrival at 
Delhi, the Begum, with her ufual judgment 
atul diferimi nation of character, advanced him 
to a command in her army. F rum this period 
his military career in the north-weft oi India 
may be faid to have commenced. 

In various and fueccffivc actions againft the 
Sciks, and others of the Begum's enemies, Mr, 
Thomas, by Kb courage and per fever ance, ren- 
dcred her authority refpcdtablc, By thele 
fucecfTes, he obtained a confirterablc influence 
over the mind of his miftrefs, and was for ibmc 
time her chief advifer and cpnnfellor,* 

• Among other brilliant arts, performed by Mr. Thomas, 
during his so vice with the begum, was the circumstance 
related in the History of Shah Aufem. The Compiler of 
these Memoirs did not know, at the time, that Mr. 
Thomas was the officer who commanded the party. But 
that gentleman, during his residence at Benares, comm’jni- 
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But, unfortunately for the mutual inter- 
efts of both parties, after a residence of fix or 
fiven years, Mr. Thomas bad the mortification 
to find him fill lupplanted in the good opinion 
of the Begum. His authority was a {Turned by 
a more fUCCCfstul rival. 


This conduct in the Begum, exci ting much 
animality and many heart-burnings between 
the two rival commanders, Mr. Thomas re¬ 
vived to embark his fortunes on a different 
femes. He therefore quitted the Begum 
Sumroo, and about 1792 betook him fill to 
the frontier fiat bn of the Britifh army, at 
the poft of Anopfhire. 


Here he waited feverai months, in the ex¬ 
pectation of receiving overtures for employ¬ 
ment from fume of the native powers, tie was 
not deceived in thefe expectations. In the 
beginning of the year 1793, Mr. Thomas, 
being at Anopfhire, received letters from Ap- 

eilCii 3 detail of the affair, which, with a slight variation 
in 1 few particulars, happerfd as is stated in the printed 
work. Sec the History of Shah Atdiim, page 167 , « Xl[ , 



2 t 


A. D. I793-] GEORGE THOMAS. 

pakandarow, a Mahratta chief, conveying 
offers of fervice, and promifts of a comfortable 
provifion. 

To comprehend the nature and ufe of Mr, 
Thomas's fervices at that juncture, it will be 
neccifary to recur to the previous fituation and 
profpcfb of Appakandarow. 

This chief had formerly been himfclf in 
the fervice of Madhajee Set 11 diah, who gave 
him the command at two battalions of infan¬ 
try , railed and diJcipiined by the celebrated 
General Duboigne. In return for Appa- 
kandarow’s fervices, Sclndiah had alio, fub- 
lequently, cn trotted to his management the 
diftricls of Gualier and Gohud. Thde, tor 
feme time, he conducted with Jneeds: but 
having, in the year j 700 , invaded Bundelcund, 
and being unfucccfslul in his operations, he 
was compelled to contract debts to a confider- 
ablc amount. This irregular and improvident 
conduit occafioncd, firth, his removal from 
command, and afterwards, his difmiffkm from 
Scindiah's employ. Of a haughty and im¬ 
patient fpirit, Appakandarow ill brooked this 
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humiliation, and from that time fought, by 
his own exertion, to dtablifh an indepen¬ 
dency. It was at this period he was joined 
by Mr, Thomas, who had with him 250 ca¬ 
valry. chofen men, and of tried valour on fe¬ 
ver a l occasions. 


Thisacccfliou of iorcc was highly acceptable 
to the Mahnitta chief; lie was, at that time, 
unable to keep under iubjectinn ftrvcrai dif- 
tri&s, which, on account of his ill fuccels, had 
rebelled agattift his authority, and withheld 
the payment of their accuftomed tribute. 

Mr, Thomas was now di reeled by Appa- 
kandarow to raife a battalion confining of 
lono men and 100 cavalry. For the mainte¬ 
nance of this force, he aligned to him the 
pergunnas of Thajara, Thopook&ra, and Fc- 
rozeepuor. They are all in the Mawatty dif- 
tricl, iituated to the fouth-weft of Delhi. 
Thofc diftricts had, fome years preceding, been 
in a ftatc of rebellion, nor was Appakandarow 
able to reduce them to fubmiffion. The in¬ 
habitants, when a large force was font again ft 
them, ufually took ftidter in the mountains: 
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but when the force was inferior in numbers, 
by uniting, they proved victorious. With ca- 
valty, like wife, they committed depredations 
in every direction. Theft cxccflcs naturally 
rendered the Mahratta chief anxious of trimf* 
ferring the di finds to any perfon who would 
exert himfelf to prevent their plundering the 
induitrious peailmts. Mr. Thomas’s agree¬ 
ment with Appakatidarow was, that he Ihould 
balance accounts every fix months. 'I'heft 
terms, having been agreed on. as an affurance 
of confidence, he prefcntcd Mr. Thomas with 
two guns, fome ammunition, and a few bul¬ 
locks. 

The nccclTary arrangements having been 
made, Mr. Thomas prepared to march, srtid 
take pofTeffion of the lands aforementioned. 
He was however Hopped by accounts, dis¬ 
patched by Mr. Perron, announcing the death 
of Scindiah. 

The march thus postponed, Appakandarow 
repaired to Delhi to guard again it an appre¬ 
hended commotion 5 n that capital. On their 
arrival at court, Appakandarow, and other 
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chiefs, among whom was Mr. Thomas, were 
honoured with Khilluts, ilmilar prefents were 
likewifc given for Dowlut Row Scindiah, who 
had now fucccedcd to the pofTeffions of his 
deceafcd uncle. 

The mention of Delhi affords an oppor¬ 
tunity of prefenting the reader with an ac¬ 
count of fome remarkable buildings, which 
ftand without the preempts of the new’ city, 
and have hitherto efcapcd the obfervation of 
travellers. They were obtained by the com¬ 
piler of theft; Memoirs during a vifit to this 
celebrated city, in I /(J3, 

We come next to the tomb of Humaioon, 
the fon ol Baber, lecond of the imperial Houfc 
of Timoof, and memorable for a chequered 
life of alternate profperity and misfortune.— 
He died Anno Hejirah 963, and the mauso¬ 
leum was erected by his fon, the famous Akbar, 
on the weftem bank of the Jumna, in the city 
of old Delhi. 

The building is fituated in the centre of an 
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ample terrace, of red ftone, two thoufand feet 
in circumference. 

Upon this terrace fifes the maufolcum of 
folid red ftone. It is of a circular form, iur- 
jnounted by a ftupendous dome of white mar¬ 
ble. Confpicuous from its dimenhons, this 
dome is feen at a great diftanec. Four mina¬ 
rets, of red and white marble, i'upport the ex¬ 
tremities of the building. Thefe are crowned 
with oflagon pavilions ot red ftone, having 
marble cupolas. I judge the height to he 
about a hundred and twenty feet. A winding 
flair-cafe, of red Gone, leads to a terrace, 
which encircles the exterior of the dome; 
hence yon have a noble profped, both ot the 
old and new Delhi. 

The principal room below', is paved with 
large flabs of white marble. It contains the 
fepulchrc of Humaioon, of the common fize, 
but elegantly decorated with chifel work: it 
bears no infection. Adjoining to this room, 
arc other apartments, in which arc interred fe- 
ycral prinedTes of the Houfe of Timoor. 
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L[:on the terrace a fore mentioned are the 
graves oi five princes of the royal family, viz, 
Daniil SlicLcib, wlio was put to death by order 
of his brother Aurungzebe. 2d. Mooizaddeen 
or, Jehanjdar. 3d. Shah Furrukfeir, put to death 
by die Seyuds. .jth. Beedar Bubht. 5th, Azim 
Shah, fou of A11 rungzebe. Near them is the 
grave of the late Emperor, the fecond An) urn- 
gecr. 


About two hundred yards from the maufo- 
leum of Humaioon, is that of the famous Khan 
Khan a ii, prime minifter of Jehaugeer, and fou 
o. the renowned JJyram Khan, memorable for 
contributing, in lb great a degree, during the 
fucceffive reigns of Humaioon, Akbar,%nd 
Jchsngecr, to eftablifh the Hwufe ofTimoor 
on the throne of Hindoftan. The tomb rdem- 
bjes, both in fbape and fize, that of tire Na- 
wauo Suidar Jung. The fine marble cover¬ 
ing however of the dome, as well as the inlav- 
mgsot the minarets, and the gateways, have 
been dilapidated. 


The generous mind cannot without indig¬ 
nation perceive the ravages which the diffc- 
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rent invaders of Hindoftan have perpetrated 
- upon theie magnificent remains of departed 
grandeur. But what fhall we fay ot thole 
now living* who, tor the paltry confideration 
of a few thou fa mi rupees, imp the venerable 
flvrines of the ferwants of their departed M- 
ceftors, and, by robbing the dead of what gra- 
titude or atFedHon.li ad beftowed as a parting 
teftiinony, acquire thereby a partial, and dri- 
graceful opulence ? 

A mile to the fouthward of the new city arc 
the remains of the fort, palace, and mofquc of 
the Pawn emperor, die fir 11 Fero&e. Ttiefc 
ruins embrace a oonfiderable extvnt. 1 he walls 
of the fort arc of immenfe thieknefs, and the 
prodigious quantity of granite, with other 
ft ones, fpread in heaps over the whole ot the 
interior of the inclofure, denote it to have 
been a grand and iplcndid edifice. 

This fort was built Anno He;irah 7 ^ 5 . and 
was destroyed by the Mogul conqueror Timoor. 

• To every one ^ Delhi, it i'- notorious lint a Trace 
of tin’ House of Timoor now living has actually solil ibe 
pKttblc of this tomb, for twenty five thousand rupees. 
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in his invafion of Hindoftan. Toward the 
centre of the place is a building of an ancient 
ftyle, flanked with round pillars, and crowned 
with turrets of three ftories. At the top of 
this building, on an ample terrace of ft one, 
about forty feet in height, is a column of 
brown granite. On this column is an inferip- 
tion, in the ancient charafter before mentioned, 
as difcermblc on the pillar in the fort of Alla¬ 
habad, and compofed of the fame materials. 
This pillar is called, by the natives, Ferozc 
Cot t {ah, the ftaff of Feroze, and from the con- 
ftruftion of the building on which it is placed, 
J fhould conjecture it has been a monument 
of Hindoo grandeur, prior to the irruptions of 
the MufTulmans. Adjoining to the cotclah, 
is a very large building differing lit the ftyle 
of its architecture from thofe mofqucs built 
fiihfcqucnt to the cftablifhment of the Moguls. 
Thismofque is fquurc, has four cxtcnllvc aides 
or chillers, the roofs of which are ft one, and 
-fupported by two hundred and fifty columns 
of Hone, about fix teen feet high. The length 
of the cloifters gives a grand appearance to 
the building. An octangular dome, of ftone 
and brick work, about twenty-five feet high. 
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jifes from the centre of the mofque. In the 
vftfem cloiftcr is a kibla, or niche, in the 
wall, in. the direction ot Mecca* Of this 
mofquc the emperor Timoor took a model, 
and carrying it with him on his return to Sa¬ 
mar can d his capital, accompanied at the fame 
time by artificers and workmen of every de- 
feription, he fhortly after his arrival built a 
magnificent temple. 

In the northern aifle of this mofquc, at the 
upper end, is a fmall window, from which was 
thrown the body of the late emperor the fe- 
cond Allumgecr, who had been afTaffinatcd at 
the mitigation of his vizier Gaziodecn Khan. 
The affiifiins were two Mahomcdan devotees, 
whom he had vifited under the pretext of theif 
working miracles. The body of this unfortu¬ 
nate prince, unburied, for two days lay on the 
fands of the Jumna. At laft it was taken up 
by permifiion of Gaziodeen, and interred in 
the fe pule lire of Humaioon. To me it appears 
that the ftyle of building in this mofque. refers 
to a period in the archite&ure of Hindoftan 
prior to the Mogul conqurtb. The mofquc at 
Pan!put, creeled by the emperor Baber, may be 
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looted upon :i> the model of all the fiicceed- 
ing Mogul buildings, 

COOTTUB MINAR. 

Xinc miles fouth of Delhi is the celebrated 
column, ddignated Coottub Minor, iituated 
near, and deriving that name from the tomb 
oi Rbaja Cuttubadeen. II is difciple, Shemfk- 
deen, of the fimily of Gliazi, ereeled this co¬ 
lumn, Anno Hejirah jja. Shcmladccn de¬ 
igned that this pillar and another limilar one 
Ihould have marked the entrance of a magnifi¬ 
cent mofquc. it was begun upon the ruins 
of a Hindoo temple. Having finifiicd this 
pillar, and parts of the buildings adjacent, 
Shrmfialeen’s premature death prevented the 
completion of a work which would have been 
one of the mod magnificent in the world. 
1 he whole was intended as a monument to 
perpetuate to poftcrity the. triumph of Ma¬ 
homed an ikith over that of Brim ha. The co¬ 
lumn has a molt {lupendous appearance. Con¬ 
ceive a fliaft of fixty feet diameter, compofed 
partly of red iWc, partly of white marble, 
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rifing to the height of two hundred and fifty 
feet. 

Afeending this pillar, relief is afforded by 
four projc&ing galleries of red fane. I aper¬ 
ing toward the fummit, it was crowned with 
an o&agon pavilion. 1 imagine this pavilion 
would have contained at leaft, a dozen pcrfbns. 
Each of the galleries arc moll richly tho* diffe¬ 
rently ornamented. The column is relieved, 
and rendered ftrikingly bold, by convex and 
angular projections. 

Within this grand tower, is a circular (lair- 
calc of three hundred and eight freps of red 
fame. There are, at intervals, landing places 
which communicate with windows, prom 
the o(flagon, on the fummit, the view is ftrik- 
ingly grand. Looking from ftich a height, 
the mind is itnprcflcd with fen (a do ns of admi¬ 
ration and of awe. Infcriptions in fcvcral 
parts, twelve inches in breadth, embrace the 
column. Thefe contain verfes from the 
Koran, in the Arabick chamber. The gal¬ 
leries arc fup ported by fculpturcd ornaments 
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of which the riehnefs is greatly heightened by 
a profufion of frieze work. 


This description of the Coot tub Mtnar, with 
the engraving* flicwing the veftiges of the 
ruins which fur round it, will I doubt not in¬ 
cline the reader to think with me that they 
arc ohjedta to a traveller, perhaps, equally inte- 
retting as any in the world; and through the 
catt are not to be found more imprtflivc me¬ 
morials of its ingenuity, its magnificence, and 
its grandeur. 


* For this t am indebted to the kindness of Lieutenant 
Macdougd, of the engineers, from whose sketch, on the 
spot, it has been engraved. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Mr. T/iffWaf marches towards his tsrw Pergun* 
vahs.—Military operations.—Intrigues of Be* 
gum Somroo.—She is dcpofed.—Death of 
Pivajfo.—Altercation betwixt Mr, Thomas 
and Ajzpdkmdarowj — Occurrences. 

H AVING remained fome time at Delhi, 
it afforded Mr. Thomas the opportu¬ 
nity of recruiting his forces to 700 men ; w ith 
this reinforcement, he prepared for his depar¬ 
ture to the diftri&s which had been afligned 
to him by Appak andarow. 

To the Rccomplilhment of that purpose a 
new obftacle arofe ;—unable to pay his troops, 
they became mutinous, and plundered the ad¬ 
jacent country. This conduct difguftmg Ap- 
pakandarow, produced high words between 
him and Mr. Thomas. The dilpute, after 
much altercation, ended in a compromiic, by 

c 
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which Mr. Thomas received the fum of 14,000 
rupees, and an alignment for the reft of his 
claims. The latter, however, was never fuU 
filled. 


In the march towards his diftrifts, Mr. 
Thomas retaliated upon the Begum Sumroo, 
whom he now cbftfidered his bitter enemy, 
bving under contribution that part of her 
country which came within his route. 

Arriving at Goo nth, a laigc and populous 
village, he impoftd heavy contributions. Theft 
amounted to a confidcrablc fum. He found 
here nlfo an ample fupply of bullocks and 
forage. 

Continuing his march, after a long and te¬ 
dious day-s journey,- he encamped near the 
town of Tcjits, a place in the centre of the 
Mewattee diftritf, Tire night was dark and 
rainy ; this and the extreme fatigue of the 
foldiers confptrcd to render fuecefsful an at¬ 
tempt which the Mew a ttys made, and they 
carried off a horfc from the very centre of the 
camp. 



35 


■W Di * 793*3 GEORGE THOMAS, 

In the morning, a party was detached to di£- 
covcr the village to which the horfe had been 
conveyed. The party had not proceeded far 
when they were attacked, and obliged to re¬ 
treat. Orders were then given for the cavalry 
to advance, and cover the detachment. And 
Mr. Thomas himfelf leading the infantry, haf- 
tily marched, and with his collected force, at¬ 
tacked the enemy at the village, to which, it 
appears* the horfc had been carried. By this 
time they had affcmblcd and became formi¬ 
dable, The centre divifion of Mr. Thomas’s 
troops, in a fhort time fet fire to the village, 
and there feemed no doubt of a complete vic¬ 
tory, w hen the divifions on the right and left 
giving way, fled with precipitation. The 
wounded left on the field were, even at this 
crifisof the action, cut to pieces by the enemy. 

The centre divifion, under the fpecial com¬ 
mand of Mr. Thomas, now following the ex¬ 
ample of their brethren, leit him, of his troops, 
only a dozen infantry and a few cavalry. 

Thus difiromfited and vexed by the unftcadi- 
fiefe of his troops, Mr. Thomas, as a lalt re fort, 
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encouraged his fmall party to exert themfdvcs 
in extricating a nine-pounder, which unfortu¬ 
nately, previously to the battle, had ftuck in 
the bed of a nullah. In this he had juft Suc¬ 
ceeded, when the enemy, as certain of victory, 
recommenced a furious attack, and endeavour¬ 
ed to feize the gun. 

The commandant ot' cavalry, a man of di£ 
tinguifhed bravery, ft ill adhered to Mr. Tho¬ 
mas, and defpcrately, with a few others, threw 
himfelf between the gun and the enemy. 
They were cut to pieces, but the gallant effort 
afforded time to re-mount and oppofc a well- 
diredled fire of grape from the nine-pounder. 
This faved Mr. Thomas atid the brave few of 
his furviving party. For, after the difeharge 
of a few rounds, the enemy retired to the fur¬ 
rounding ravine i. 

Mr, Thomas now collected the fugitives, 
who with his veteran party formed a detach¬ 
ment of about 300 men. With thefe he un¬ 
concernedly challenged the enemy to a renewal 
of the combat, w hich they now' as cautioufly 
declined. 
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In its firft view fo difiiftrous, this action, by 
the dread it spread among the enemy, proved 
highly fortunate. Great as was Mr. Thomas's 
lofs of brave and attached foldicrs, that of the 
Mewattys was infinitely more considerable. 
The immediate conference was an overture, 
on the part of their chief, of terms which 
fliortly led to an amicable adjustment. They 
agreed to pay Mr. Thomas a year s rent, and 
to reftorc to him the property that had been 
ftolcn. The performance of thsfe articles was 
guaranteed by iccuritics. 

The puniflimentof this village, the flrongcil 
in the whole diftrid, and its inhabitants the 
moft refradory, was highly favourable to Mr. 
Thomas’s intereft ; the more fo, as in a pre¬ 
ceding campaign the whole force of Begum 
Sumroo had been in vain exerted to reduce it. 
Mr. Thomas next prepared to march againft 
the remaining diilrids which were ftill in 
rebellion; and, having recruited his force for 
this purpofe, he was ordered by Appakandarow 
to affift the collcclor of the diftrid ol KiUma- 
gur. 
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Convinced by experience that vigorous im-a- 
ftires could alone enfure fucccfs, Mr. Thomas 
marched towards the rcfradlory villages; of 
which having gained pofleflion, they were 
quickly con fumed by fire. 


An example fa fevere deterred others from 
purfuing a fimilar cotidud. Of thefe the moft 
confiderablc was the town of Jyjur; which, 
however, fubmitting on the approach of the 
troops, oppofition was at an end, and Mr, 
Thomas returned to Tejara, 

On the fuhmilTion of Jyjur, Appakandarow 
gave Mr. Thomas an order for a fupply of mo¬ 
ney upon the colleclor of that place. The 
collector endeavoured to evade payment, by 
jcpreicnting that the dillreifcd Situation of 
Appakandarow ( whole troops had juft muti¬ 
nied for want of payment of their arrears), 
required every rupee that could be raifed ; in 
confluence, Mr. Thomas muft, for the pre- 
fent, difpenfc with payment. This, he obferves, 
was true . but his people being in diftrefs, to 
provide a remedy, he marched to Behadurg- 
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hur, in order to raife by contribution the nc- 
ccfTary fupplies. 

In his route, the fmall villages were found 
to be defer ted and the large ones iucreafed with 
numbers of armed perfons. By this time, Mr. 
Thomas’s troops, thinned by frequent defer- 
tions, amounted only to 300 men ; but thefc, 
had they been foldiers accuftomed to difcipUnc, 
would {fill have been fufficient to anfwcr the 
purpofe of completing the reduction of the re¬ 
bellious Zemindars. 

Arriving at Mundaka* the Zemindars ol 
which place had been the original caulc of the 
rmfundcrftanding betwixt Appakandarovv and 
Mr. Thomas, were found ready for the com¬ 
bat; Mr* Thomas therefore, though with a 
force fo i neon tide ruble, helitated not in making 
an immediate attack : in this he was fiicccfsful, 
and having defeated the enemy, he ion tid in 
the place plunder to the amount of four thou- 
Jiiitd rupees. 

During thefc tranfaftions, the Begum Sum- 
roo, and the Mahratta governor of Delhi, 
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jealous of the afuendancy Mr. Thomas had 
acquired, fent a force to watch ills motions; 
for the prefent he thought the moll prudent 
method to cfcapc oblcryytion would be by 
removing to a diftancc, and his new levies 
being now complete, be marched dire&ly back 
to the town of Tejnra. 

At this place Mr, Thomas received a letter 
from App.ikandarow, who was ftill detained 
in the fort of Kotepootly by the mutinous ftate 
of his troops. His lituation had been rendered 
thus unplea fan t by the intrigues of Gopaul 
How, Sc India's commander in chief. That 
chief had written letters to the principal firdars 
in the army, promifing them payment of their 
arrears pruvided they would deliver up Appa 
as a prisoner. He further obferved, that he 
had but too much reafon to imagine the firdars 
would )ield a ready acqmefcence to this offer, 
that, dilrrdfed for provisions, and having his 
family with him, if Mr. Thomas could not 
come to his afliihnce, he muft ultimately be 
compelled to throw himfclf on the mercy of 
bis enemies. 
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On receipt of this letter, although it rained 
heavily and the day was far advanced, Mr. 
Thomas, without hefitatjon, fetoff: he march¬ 
ed all that night and the belt part of the en- 
tiling day and night through a constant and 
heavy rain. About two o’clock in the morn¬ 
ing he arrived at the fort of Kotepootly. The 
inccflant rain prevented his having any oppo* 
lit ion from the enemy without, and he en¬ 
camped under the walls of the fort. The 
communication was thus happily opened, 
and pitmfions being fent in, plenty fueeccded 
to the fcarcity before experienced. 

Mr. Thomas, aware that the force of the 
mutineers would daily become augmented, 
recommended to Appakandarow to evacuate 
the fort, and retreat to Kanooncl, In the mean 
time he advifed that letters fhould be written 
to Scindia, to deprecate the refentment of that 
chief. Approving of Mr. Thomas's propoful, 
Appakandarow appointed the en filing day for 
the accomplidimcnt of bis purpofe, and the 
bulinels was conducted with lo much iecrefy 
and addrels, that until the moment of depsr- 
turc every- one feemed ignorant of the intend- 
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cd movement. At the appointed hour, Ap- 
pakandarow, attended by a few perfons who 
ftill adhered to him, came out of the fort of 
Kotcpootly with his family and effects; he was 
received by Mr. Thomas, and placed in the 
centre of a ftrong detachment, who formed 
around him, and commenced their march. 


In order toproteA the baggage, Mr.Thomas, 
with the remainder of his force, remained be¬ 
hind tor a fhort time, but the enemy now ap¬ 
pearing prepared to purfuc the detachment 
with determination to refeue Appakandarow, 
Mr. Thomas, without further delay, joined 
that chief. They had not proceeded far when 
the van of the enemy made their appearance. 
Mr. Thomas, as the only means of inlpiring 
confidence, recommended to Appakandarow 
to mount an elephant, and fhew himfclf to the 
troops. The meaiiire was mitantiy adopted, 
and attended with the hnppieit effect; for the 
cnemv perceiving this refolute conduct thought 
it molt pmdent to retire, and Mr. Thomas, 
wi h iut further oppofition, conducted his chief 
in fafety to Kanoond. Appakandarow, rclcafed 
from his embarraifment, was defirous of making 
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a grateful return for the (ervices that had been 
rendered. He adopted Mr. Thomas as his Ion, 
prelented him with the firm of three thoufand 
rupees to pur chafe an elephant and palankeen 
fuitable to the dignity of his ftution, ordered 
him to encreafe his force two hundred infantry 
and as many cavalry ; and finally, made over 
to him, in perpetuity, the diftrifts of Jyjur, 
Byice, Mandote, and Phatoda, which yield 
an annual revenue of a lack and fifty thoufand 
rupees. 

He was then di fm iffc d by Appak andaro w, and 
directed to complete the arrangement of the re¬ 
maining diftrifts in the Me watty country. 

This was become more neceflary; a prin¬ 
cipal Zemindar, by name Gunga Birtvcn, and 
of the tribe called Ahcer,* had not only openly 
rebelled, but had made offers to Gopaul lloiv 
of furrendcring up the diftrict to Scindia; as 
an additional inducement for his acceptance, 

* This tribe rati bring imo the field a body of fourteen 
thousand incn. 
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the rebel lUted that the real amount of the 
revenues were much larger than what had 
been acknowledged by Appakandarow, and 
paid by him to Scindia as his lord paramount. 
Appa being apprised of this treacherous corres¬ 
pondence, directed Mr. Thomas without delay 
to march and attack the rebel. He, on dif- 
clofure of his treachery, fled to the mountain' 
ous part of the Me watty country, and there 
fortified himltlf. The orders for the march 
had been kept a profound fecret in Mr. Tho¬ 
mas's camp. Arriving fuddenly before the 
place, by a lucccfsful ftratagem Mr. Thomas 
took tiuuga Biflicn prifoner, whom he fent 
to Appa. The fort was ft ill maintained by 
his nephew, and a garri ion of one thou fan d 
men ; they had abundance of provifions, am¬ 
munition, and ftorcs of all kinds; the only in¬ 
convenience fuftained by the inhabitants was 
a fcarcity of water. This article was not to be 
procured within two mites of the place. Mr. 
Thomas, in the hope of compelling them to 
lurrendcr, commenced a blockade; and the 
better to enfurc fucccft he conftrudted a chain 
of redoubts round the fort. 
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Whilft employed in the creation of theie 
pofts he had a narrow efcape for his life. Re¬ 
tired to ftiatch an hour of flccp and rcfreftiment 
from the toils of the preceding day, Mr. Tho¬ 
mas was fuddenly awakened in the night by 
the noife and fhouts of the enemy. Repairing 
to an eminence m the neighbourhood, he had 
the mortification to perceive that his own 
people had given way, and the enemy were 
become mailers of a newly-finilhcd redoubt, 
together with the arms and ammunition con¬ 
tained within: to add to his diftrcft he per¬ 
ceived a party advancing to the place where 
he flood, unarmed and defenceless, (the hurry 
of his being awoke not giving him time to fc- 
curc either piftols or fidc-arms) * fortunately 
however for him, a faithful fervant had fol¬ 
lowed him with his fword, which taking from 
the man’s hand he prepared for his defence. 

From various quarters fpears were thrown, 
and matchlocks fired at him but without d?e<A, 
Perceiving a fland of colours which his own 
men had left behind, he flopped to pick them 
up, which the enemy obflrving, concluded by 
the motion of his body that he had been 
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wounded; they rulhed on him in numbers, 
and wounded him in feveral places. This 
compelled him to rclinquifh the colours and 
attack the enemy, whom he foon obliged to 
retreat. Mr. Thomas then attended an emi¬ 
nence, in order to difeover, if poftiblc, the 
direction his own troops had taken in their 
pufilianimous flight, but in vain. Faint from 
the wounds he had received in the late en¬ 
counter, he now retired within his trenches 
and got them drefled. The fiegeof the place 
advanced apace, and two mines having been 
fpruug with confidcrable effect the garriton 
capitulated. 


During this liege Mr. Thomas and bis 
people had undergone great hardlhip. Whilff 
the grain remained on the ground he was 
enabled to procure fupplics from the neigh¬ 
bouring country, but the harvcll being got in 
they were reduced to a Icarcity of provifions. 
His own tent, the only one in the camp, was 
converted into an hofpital for the lick and 
wounded ; and the fcalbn being lever c Mr. 
Thomas humanely fold his own hoifcs to pro¬ 
cure blankets for the men. 
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Mr. Thomas next marched to Jyjur: on his 
arrival at that place, the xcmindare who had 
revolted, not chafing to conteft the point, paid 
their rents, and the troops received their ar¬ 
rears. 

Gopaul Row, the Mahratta general, was 
about this time fuperfeded in his office ot 
lieutenant-general of the poiTeffions ot Scindia 
in Hindoftan. Luckwah Dad ah and Jigwah 
Bapoo were appointed to fuccecd him. In 
this ftatc of Mr. Thomas’s affairs, the army 
of thei'e chiefs arrived in the vicinity of Appa's 
country. That chief determined to pay his 
refpefts, and for this purpofe repaired to their 
camp ; at firft he was well received, but had 
not long remained when a fum of money was 
required of him under pretext of payment of 
an old tribute due to Scindia. He was more¬ 
over informed, that until this was paid he 
would be detained in the camp. 

Unable to raifc the fum demanded, Appa- 
kandarow was under the neccffity of refigning 
the be ft part of his country into the hands 
of Bapoo Famcvdc, who had been appointed 
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by the exp re Is orders of the Poona government. 
Although the fum required was lefs than two 
lacks of rupees, and many pcrfbns in Appa 3 
family could eafily have afforded him aflUtanee 
in his diftrefs, not a man was to be found who 
would now part with a rupee. The diftriAs 
were therefore made over in mortgage ; and 
the fum required by the Mahratta command¬ 
ers was advanced by Bapoo Farnevefe, 

It was moreover fti pula ted, that the troops 
kept up by Bapoo, for the purpofc of collec¬ 
tion, fliould be paid from the treafury of Ap- 
pakandarow. *' In lhort (fays Mr. Thomas 
in terms of indignation) it was plainly to be 
feen, that whoever might hereafter, by chance 
of war, obtain pofleflion of the diftrifls in 
qucfHon, it was evident that by thefe concef- 
fions, Appa had for ever done away his own 
right/' 

Among thde pergunnahs were three in the 
Me watty country which belonged to Mr, 
Thomas, The lofs to him was fovcrc ; but, 
as he observes with a co nil deration highly to 
his credit as a foldicr, " I had no caufe for 
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** complaint when my principal was ruined, 
After thefe tranfadtious Mr. I horn as was di- 
rcQcd to afiift the deputy- appointed by Appa 
to colfedt the revenues of the remaining part of 
his country : a talk of con fide rable difficulty; 
fincc the Zemindars, hearing of Appa's deten¬ 
tion in the camp of the Mahrattas, had broken 
out into open rebellion againtl his authority. 
To reduce them to obedience, Mr. Thomas 
marched with about eight hundred men that 
remained alter the heavy icrvicc lie had lately 
experienced; promptitude in planning, and 
vigour in execution, being abfblutely ncceiTary, 
Mr. Thomas, by his animated exertions, in a 
very fliort time captured federal of the princi¬ 
pal places, feme by day ailhults, and others hy 

night. 

Among others, the capture of Byree appears 
interesting in the narration. “ In the fort, 
fays Mr. Thomas, ■* exclufive of the garrifon, 
« were three hundred rajepoots and jauts. 
“ Thefe had been hired for the exprefs pur- 
“ pole of defending the place, and it was here 
*' I was in the moft imminent danger of lofing 
« the w hole of my party. We had ftormed 
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“ the fort, and were beat back with Jofs; 
" one of my firdars was wounded, and, from 
“ the ooni'ufion that occurred, left behind in 
the hand:, of the enemy; the danger was- 
every moment mcreafing, the town was on 
fire in icvctul parts, and our retreat nearly 
** otFby the flames that fur rounded us* 


J,r Tn this fituation, we had the additional 
mortification to perceive the mereile/s enemy 
“ fc ' zt the wounded officer, and, with ih- 
“ va 6 c barbarity, precipitate him into the fire. 
“ Equally animated, as enraged, by this fpec- 
taclc, my troops now ruffied forward to the 
“ attack, with an ardour that was irrcilftiblc. 
** Having gained entire poffcflton of the fort, 
1,1 the fbldjcrs, with clamorouscxprcffions of re¬ 
venge, infilled on the death of every one of 
if the garrifion that remained, and I was not in- 
“ dined to refufe; but it coft us dear, the 
" enemy to a man made a brave refiftance. 
" contdll was continued fo long, ns to 
" afford time to thofc who had retreated, to 
“ return; by this means, we were again en¬ 
gaged, and at one time almoft overpowered ; 
11 but, receiving a reinforcement of our own 
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” party, the enemy, by flow degrees, began 
<f again to retreat w hich they cfFeilcd. I 
** purfued with the cavalry: the enemy once 
“ more made a (land in the jungles adjoining 
41 to the town; when, after a fecund defperate 
" conflict, they gave way on all Tides, and 
“ moll of them were cut to pieces.*' 

Scarcely however had Mr, Thomas com¬ 
pleted the objects of his march, when he re¬ 
ceived letters from Appa, of a tendency moll 
iinpromifing: in theft, Appa, after defesm ting 
on his finances, the low Ihitc of which did 
not permit him to retain longer, either Mr, 
Thomas or his troops, recommended him to 
difmifs his battalions, and repair to the head 
quarters, which were now in the country of 
the Row Rajah. 

In anfwer, Mr, Thomas ftated his utter im- 
poflibility to discharge the men, without pre¬ 
vious payment of their arrears. He then 
marched to join Appa, and-ibund that chief in 
the vicinity of Alwar. Appa, after expatiating 
on the ungrateful conduct of thule periods who 
had enjoyed his confidence, informed Mr, 
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Thomas* In terms of apparent imeafmefs, that 
the Mdliratta commanders, who had become 
acquainted with his influence, and the part he 
had taken in thebufinefs againit the mutineers, 
conlulercd him as a dangerous perfun; as one 
who would, if occafion occurred, aft againft 
the interefts of Scindia himfelf: they had 
therefore requeued of him to difeharge Mr. 
Thomas from the fcrvice. 


This information, however, Mr. Thomas 
found to be incorrcft; for in a conference be 
had with Luckwa on the following day, that 
chief not only difclaimcd all idea of dlfap- 
proving Mr. Thomas’s conduft, but even of¬ 
fered him the command of two thou fa nd men 
in (he fcrvice of Seindia. 

Mr.Thomas, forfcvcral rca Tons, declined clo- 
fing with ^1 is propofol. The di ft rich of Appa’s 
country were now in open rebellion ; and, not- 
withftanding the prefent deceit on hb part, 
Mr. Thomas confidcred himfolf under obliga¬ 
tions which could not be pafied over; that if 
he now quitted him, it would in all probability 
prove his utter ruin ; he therefore rcfolvcd to 
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adhere to Appakandaryw, and endeavour to re¬ 
trieve his affairs. 

Appa excufed lii niff If lor his late conduct, 
and Mr. Thomas rtbw prepared for his march. 
For the pro lent he was interrupted by a requeft 
from Luck wa to afford his afliftance in the 
redudHon of a fort which had refufed to pay 
the uluai tribute. Mr. Thomas, with the 
confent of Appa, joined the forces of Luckwa, 
and commenced their march. 

On their arrival before the place Mr, 
Thomas's poft was afligned him; but his fob 
diers being now fix months in arrears, reiufed, 
without payment, to proceed: in this exi¬ 
gency, Mr, Thomas, to fatisfy their demands, 
was once more compelled to part with his 
property; having done this, the foldiers re¬ 
turned to their duty. 

The enemy, in the hope of compelling the 
Mahrattas to raife the ficge, had taken pol- 
Jfflion of the ravines in the neighbourhood: 
ffveral fkirmifhcs took place, with lols on both 
fidcs. 
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A propofal was made t by Mr. Gardiner, the 
commandant of a brigade of Scindia’s troops, 
to advance the fecond parallel : a council af- 
fembled to confute on the moil eligible mode, 
but finding this could not be effected without 
firft taking a redoubt which lay in their front, 
no perfun appearing inclined to rills, the enter- 
prife, the council broke up. 

On the enfuingday Mr. Thomas, of his own 
accord, took an opportunity, when the enemy 
were off their guard, to ftorm the redoubt. 
Repented attempts were made by the enemy to 
regain pofTcflion, but he bravely maintained 
himfelf in it, till a reinforcement arriving they 
;ave up the contcft. Mr. Thomas immedi¬ 
ately fortified the poffc. 

The parallel was advanced, and the gar- 
rifon perceiving no chance of fuceour from 
without, the commandant negotiated, and as a 
ranfbm for the fort agreed to pay the Aim of 
two lacs of rupees, Mr. Thomas received a 
fum fufficient to reimburfe him for the ex- 
pcnces lie had incurred, and was then directed 
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to return to his own diftrhds. Soon after his 
arrival he redo red them to order. 

Mr. Thomas had by this time formed his 
men into a regiment confiding of two bat¬ 
talions; oftbefc, one he detached to collect 
the revenues of the country, and with the 
other remained at Jyjur, 

During thefe tranfatfions begum Sumroo, 
in whole fervice Mr. Thomas had formerly 
been employed, was now trying every means 
in her power to effeci his ruin. She had even 
gone fo far as to bribe the Mahratta officers to 
ad vile his difmiffion; and a body of Mahrattas 
having joined her army, lhc marched from 
Sirdhanna, her capital, and encamped about 
feventeen cols fouth-calt of Jyjur. 

This conduct in the begum Mr. Thomas 
attributed to the influence of the officers in 
her lervice; and more particularly to that 
of Levaflb, who not only commanded her 
troops, but bad lately received her hand in 
marriage. 
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On every occafion, he was the declared and 
inveterate enemy of Mr, Thomas; and had by 
his influence wrought in the begum her pre¬ 
fer] t determination. 

In the begum’s army it was publicly af- 
ferted, that their p relent drfti nation was 
againft Mr, Thomas. Her force, confiding of 
four battalions of infantry, twenty pieces of 
artillery, and about four hundred cavalry, vvas 
commanded by officers of tried and acknow¬ 
ledged abilities. Mr.Thomas, having recalled 
the battalion that had been detached, had 
now a regiment confiding of two thou land 
tpen, t Cn pieces of artillery, five hundred irre¬ 
gulars, and two hundred cavalry. 

The di/Tendons, however, that arofe among 
the begum’s officers, not only induced her to 
relinquifh her intention of attacking Mr. 
Th imas, but ended in her imprifonment, and 
the total fubverfion of her authority. The 
caul’e of the id diffinfions mufl now be traced 
to its fourcc. 

LeYaffo, who had the chief command of the 
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begum's army, was jealous of the authority 
of Lego is. This man is a Germ Lin; and ib 
named from Liege, the place of his nativity. 
He had been many years in habits of intimacy 
and friendfhip with Mr.Thomas ; and, on the 
prefent occafion, hadftrenuoufly diffuaded the 
begum from the propofed both 1 [ties. rhis 
conduit having given umbrage to Levaffu, lie 
by his influence with the begum, procured 
Legois’s degradation; and to render his di(grace 
the more mortifying, Ids place was given to a 
junior officer. 

A conducl ib inconfiilcnt and unjuft dif- 
gutted the fuldicrs, who fir many years had 
been commanded by Legois, with whom a lib 
they had often fought and conquered. They 
xemon it rated, but in vain, again it the mcafure; 
finding there was no hope of altering the be¬ 
gum’s resolution, they Jbddenly broke out 
into open mutiny. They invited ZufEur Yah 
Khawn, the ibn of the late iiumruo by a 
former wife, who then relided at Delhi, to be¬ 
come their commander. In return, they pro¬ 
filed to feat him on the mufnud. For this 
pur pole, a deputation of the army, in fpitc of 
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till the exertions of the begum, repaired to 
Delhi, and foleranly tendered him the com* 
round. Zuttur Yah Khawn, fearful of the in¬ 
trigues of his mother-in-law, at tail confented. 
To relieve his apprehenfion, the deputation, 
in the name of the army, took an oath of 
fidelity to him on the fpot 


On the firft intelligence of the tonfpiracy 
the begum and LevaiTo, with a few of their 
old fervants, prepared for flight. It was their 
intention to have proceeded diredtly to the 
Ganges, and to fed: refuge in the country of 
the vizier Afuph ool Dowia. 


In this refolution, however, they were un¬ 
fortunately intercepted, A party of cavalry 
which had been detached by Zuffur Yub 
Khawn on the firft intimation of their flight, 
overtook and furrounded them at the village 
of Kerwah, in the begum's jaghirc, tour miles 
difiant from her capital. Previous to the com¬ 
mencement ot hoftilities the commandant of 
cavalry proclaimed a free pardon, and promife 
of their arrears, to the ibldiers who {bill adhered 
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to the begum, on condition of" their laying 
down their arms, and delivering up the begum 
and her hufband. 


In the con tub on that a role, and before any 
refolution could be taken, tome fhot were bred, 
and a few men fhgbtly wounded. The loidiers, 
perceiving they had nothing to hope from the 
begum (who, they knew, only wiflied to get 
away with her erfedb), openly declared them- 
felves for Sumroo's Ion. The infantry then 
furrounding her palanquin demanded her to 
furrender ; the cavalry at the lame time fur- 
rounded her hufband, who was on horfeback. 
The begum at that inftantdrewa poniard from 
her fide, and running the point of it acrofs her 
breaft drew a little blood, but with no inten¬ 
tion of killing heifclf. Her attendants calling 
for affiftance, Lcvaflb hearing the tumult de¬ 
manded to know what had happened. He way 
anfwered that the begum had killed hcrielf: 
twice he put the fame quell ion, and receiving 
the fame anlwcr, w ith great deliberation he 
put a piftol to his mouth, fhot himfelf, and 
immediately fell from his hor/c. ** The vil- 
“ lains (fays Mr. Thomas) who, the preceding 
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“ day, had ftyicd thcnalUves his Haves, now 

“ Committed every a& of infult and ; i. y 
“ upoi^ his corpfc ! *' For three days it lay 
expoied to the in hilts of the rabble, and was 
at length thrown into a ditch. 


Meanwhile Zuffur Tl ob Khawn advanced to 
Sirdhanna, whither the begum had already 
been conduced a prifoner; and having aiTutned 
the government ol thejaghire, tranquillity was 
loan rc-cltabl iflicd, 

freed from the apprebenfion of hoftilitics, 
Mr. Thomas now ^eduloufly employed him- 
fdf in the arrangement of the dill;riels. 

Appatandarow, who during the late events 
had found means to low ihiTcnhuns between 
Tjiicku'a and Happoo bernevefe, now reaped 
the fruits of his addrefs. Finding thefe 
commanders at variance, he prepared to re¬ 
turn to Jvmond ; and while on the march 
to that place, lent written orders to Mr. 

I homas to di friths the collectors who had been 
appointed by Bappoo, and to rcinltatc his 
own. 
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Mr. Thomas obeyed; but Bappoos army 
amounting to three thousand men, it cott the 
Jives of many to dlfpoffcls him. 

This affair however being at length termi¬ 
nated, Mr. Thomas had the long-expected 
interview with Appa. They met at Narnoul, 
a place which had that morning furrcndcrcd 
to his arms. After the ftrongefl exprclTions 
of fatisfadlion, and of the fcofc he entertained 
of his fendccs, as proof of thofc fentimerits 
Appalfandarow p re leu ted Mr, Thomas w ith 
an elephant, a palanquin, ihawls, and other 
articles of value. 

A reception focordial was highly gratifying; 
but its cffe<£l was foon dimini fhed v\hcn, three 
days after, Appa demanded the delivery of a 
.Bramiri in the fervice of Bnppoo Fernevefe, 
from whom lie intended to exact a fine. 

It mult here be remarked, that previous to 
the furrendcr of the tort this man, coming pri¬ 
vately to Mr, Thomas’s camp, had offered terms 
for the delivery of the fort, for himfelf and two 
others who accompanied him ; as the reward 


Mwaoims of 


6z 


[a. d. 1795 . 


of his treachery, he required i'ccurity of life and 
property, to which Mr. Thomas yielded a ready 
aflent. 


Notwith{fanding thefe afTurances, Appa, at 
this time in want of a {apply of money, infill¬ 
ed on his delivery, which Mr, Thomas for the 
reafons above ftated as pofitivcly declined. 


To convince Appa of the juftnefs of his rea- 
fonmg, Mr, Thomas exhibited to that chief 
his own written orders, which had been com¬ 
municated at the commencement of hoflilitics. 
Thefe positively fpecificd that the fervants of 
Bappoo or his adherents who fubmitted ihould 
not Juffer either in perfon or fortune, but on 
the contrary were to be allowed a fife conduft 
and fuitable efcort to Mattra or Delhi. 

In vain Mr. Thomas fhewed this order; 
Appa continued inflexible, and contended 
moreover that as thefe people had formerly 
been in his own employ, he had on the prefent 
occasion a right to extort money. On quitting 
the durbar the bramin informed Mr. Thomas 
that he with others was willing to fettle ac- 
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counts with Appa, and only required that per- 
Tons of integrity Should be appointed to mfpea 
them. -To this like wife Appa refufed his con- 
lent; adding that if Mr. Thomas fttit hefitated 
to deliver up the people his own confequence 
would thereby be leffened in the eyes of his 
army. They parted mutually diffatisfied with 
each other. To bring this buiinefs to an iffuc 
Mr. Thomas fent a meffage, offering to procure 
a perfon who, if the bra mm was liberated, 
lliould become rclponfible for the adjuftment 
oi the accounts. Appa, highly enraged, and 
well knowing that the bramin owed him no¬ 
thing, not only rejected this propofaj, but de¬ 
clined all further intcreourfc. 

A few days after this altercation, Appa tint 
a meffage to Mr. Thomas deli ring his attend¬ 
ance in the town. He went thither. On his 
arrival at the houlc he was informed by the 
fervants that Appa was unable to come down. 
Mr. Thomas, unwilling to give any eaufe for 
offence, ordered the foldtcrs who had accom¬ 
panied him to remain below'; and amending 
by himfelf, was. by a peribn on whofe attach¬ 
ment he could rely, introduced into his apart- 
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mciit: to his no fmalt furprife, that chief ap¬ 
peared in pcrlcft health, but of this Mr. Tho¬ 
mas took no notice. The dil'courle concerning 
the Bra min was renewed; and Ihortly after 
Appa riling from his feat, told Mr. Thomas he 
intended taking a flight repair, and would then 
return. Scarcely had he quitted the room in 
which they fat before Mr. Thomas was fur- 
priled by the appearance of fcvcral armed men, 
He now began to fufpeft feme treacherous at¬ 
tempt againft his perfem might be intended ; 
but with that prdfence of mind which on try¬ 
ing occ ei lion? never foribok him, he continued 
firm on his feat, convinced that If on this oc¬ 
casion he had retired it would have afforded 
matter of triumph to his enemies. 


In this fit nation he remained until Appa re- 
turned to an adjoining room; from thence he 
lent Mr. ThomaS a w ritten order immediately 
to deliver up the perlons in quefticn. Mr. 
Thomas perceiving matters were advancing to 
a cribs, and preferring death to 6i(honour, rofe 
from his feat, and refolutely told the perl on 
who had delivered the order that he would 
never perform what was now required ; with- 
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out further difeufUon he entered the apartment 
of Appa, his fword being in his hand, but as 
yet undrawn ; the Mahratta chief, on Mr. 
Thomas's approach, appeared hefitating, and as 
it he was uncertain how to ail; Mr, Thomas 
perceiving his confufian took this opportunity 
of paying liim the cuilomary compliment, and 
retiring unmoldled, though fully determined 
to vifit him nu more. 

On liis arrival in the camp, Mr, Thomas dlf- 
patched his Dewan to Appakandarow with 
the follow ing tneflage :—“ That compelled by 
“ a juft indignation again ft the treachery of his 
" proceeding, he would no longer ferve him/' 
In making this declaration, Mr. Thomas had 
the fatistaftion to find he was fuppnrted by 
the troops ; who, fired at the infult offered to a 
man whom they to highly refpedted, had de¬ 
clared with unanimous content that they would 
remain no longer in the fie r vice of Appakanda- 
row. Intimidated by this fpirited refolution, 
Appa now wiftted to cotnpromife the matter ; 
he fent txcufcs to Mr. Thomas in mitigation 
of his treachery, and to enfure confidence came 
the next day in per fun to the camp. Willing 

■ 
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to forget the pall, Mr, Thomas received his 
chief with refpeft; and matters having once 
more been placed on an amicable footing, 
Appa told Mr. Thomas that he had received 
letters from Bappoo Famevde, requefting the 
delivery of the per funs who had occaiioned the 
differences, as a perfonal favour to himfdf. 
1 hey were accordingly font off to Muttra in 
the manner propofed. 


Mr. Thomas was now directed to repair to 
the Mewatty country, to colled the tribute 
that had become due. Taking leave of Appa, 
he in a few days arrived at Mewat; liis pre- 
fence at this juncture was the more neceffary, 
perpetual quarrels having arifen between the 
collectors of Appakandarowand thofc who had 
been recently nominated by the Mahratta com¬ 
manders. Mr. Thomas, however, by his active 
and fpirited conduct on this occasion, by punch¬ 
ing feme and conciliating others, at laft brought 
matters into a favourable train of ftttkment. 
In the courfe of theft translations he had been 
under the neceffity of taking one of the forts 
by iitorm, in which were found fcveral pieces of 
artillery, and an abundant fnpply of bullocks 
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and other carriage-cat tic. Appakandarow, 
hearing of this capture, claimed as his right the 
artillery that had been found in the fort. Mr. 
Thomas as ftrenubuRy inflftcd on its being the 
property of the captors. Repeated altercations 
enfued, till at length Appakandarow having 
fecrctly gained over a body of Ghofleins, who 
were proceeding to their annual pilgrimage at 
Hurdhvar, itiftigatcd them to the attack of Mr. 
Thomas’s camp. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Defcripthe acamnt of the Hurdwar, and of the 
annual pilgrimage — Mr. Thomas dfeats the 
Ghoffeijts^ihe diftri&s of Panniput and Sons- 
put are added to Mr. Thomas’s pofjejftom — 
account of the city of Panniput, and of the 
canal of All Merdan Khan, 

r T'HE mountains through which the Ganges 
A flows at Hurd war, prefent the fpeflatoi 
with the view of a grand natural amphi~ 
theatre ; their appearance u rugged, and def- 
titute of verdure; they rim in ridges and blunt 
points, in a diTCflion eaft and weft; at the 
back'd the largeft range, rife, towering to the 
clouds, the lofty mountains of Hi Himalayan, 
whole tops arc covered with perpetual fnow, 
which on clear days prefent a moft ftiblJme 
profpeft. The large jagged malFes, broken 
into a variety of irregular fliapes, added to 
their ftupendous height, imprefs the mind 
with an idea of antiquity and grandeur coeval 
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with the creation, and the eternal iroft with 
which they are cncrullcd appears to preclude 
the poffibijity of mortals ever attaining their 
iummit. 

fn viewing this grand fpedladc of nature, 
the traveller may eafily yield his alient to, and 
pardon, the fupcrftitious veneration of the Hin¬ 
doo votary who, in the fervour of liis imagi¬ 
nation, afligns the fummit of theft icy regions 
as the abode of the great Mahadco, 01 I'irif 
Caufc; where, feated on his throne of ice, he is 
fuppolcd to receive the homage of the lur- 
rounding univerfe. 

Hurdvvar is a place of great tanftity, and 
rendered memorable for the pilgrimages made 
thither from a remote antiquity. 

About the latter end of March, and begin¬ 
ning of April, the pilgrims from Punjab, (juzu- 
rat, and the lowcfl: points of Bengal, aflcmble 
in prodigious numbers. 

In 17Q-I, not lefs than an hundred and fifty 
thou fund per Ions were alfemblcd, though four- 
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teen days were ftlll remaining before the pil¬ 
grimage would be completed. 


Brima and Bifliun, or the creating and pre¬ 
ferring powers, are the principal objects of 
worfhip at Hurdwar. The temple, fituate at 
the foot of the mountain, is called Brimha- 
hood, or the refervoir of Brimha. Hither the 
pilgrims retort, and after purifying themielves 

in the Ganges, they cut oft" their hair and 
fhiive therofelves. Thole who die during the 
pilgrimage, arc burnt on the banks of the 
Ganges, and their afhes thrown into the 
river. 


The pilgrimage to Hurdwar is efteemed of 
fuch confcquendfe, as to be equivalent to that 
of Cafi (Benares), Puraug (Allahabad), orChil- 
lumbrum, in the Carnatic; and a devotee who 
has vifited this pljce may be exculcd from 
going to any other the remainder of his days. 
This pilgrimage never fails to benefit the in¬ 
habitants of Hurdwar and the neighbouring 
villages; as out of the great number who re¬ 
join there at the annual period, all perfons are 
obliged to pay a duftoor* or tax, to the bra- 
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mins and chokcydats of the villages. This 
amounts to a large I'um. 

Exclusive of the profits before rtated, the 
Mahrattas receive a tax upon horfes and ca¬ 
mels coming to the fair; the former paying 
eight annas per head, and the latter fix annas; 
one half of this import is levied at the village 
Joalahporc, and the remainder at the Hurd- 
war. Hackerys, or wheel-carriages, pay a tax 
of eight annas, and the covered doolies for the 
women two annas. There is Hkewtfe a refoom 
(cultom) upon the fale of horrts and camels, 
on the former ten per cent, and the latter 
eight, which is paid equally between the 
vendor and purchafer. Another mode by 
which the inhabitants enrich themfelvcs is, 
by railing the price of grain and articles of 
proviiion, though upon the balance this is not 
much againft the vifitors; who, bringing along 
with them the pmdu&ion of their refpetfive 
countries, difpofe of their goods to advantage 
at Hurd war. 

Hence this pilgrimage has been converted 
into a great tair, where all forts of merchan- 


MEMPHIS OF 


dizc from 
fold. 


various 


f a. o.i 

parts of Hindoftau arc 


To Hurd war arc brought borfes, Canada, 
mules, cloths from the Punjab, thaw Is, fruit* 
faffron, miilk, Cafhmcrsan wool, brafs, and 
tutinaguc; cherrnjs t an intoxicatingdrug, which 
bears an cxeeffivc price in Bengal ; fire-arms 
from Lahore, and excellent Perlian feimi- 
tars, Thcfc Icveral articles are bought, ex¬ 
changed, and fold ; and, from the aflemblage 
of people competed of lb many different na¬ 
tions, the place rcfcmbles a grand commercial 
emporium: added to this, thole rajahs and 
petty duels, who vifit Hurd war from religious 
motives, being attended by their troops, and 
their refp&flivcfuites, contribute to accumulate 
the general mate, fo that all is hurry, buttle, 
noiii, and eonfufioti. 

But to return to our narrative alter this di- 
grefEou. The Mahratta chief afore-mentioned, 
having iuttigated the Ghofleins to attack Mr. 
Thomas in his camp, to encourage them, of¬ 
fered as a reward for their tervices, the fum of 
ten thou land rupees. Thcte particulars were 
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communicated to Mr, Thomas by bis own 
Yak eel, then rdident with Appa. Inccnfed at 
the indignity offered him by a conduct Jo 
treacherous, he marched agamft the Ghofleins, 
whom lie attacked and defeated with great 
lofs to them, and to himtclf but trifling. After 
the encounter, they fled towards Delhi; and 
not thinking themfcIves fafe there, continued 
to retreat until they had eroded the Jumna. 

On the retreat of the GhofTcim, Mr. Tho¬ 
mas cxpoftulated with Appa on the treachery 
of his conduct. He told him that the late 
tranfaSion was fb fharoeful, that he could no 
longer remain in his fcrvlce. Mr. Thomas par¬ 
ticularly expatiated on the treatment iufliiined 
by a Mr. Taylor: whom, after unjuftly de¬ 
priving of his command, Appa had confined 
in the fort of Goalicr, under the pretext of ex¬ 
torting money; till finding the man was not 
either to be daunted by threats, or cajoled by 
prom ties, he had at length given him his li¬ 
berty. “ Such,” faid Mr.Thomas with indigna¬ 
tion, “ has been the fate of all who have ferved 
“ you with fidelity'.” 
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As a Mahratta is fcldom at a loft for an ex« 

cufc, Appa t in anlwer to thcfc charges, replied, 

that his own inability to attend to bufmefs 

(being confined by illneft) had occafioncd 

thofc w ho had undertaken to manage his con- 

□ 

cerns, to aft in a manner Co unworthy; that a 
dangerous diforder with which he had been 
long aiHiftcd was growing worth every day, 
and that tic wiilicd much for a perfunal inter¬ 
view with Mr. Thomas before his death . In 
this letter, Appakandarow further urged, that 
the perfutt w hom he intended tor his fuccdlbr 
being young anti inexperienced, he willied to 
avail himtclf of the benefit of Mr. Thomas’s 
counfel, Appakandarow being from experience 
well convinced no other perton would be 
equally intcrefted with the welfare of his fa¬ 
mily. I 1 inally he allured Mr. Thomas, that in 
the propofed interview he would not only clear 
himidt from the afperfions of treachery, but 
arrange every thing to their mutual fatisfaftion 
and advantage. 

This intimation excited no frnall degree of 
furprife in Mr, Thomas, but from pa ft expe¬ 
rience he did not chufc to place implicit re- 
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liance in the declaration of the Mahratta chief. 
He was thus reduced to a critical (ituation: 
foe as on the one hand it was difficult to re¬ 
fute the requeft of fo powerful a chief; fo on 
the other, a laudable regard for his perianal 
iafety, if treachery were intended, induced 
him to decline the propofed vilit. From this 
ilate of uncertainty and fufpenfe he was hap¬ 
pily relieved, by intelligence of a numerous 
body of feiks having made an irruption into 
the Dooab, and were at that time committing 
depredations in the vicinity of Sell arun pore, 
the capital of the late Gholaum Cadir Khan. 

The apprehend on of all parties was eonfi* 
derably augmented, when it was known that 
on their firft onfet they had cut to pieces fomc 
battalions of Mahratta troops Rationed tor the 
defence of that province. 

Although Appakandarow had no particular 
connexion with Seharunporc, he thought that, 
in common with other powers, he ought to 
exert himfelf to prevent further incuriions, 
cfpcciaUy as his own difhict would in all pro- 
bility be the nest invaded by theie ddperate roa- 
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raudcrs. He therefore directed Mr, Thomas 
to march with his whole force, and with all 
pofliblc expedition, giving the molt exprefc 
injunctions to fight the feiks wherever he 
might come up with them in the Mahratta 
territories. 

Agreeably to thefe inftru&ions, Mr. Thomas 
loft no time in repairing to Jyjur; from whence, 
crofting the Jumna to the northward of Delhi, 
he advanced rapidly towards the enemy. They 
not being inclined for the contcft thought pro¬ 
per to retreat, crofted the river, and returned 
unmolcfted to the Punjab. Mr. Thomas in 
this place remarks, that wbilft in the ferviceof 
Begum Sumroo he had encountered the feiks 
on more than one occahou, and had already 
given them fompks of his method of fighting; 
and though their number at this time was not 
more than five thou fond men, they had not 
only defeated the Mahrattas, but compelled 
them to take flicker in the fort of Jelalabad. 

Luvkwa, commander of the Mahratta forces, 
hearing of the difgraee fhftained by his troops, 
at Sc ha run pore, as likewife of the fubfequent 
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flight of the feiks on Mr. Thomas’s approach, 
now requeued of Appa to permit this enter- 
prifing man to ratfc a body of two thoufand 
men for the protection of the province of So ha- 
run pore, and other parts of the Mahratta pof- 
feflions. To this requeft Appa, though with 
difficulty, complied; .and in confequenGe of the 
purgunahs of Panniput, Soneput, and Kiimaul, 
were afligned to Mr, Thomas, for the payment 
of two thoufand infantry, two hundred cavalry, 
and fixteen pieces of field artillery. Bappoo 
Sclndiah was nominated to the government ot 
Scharunporc; which with the country adjacent, 
at the period we arc fpeakmg of, yielded an 
annual revenue of ten lacks of rupees. 

The fituation of the city of Panniput, and 
the celebrated canal in its neighbourhood, may 
perhaps juftify a digreftion in its favour, and 
curiofity will be gratified in the detail of its 
ancient and prefent Hate. 

Panniput is a city of great antiquity, and 
was inhabited by Mahomedam in the reign of 
Mah moud of Ghuzna; who, during one of his 
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in. cur (ions into Hindooftan, fettled a colony at 
that place. In the time of the emperor Shah 
Jehan, it was a populous city ; and in the 
reign of Mahomed Shah* was 1 elected by that 
prince as his principal rcfi deuce. In the year 
poo of the Hijira, or A. D. 1 525, the Mogul 
emperor Mahomed Baber invaded Hindooftan: 
Ibrahim Lodi of the Patan dynafty at that 
time fat on the throne of Delhi. 


He prepared to refill the invader; and afTem- 
biing his forces* conducted them towards the 
frontiers. The rival armies met on the plains 
of Panniput; and a general engagement enfued, 
in which the forces of Ibrahim were totally 
defeated, and himfelf flain. The dcccafcd mo¬ 
narch was interred on the fpot where he fell, 
by the command of Baber, who directed a 
tomb to be crc&cd to his memory. This tomb 
is ftill to be feen, about three miles to the 
north-weft of the city. In commemoration of 
the victory* the Mogul prince directed a mag¬ 
nificent mofque to be built on the fpot w here 
his own tent was pitched, on the caftern hde 
of the city. It is called L'abil Bang. 
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This building, which exhibits one of the 
firit fpecimens of Mahomedan grandeur among 
the Mogul race of princes, confifts of a fpaeious 
apartment of forty feet fquarc, with others ad¬ 
joining. It is furmounted at top by a mag¬ 
nificent dome, with fia-and-twenty others of 
fmallcr dimenfions. Thefe arc attached to dif¬ 
ferent apartments on each fide of the mclique, 
T o the eye this building has a x r crv grand ef- 
fc&, but it is difficult to dcfcribc. The edifice 
is furroutided by a high wall of coniidcrable 
length, and within the enclosure arc convenient 
habitations for the attendants on the mofijuc. 
1 he wall is flanked with oflangular pavilions 
of red (lone, and the entrances through the 
gateways arc of the fame materials. 

The plain of Panniput has likewife been 
Celebrated in the hi fiery of modern times. It 
was on this plain that the famous battle was 
fought in 17(32 between Ahamcd Shah, the 
Duranny, and the Mahrattas. The latter were 
commanded by Vifwas Raou, a prince of the 
Mahratta empire, who was flain in the conteft. 

I he lofi of this action wrefied from the Mali- 
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rattas the fovereigrtty of Hindooftan ; though 
the fupinenefs and effeminacy ofAbamed Shah,, 
after bis fuccels, prevented his enjoying the 
fruits ol his v'nftory.* 

m 

The city of Panniput is fituated in 2y° 22' 
of north latitude. Its circumference may be 
about four miles. It was formerly furrounded 
by a brick wall, which in many places is ffcill 
entire. This wall, and a noble caravanfcra of 
ftonc adjoining the Delhi gate, was built at 
the ex pence of Nuwauh Rofhun Al Dnwlah, 
grand-chamberlain of the houfchold to Maho¬ 
med Shah, The remains of the Delhi gate 
arc flill handfome. It is built of brick, forty 
feet in height, arched at the top and flanked 
with towers of red flonc, and is conric&ed by 

* The part it u hr s of this battle have been too ably de¬ 
tailed by the pen of colonel Brown, in a letter to the Asi¬ 
atic Society, to requite comments in this place- It is here 
sufficient to remark, Unit no remains of the entrenched 
camp of the blahrattas arc now to be scon, the plain being 
perfectly level.. But about a mile east of the city, two trees 
were pointed out to us hy the natives, as the place where 
the Illiow’s tent was pitched previous to the battle. 
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a rampart within the city wall* The exterior 
of this gateway is cncrufted with very fine 
chunam, and decorated with paintings of flow* 
ers, in various patterns* executed in a flyle of 
peculiar ncatnefi and delicacy. 

In the centre of the city is the flirinc of a 
Mahommedan devotee* by name Shah Shur- 
1'mldeen Boo Ali Culindcr, the fon of Furruek- 
nddeen Iraki. Since his death* which happen¬ 
ed in the 72 -ith year of the Hijerah, this maulti- 
Icumhas been repaired Icveral times. The tomb 
is fitouted at the upper end of a fpficioilsfqtiarc, 
at the entrance to which is a fereen ot perforate 
ed (tone-work ; beyond this is the verandah or 
portico, the roof of which is fupported b)' foflT 
pillars of j'mtgmuhuk, a fpccics of black marble; 
the pillars arc twelve feet in height, having 
peddials of porphyry. The cicliog of this por¬ 
tico is decorated with paintings ot flowers on 
fine ehunam; along the front of the vcltibule, 
on a flab of white marble, are engraved coup¬ 
lets in the Ferlian language in black marble 
chara&crs. Thefe vcrfqs arc in praife of the 
fan&ity of the dcceafcd, and by the operation 
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of the arithmetical verfe tailed Ajbjujj* give 
the date of his death in the /U tth year of the 
Hijerah. 


Within the dome Is t!i c grave of Boo All 
Culiadcr: it is fix feet by three, of white 
marble, and is covered by a pall of rich bro¬ 
cade. 'I he whole is furrounded by a lattice¬ 
work oi wood. Above is a covering of green 
iilk, fupported by tour pillars of wood, encruft- 
ed \v itli mother of pearl. 


T he revenues oi this tomb were formerly 
confide rah Jc; but moft of them, during the 
troubles which have fubfitlcd m the upper 
province^ have long fincc been confiscated, 

\ 

«4 * arithmetical verse called ABJUD, consists of the 
ktters of the Arabic alphabet Joined together so as to form 
articulate rounds* but without ;iny meaning. It may be 
given in follow s uuRtmuti shame? tr ; 

jibjtldf 1 f. r 4T.i"li!hZ t butiftj dvihltt.ltn ; Sx2nf4j" t jtil- 

&h:rZ) Zx?S2jt£p t 

E^ch of these letters having a numerical property, fmm 
one to our thousand, by this uperatfoii the dates of rmcrip- 
lums ape dkcovvreih See R ^hardson's Uicticuiarv, article 

MM 
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However, ftill there are from four to five hun¬ 
dred perfons attendant on the fhrinc. Thefe 
l’ubfiit on the contributions of the charitable. 

The city, though now much decayed, and 
the population reduced, formerly contained 
many good houfes. T. he bazars, of which 
there are two, are of confiderablc length, but 
narrow ; they contain about three hundred 
ihops tolerably well tumitbed. The trade ot 
this place coniiits ill imports of fait, grain ot 
all kinds, and cotton cloths: they export coarle 
fugar. 

In the flourifbing times of the empire, Pan- 
niput, fituated in the high road to Lahore, 
Cabut, and Peril a, was the emporium of the 
caravans from the north, and the feat of an 
extenfivc commerce. But the ravages occa- 
fiuned by the diftraclcd Itatc of the empire, 
for more than half a century, have nut only 
caufed a fad reverie, but aim oft annihilated its 
commercial relations with other countries. 
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CANAL OF A LI MEKDAX Kit AX. 

In the reign of Shah Jehan, Ali Merdan 
Khan, a nobleman of the court of Perfia, who 
had revoked from Shah Aha£, entered into 
the feTvice of the Mogul prince, having pro- 
rioully delivered up the important fortreft ot 
Candahar, of which he was governor. 

This nobleman, being a man of a public fpi- 
rit and a pattern of munificence, dug at hi? 
ow n expence a canal from the vicinity ot the 
city of Panniput, near the head of the Dooab, 
which extended to the luburbs ot Delhi, It 
comprehended a tract of ninety miles in the 
extent, by which means the villages in the 
neighbourhood, and every where within its 
influence, received a moll furp.riling benefit in 
the cultivation of their lands. 

This noble canal* rum in a direction from 
north to ibuth, and is iu general about ten 
miles diftimt from the Jumna, until it joins 

* It is called b^-ihe native NEHUll BEHEISHT* or 
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that river nine miles below the city of New 
Delhi. From this canal, while it cxlfted, a 
revenue was produced to the royal treafuiy of 
fourteen lacks of rupees per annum. At pre- 
fen t it is out of repair, dried up, and in many 
places almoft ddtroyed ; ami in the hands of 
the Mabrattas, its prefent polTdlbrs, the culti- 
x at ion of the adjacent country Jcarccly yields 
a lack of rupees. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Rcpmion to her authority of the Begum Sotnroo 
— di\'ount of Sir dhannah—death and charac¬ 
ter of Apf’iihinJiirozv—capture of Savtli- — 
Mr. Thomas marches to Paimiput, 

T1 ESUMiNG our narrative after the fbre- 
^ going dtgrefiion, it is neceffary to remark 
that about this time Begum Somroo, whole 
deposition from authority we have before no¬ 
ticed, ftill remained a prifoner at Sirdhannah. 
In a manner the moft abject and defponding, 
fhc add re fled Mr. Thomas; flic Rated her ap- 
prehcnfions of being poifoned, or other wile 
put to death ; affirmed that her only depend- 
ancc was on him, implored him to come to 
her a Rift ancc, and, finally, offered to pay any 
fum of money the Mahrattas ffiouid require, 
on condition they would reinftate her in her 
Jaghire. 


On receipt of thefe letters, Mr. Thomas, by 
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an offer of 120,000 rupees, prevailed on Hap- 
poo Sdndia to make a movement towards 
Sirdhannjh. Convinced from his former ex- 
perience, that imlcls lie could gain over a part 
of the troops under ZafFer Yab Khan to the 
Begum’s iittcrcft, not only his exertions would 
be fruitlds, but that fhe hericif would be cx- 
poJcd to the greatcil: purfbnal danger, he 
therefore fet on foot a negotiation for tins pur- 
pofc,'in which having fuccecdcd, he marched 
and encamped with his’ whole force at the 
village of Kathoolee, eight cofs to the north- 
calt of Sirdbannah. Here Mr. Thomas pub¬ 
licly gave out that unlefs the Begum was re* 
inflated in her authority, thole who refilled 
muff expect no mercy ; and to give additional 
weight to this declaration, he apprifed them 
that he was acting under the orders of the 
Mahratta chiefs. 

This intimation was at firil attended with 
defircd effect, l’art of the troops belonging 
to the garrifbn inflantly mutinied, confined 
Zaflcr Yab Kkan, and declared for the begum. 
Mr. Thomas, however, who well knew that 
no reliance could be placed on the capricious 
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tempcr of troops 3 ccultomcd to frequent mu¬ 
tinies, loft no time in advancing to Sicilian- 
nail, but before be readied that place, a court* 
tcr-rcvolution had already proclaimed the re- 
ftoration of Sumroo’s fon. 


Efcorted by only fifty boric of approved 
fidelity, Mr, Thomas entered the cantonments,, 
having at the time he fet out directed four 
hundred of his infantry to fallow him with all 
poHiblc expedition; the arrival of the latter 
force was particularly fortunate, as ZaiYer Yah 
Khan, on Mr, Thomas’s firft appearance, per¬ 
ceiving him flightly attended, thought he had 
now got him into liis power, and inilru&ed 
his foldiers to threaten him with in ft ant death ; 
but at that moment the reinforcement above- 
mentioned arriving, and the mutineers think¬ 
ing the whole Mahratta force was at hand, not 
only gave over their dcfign, but now became 
as fubmtlBve as they had before been info lent. 

Abandoning the caufc of Somroo's ion, they 
endeavoured, through the Begum s mediation, 
to deprecate the refcntment of the Mahratta 
commanders; to this the Begum having con- 
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t’ctiled, an oath of fidelity was adnimiftetcd to 
the troops, and flic was finally reinfhted in the 
full authority of her Jaghirc. 

SomrWs fun, after being plundered of his 
cffe&s, was recon duffed a prifoncr to Delhi. 
Part of the fum ftipulatcd w as now paid to 
Bappoo Scindia, and the remainder pro mi led. 
An interview took place between the Begum 
and the Mahratta chiefs, when every thing 
being amicably adjirfted, the army quitting 
Sirdhannah repaired to their refpeClivc defti- 
nations. 

The reftoratiun of the Begum to her autho¬ 
rity, affords us an opportunity of giving a de¬ 
tailed account of her Jaghirc. 

Sirdhannah, the rcfidence of Begum Som- 
zoo, is the capital of a fmall principality, fi to¬ 
uted in the centre of the Dooab, in latitude 
gg* u> north, and about thirty-five cofles dif- 
tant from Delhi. This Jaghirc was from early 
times rich and fruitful: it was fir ft peopled by 
a Hindoo rajah named Sirkliut. \\ hen the 
famous M ah mood of f?lmzna invaded Hindoo 
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ftan, he fettled a colony of Mud til mans in this 
diftrid, and dsftdbutcd lands to them in {eye- 
ral parts of the country. When the poftcrity 
ot Timoor became firmly dated on the throne 
of India, Sirdhannah was firfl attached to the 
province of Sc haur unpore, fituated at the head 
of the Dooab, and at the foot of the mountains 
called Sewaliek. In the reign of Mahmood 
Shah it was alTigncd as a Jaghirc to the famous 
Kummur t/ddeen Khan; and Jubfequent to 
that period it was held by an omrah named 
Yacoob Ali Khan, of the court of Alumgeer 
the Second, 

On the death of that monarch, the province 
of Schaurunpore was pojTdfcd by the Nawaub 
Nisjutf Khan, prime mini tier to the prefect 
king, 3nd he allotted Sirdhannah and its de¬ 
pendency to Somroo, a German, who had been 
in the fcrvicc of Coflim Ali Khan, the depofed 
fubah of Bengal. This man is well known to 
the Englifh by the (hare he bore in the dread¬ 
ful cataftrophc of Patna. On the death of 
Snmroo. which happened in the year i/jO, 
Nujutr Khan delivered o ver the pergunnah to 
his widow the prefent Begum, on condition of 
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her keeping up a lurce ot three battalions oi 
infantry for the protcaion of the province. 

When Nujuff Khan died, the Begum (till 
kept poffeiBon of her jaghire, from which time 
until the period we are fp caking of, her fit na¬ 
tion has been fully detailed in recent publica¬ 
tions.* 

Tiic habitation of Begum Soraroo is in a 
large and fpacinus indoiiirc, equal in many 
xdpcfls to a fortified town. The houfc is well 
built, and handibmdy furnilhed, partly alter 
the European and partly after the Hiodooftany 
ftyle: theie blended together have a lingular 
though not upon the whole an unplcafing ap¬ 
pearance. Hospitable in her manner, the Be¬ 
gum's table is furnilhed with every tiling the 
country can afford. European articles ol all 
Linds are procured from Calcutta. 

It has bceft the conftant and invariable ufage 
of this lady to Wild tram her lubjefts and fer- 

w ^ 

lanL-i the molt rigid attention to the culloms 
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of Hindooftan. She is never fecn out of door*, 
or in her public durbar unveiled. 


Her officers and others, who have bufmefs 
trith her, prefent themlclves opposite the place 
where flic fits. 1 he front of her apartments 
ii fu rat filed with chicqucs or Indian force ns, 
thefc being let down from the roof. In this 
manner flic gives audience, and tranfads bufi- 
nefs of all kinds. She frequently admits to 
her table the higher ranks of her European 
officers, but never admits the natives to come 
within the inclofurc. On dinner being an¬ 
nounced, twenty or thirty of her female attend¬ 
ants, moft of them chrilltans, repairing to the 
outer door, there receive the difiles and place 
them upon table; they wait on the company 
during the repaft, which is always plentiful 
and well fcrvcd,* 

* Begum Somroo ts about forty-five years 0 f age, sma!J 
in stature, but inclined to be plump. Ilrr complexion h 
VOT father cy» bbcfc, large, and animated i her dress 
perfcaly Ilindoostany, nnd of tbc mmt costly matcri .L s . 
bbe speaks the Persian and Hntdoostany languages uith 

fluency, and in Ivcr conversation is engaging, sensible, aiiJ 
spirited. 


A. D, 1796.] cioSOE THWAS. 93 

The Begum being thus restored to her au~ 
thority, Mr Thomas next received orders to 
proceed to Samli, and punifli the commandant 
of that place for hU conduct in encouraging 
the iciks in their intended ineurtions into the 
Docxib, ami having communicated to them the 
dcfcncclds tlatc of the upper provinces. 

After a fatiguing and difficult march of 
thirty cols in one day, Mr. Thomas arrived be¬ 
fore Samli.* An action took place, in which 
the commandant after a molt gallant rcfilt- 
ancc, was defeated, and compelled to retreat 
into the town. Mr, Thomas, perceiving the 

• Samli is a large (Own situated near the head of the 
Dooab, in the province of Schatirunpore. It is (wo miles 
in circumference t and contains many handsome iiouscs both 
of brick and stone. The streets interject each ocher at 
right angles* and have separate gates at their entrances, 
which at night are shut for the security of the inhabitants. 
At Samli is a large bazar and a mint where money used 
formerly to be coined. Bm the trade of this place* like 
many other* in the Do<^bi Is.HOw much on Che decline* 
and, with the exception of a few coarse cloths, the manu¬ 
factures are ai a stand* In its present Slate* the villages 
attached to the pergurmah of Samli yield a revenue of 
about 50*000 rupee** though In the flourishing times of the 
empire it was far more coirsidcraWc- 
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ncccffity of bringing this affair to a Ipcedy 
condufion, in the evening of the fame day 
gave orders for an affault, and carried the 
place by ftorm. The commandant, his ion, 
and moft of his adherents, were cut to pieces. 

Having arranged the affairs of Samli, and 
appointed a ciiil governor on the part of the 
Mahrattas, Mr. Thomas repaired to the camp 
ofBappoo Scindia, with whom, by order of 
Appakandarow, he now a tied in concert. 

Bappoo Scindia, when joined by Mr. Tho¬ 
mas, was employed in the reduction of Luc- 
nowty, a place of confidcrablc ftrength, A 
practicable breach being effected, preparations 
were made for ftorming; when the command¬ 
ant, feeing he was likely to be imfucccflul in 
defending the fbft, to five a further effufion 
of blood, came privately to Mr. Thomas's 
tent, and there made terms for the delivery of 
the place, which, on the cnfiling morning, 
were performed with punctuality. 

A eircun fiance now a role which had con- 
fiderablc effect not only w Lth regard to the inv* 
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mediate lk nation of Mr. Thomas's affairs, but 
in changing the future fortune of his eventful 
life. 

Two days previous to the reduction of Samli, 
he received a letter from Appakandarow, m 
which that eh let informed Mr. Thomas, that 
from continued illncfs Iris pains were augment¬ 
ed to a degree which had now* become into¬ 
lerable, and no hopes appearing of recovery 
from the cruel di item per under which lie la¬ 
boured, he had determined to put a period to 
his mifery by a voluntary death 1 for this pur- 
pofo he was on his way to the Ganges, but re¬ 
queued of Mr. Thomas to come and ice him 

once more before the feene w as elofed for ever. 

* ’ 

On receipt of this intelligence, Mr. Thomas 
fet out immediately to meet, and, if pofiible, 
afford confolation to his defponding chief; but 
he had not advanced far, when the melancholy 
intelligence reached him of Appakandarow's 
having voluntarily drowned himicll m the 
river Jumna. 

Such was the end of Appakandarow, a chkt 
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intrepid and enterprising, who, amid the tranf- 
a (ft ions of later times, and the various revolu¬ 
tions ot Mali rattn politics in Hindooftan, had 
borne an active and diftmgutflicd part. 

Tin: death of Appa was on fcveral accounts 
unfavourable to Mr. Thomas’s mtereib, Vavon 
Row, his nephew and fucceflor, was a youth 
vain and inexperienced, and better adapted to 
tile life of an aceomptant than that of a general. 

Instigated by the fuggdtionsof perfons who 
Surrounded him, the incautious youth was 
perfuaded to demand reltitation from Mr, 
Thomas of the diftridts which had been given 
him by his uncle, as an honorable reward tbr 
the ferviccs lie had performed. Agreeably to 
this rclolution, he liad the weaknefs to order 
his troops to take potldlion of die diitriol. in 
queftion. 


Mr. Thomas, indignant at a conduct he lb 
little merited, peremptorily refuted compliance 
with the order. He represented to that chief, 
by letter, the impropriety of liis p re lent pro¬ 
ceeding i declared his firm jefoiution to main- 
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tain pofTcffioii of the diftrids ; pointed out to 
him the tutul effeds that mult ncccflimly arife 
to both parties if the quarrel was purfued fur¬ 
ther; and, finally, for the fake of peace, and 
to prerent future difagrcements, acquainted 
Vavan Row that he'was willing to pay a fum 
of money if left in quiet pofleffiom 

Theft re m on (bran ces, however founded on 
reafon or juftice, were of no avail: Vavon Row 
would Jiften to no terms but the implicit eel- 
(ion of the whole. The matter could there¬ 
fore only be decided by an appeal to the l word. 

On Mr. Thomas’s arrival at Hofiellce, a large 
■tillage forming part of his poiTeffions, he per¬ 
ceived it in the hands of the enemy; and Va¬ 
von Row, prepared to defend it, encamped 
under the walls of the fort. 

Unwilling to ptifh matters to an extremity, 
if by any means it could be avoided, Mr. Tho¬ 
mas drew ofi his force to a Imall dittance, and 
gave particular orders to his own people to tor- 
bear all a( 3 s of hoftility on their part. This 
mode of conduct was of no avail; for the 
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troops of Vavon Row coming daily from their 
own camp, infuJted and fired upon Mr. Tho¬ 
mas’s men, by which feveral of them were fe- 
yerdy wounded. 

The enemy, reinforced by a large body of 
the peaiantry, and headed by the zemindars 
of their refpcAive villages, were now become 
fo formidable, that Mr. Thomas refolved to 
bring the bufinefs to an iCue. He accordingly 
attacked them. The affair was quickly de¬ 
cided; the enemy fled in all directions; and 
the greater part, having taken flicker in the 
fort of KuflblJee, were followed by Mr. Tho¬ 
mas, who immediately commenced the liege 
oi that place. Having erected batteries, he 
ordered the grates for heating fliot to be got in 
readinefs J which being done, he fired fo fuc- 
cefsfully with red-hot foot, that he quickly 
compelled them to fiarender at diferction. 

It was now agreed that an interview be¬ 
twixt Mr. Thomas and Vavon Row ft on id 
take place at Kanond, whither the former had 
marched for that purpofe. On his arrival, 
however, V«von Row, pretending to be fearful 
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of t react cry 1 refufed to cyme out of the fort; 
and Mr. Thomas, for fimilar reafons, was un¬ 
willing to enter it. The negotiations were 
therefore broken ntF; and Mr. Thomas, conti- 

a 

nulng to confidcr this Mahratta chief as an 
enemy, led his troops toward the frontiers. 

This meafure was rendered more necefiary, 
and his attention called to the defence of hh 
northern purgunnflhs, which had recently been 
invaded by the feiks. 

But the mention of this remarkable people, 
leading us atide for a while from the ordinary 
courfe of our narrative, invites a detail of the 
prefent Hate of the Punjaub, or country fitu- 
ated between the Indus and the Sutkdge. 
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CHAPTER V> 

# 

Geographical defcripthn of the Punjab,— f the 
fe'tks, their manners, cujhms, forces, and re- 
fources. 

T HE cxtcnfivc and fertile country defer!bed 
by Arrian and other antient hiftorians, as 
comprehended within the five great rivers, the 
Hydafpcs, the Ilydrabtcs, the Accfmes, the 
HyphaGs, and the Sutledge, is, by modern geo¬ 
graphers, denominated Punjab. 

On the north it is bounded by the mountains 
inhabited by the tribe called Yoofuf Zcy; on 
the cad by the mountains of Naun, Serinna- 
ghur and Jumbo; cm the weft by the river 
Sind or Attock \* and on the lonth by the dif- 
trufts of Patmiput, and the province of Harri- 
anah, it is two hundred and fifty coGes from 

* This river above the city of Attock is callcJ by ilse 
native Abatken. 
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north to iouth, and nearly one hundred from 
cult to weft. Notwithftanding the ftate of 
warfare in which the chiefs of Punjab are con- 
ftantly involved, the country is in a ftate of 
high cultivation ; and though the population 
be great, grain is cheaper than in any other 
part of India. This advantage in a great mea¬ 
sure Is derived from the numerous rivers by 
which it is watered. Advancing from the fouth, 
a traveller meets in rapid fucceffion the Scrfooty, 
the Cuggcr, the Chowah, and the Sutlcdgc, 

The Scrfooty, after pafling the towns of 
Muoftufabad, Shaba bad, and Tclinailer, and 
overflowing the country on each of its banks, 
joins itfeif to thp Cuggci to the north-weft of 
Kaythul. 

The Cutrgcr, on the contrary', after patting 
the towns of Bunnoor, Scyfabad, Puttialah, 
Jowhana, and Jomalpore, enters the country of 
the Hatties at the town of Arwah, formerly the 
capital of the diftridt, The Chow ah, in like 
manner, after parting through an octenfivc 
traft of country which it fertilizes and en¬ 
riches, is finally loft in the fands of Sonaum, 
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Tilt Punjab fields to no part of India in fer¬ 
tility of foil; it products in thcgreateft abund¬ 
ance, fugar-canc, wheat, barky, rice, pul fc of all 
forts, tobacco, and various fruits; and it is alfo 
wdl fupplieJ with cattle. The principal manu¬ 
factures of this country arc {words, match-locks, 
cotton cloths, and filks both coarfe and fine, 

Tliis nation, if united, could bring into the 
field from fifty to fixty thou land cavalry, but 
it is Mr. Thomas's opinion that they will never 
unite or be fb formidable to their neighbours 
as they have heretofore been. Internal com¬ 
motions and civil 1 trite have of late years gene¬ 
rated a fpirit of revenge and difonicn among 
the chiefs, which it will take a long time to 
overcome. 

The number of cavalry which it is fuppofed 
this nation was able to afFemblc has been con- 
fiderabty over-rated, in conlcqucnce of a cuftotn 
which formerly obtained among the Seiks, of 
forming an afiociation of their forces under a 
particular chief. From this alluviation of their 
forces they had the general in £e ref Is of the 
community in view. To thofc who were ig- 
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nor ant of the fee ret caules of the alloc iation., 
this junction of forces was frequently mtflaken 
for the army of an individual; and this error 
was perhaps incrcafcd by the natural partiality 
of the Seiks thcmfclvesto magnify the force and 
enhance the character of their own nation. 


It has been remarked, that the Seiks arc able 
to col left from fifty to fixty thou land hgric ; 
but, to render this number effective, thole who 
do not take the field, or who remain at home 
to guard their pofleffions, muft be included. 


Eftimating the force of the different diftri< 3 s, 
the aggregate will be feen In the fubjoined 
fchedulc.* 

Cihto/rji 


' The dlstrs& south of ike Stitkdge, \ - 15,000 

The Dooab t or country between ihe Sutkdge 

and Brvahj - E*ooo 

Between the Beyah and Rowce* - -11,000 

Force of Bughed Sine* chief of Partialah* - 1 i,ooo 

The countries above L:ihorc t the in habitants of 
whkb are chiefly under the influence of 
Ruuject Sing, - - * HjOOo 

To which may be added the force of Nizamud- 

fleen Khan, + 5,000 

Roy Elias, - - * *,300 

Other Fatan chiefs, in pay of ihe Seiks, * Boo 


Grand toial - 6*4,000 
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% this ftatcment it will appear that the en¬ 
tire force of this nation, cxclutlvc of the diilrift 
held by Zemaun Shah, caftward of the A crock * 
can amount to no more than tixtv-four ihgu- 
land men, and oi theie two-thirds might pro¬ 
bably take the field, were a chief of experience 
and enterprizc to appear amongtt the in ; but 
this in Mr. Thomas's opinion is highly impro¬ 
bable. The chief of mofl: confeqnciTct at pre¬ 
fer is Kunjcet Sing : he having pofleffinn of 
Lahore, which may be termed the capital of 
the Punjab, has acquired a decided afcendancy 
over the other chiefs, though he be frequently 
in a ftate oi warfare with Ids neighbours who 
inhabit that part of the country tkuated be¬ 
tween the Bey ah and the Rawee. This chief 
is deemed by the natives as the mo(l powerful 
among them. He poflefies one thou land boric, 
which arc his own property. 

The repeated invafion of the Punjab by fmall 
armies, oblate years, affords a convincing proof 
that the national force of the felts cannot be 

* Thee districts are comjqteJ to reach from Sirhindti 
die b*nks of iha* river* 
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•fo formidable as lias been reprcfcntcd. Several 
mfhnccs occur in fupport of this aflertion. Not 
many years fince, Dam Row Sciudia invaded it 
at the head of ten thoufand men ; though not 
more than fix thoufand oi that number delervcd 
the name of troops, the remainder being a defpi- 
cab!c rabble. Though joined on iiis march bv 
two chiefs. Bugged Sing and Kuirum Sing, he 
was at length oppofcd by Sahib Sing, the chief 
of Fy zeal pore. That chief was encamped under 
the walls of Kufibor,* having the river Cugger 
in his front; was defeated in an engagement, 
and the enfuing day the fort furrendcred. Sa¬ 
hib Sing then agreed to pay the Mnhrattas a 
fum of money, and moll of the chiefs fouth of 
the Sutledge having by this time lubmitted to 
Data Row, oppofition was at an end. 

It was fuccefiivdy invaded by the armies of 
Ambajee, Bala Row, and Nana Furkiah, who 

drove the felts repeatedly before them. 

■ ■ ^ 

i 

In ] soo Mr. Thomas himlelf entered their 
country at thc'head of five thou fa nd troops and 


* Kussoor, a f-jrt south of the river Sutledge, 
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fjjcty pieces of artillery; and though by the 
mitigation of enemies, who promifed them 
afliftance, the chiefs fouth of the Sutledge and 
in the Dooab (or country between the two 
rivers*) combined again ft him, jet he pene¬ 
trated as far as the Sutledge. During diat 
campaign he never faw.more than ten thoufand 
Seiks in one army ; he remained in their coun¬ 
try fix months, two of which were pafled 
without competition, and he finally compelled • 
them to purchafe peace. 

Of late years the rajah ot Serinnagur has 
3 ike wife made feme conquefts in Punjab, chiefly 
between the Beyah and the Sutledgc; and Ni¬ 
si a mud deen Khan, the patan before mentioned, 
has alfo acquired territory yielding a revenue 
o: three lacks of rupees per annum, 

* The Seiks, though united, have never made 
any confidcrahlc oppofition again# the force of 
X'-iUaun Shah, who has trequently attacked 
them ; hut it may be urged, that a great dif¬ 
ference is to be espc&cd from a formidably 

* r J he Beyah afid the Sistkijge, 
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army of fixty thoufand men, led on by the Shall 
in perfon, and the princes of the blood, com¬ 
pared with the detached bodies already dc- 
icribed. Hence It would appear that this na¬ 
tion is not fo formidable as they have been 
represented, and in all probability they never 
will be formidable when ©ppofcd by regular 
troops. 

The Sdks arc armed w ith a fpcar, match¬ 
lock, and feymetar. Their method of fight¬ 
ing, as deferibed by Mr. Thomas, is lingular : 
after performing the rcquifite duties of their 
religion by ablution and prayer, they comb 
their hair and beards with peculiar care ; then 
mounting their bories, ride forth towards the 
enemy, with whom they engage in a continued 
jkirmifh, advancing and retreating until man 
and horfe become equally fatigued. They then 
draw off to fomc dUtancc from the enemy, and 
meeting with cultivated ground, they permit 
their horfes to graze of theirown accord, while 
they parch a little gram for thcmfelvcs and 
after fatisFying nature by this frugal repart, if 
the enemy be near, they renew the fkirmifiling. 
Should he have retreated they provide forage 
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for their cattle, and endeavour to procure a 
meal for them tc Ives, 

Seldom indulgin'! in the comforts of a tent, 
whilft: in the enemy's country, (hr re pa ft of a 
feik cannot be fuppofed to he either fumptuous 
or elegant. Seated on ti e ground with a mat 
fpread before them, a bramin, appointed for the 
purpoic, terves out a portion of food to each 
individual, the cakes of Hour which they cat 
during the meal faring them in the room of 
dilkes and ptatea** 

The folks are remarkably fond of the defh 

* Docs not this circumstance recall our ideas to the si- 
tiratiou of ^Tineas and his com[nmion^ shortly after their 
lauding on the coast of Italy r The condition of jEneas 
exhibits a specimen of primeval simplicity of manners 
among the Romans, no less lingular than the coincidence 
of rufrjms eliding in Punjab at die present day appears 
ikjriltir^ly imcrcfling- 

Conmnnis hie forte aliis* at vert ere tnnrriis 
Exiguam in Get ere ni penurta adegit cdcndl* 

Et \tblare msnu rculbq, audadbus orbem 
f nuru cruiii, ftttdb nee pareert tjuadrb, 

Met* ! ctbm mzmvs cotssumirpus* inqnh lulus- 

Vhg* JEtt* tii^ 7 , 
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of the jungle hog, which they kill in the diace: 
thU food is allowable by their law. They like- 
wife cat of mutton and fifli ; but theic being 
deemed unlawful the bramins will not partake, 
leaving thofc w ho chufc to tranigrefs their in- 
ftitutes to anfwcr tor thcmfetvcs. In the city 
or in the field the feiks never fmoke tobacco: 
they are not, however, averie to drinking fpi- 
rituous liquors, in which they feme times in¬ 
dulge to an immoderate exeefs; and they like- 
wife freely take opium, bang, and other intoxi¬ 
cating drugs. In their convivial parties each 
nun is compelled to drink out of his own 
vefTcl, 

Accuftomed from their carlicft infancy to a 
life of hardfhip and difficulty, the feiks ddpife 
the comforts of a tent; in lieu of this, cadi 
horfeman is furmthed with two blankets, one 
for himfelf and the other for his liorfc, Thefc 
blankets, which arc placed beneath the laddie, 
with a gram bag and heel ropes, comprize, in 
time of war, the baggage of a feik. Their 
Cooking utcnfik are carried oil tattoos, Con- 
fidcring this mode of life, and the extraordinary 
rapidity of their movements, it cannot be 
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matter of wonder if they perform marches, 
which, to thofc who arc only accuftomcd to 
European warfare, molt appear almolt in¬ 
credible. 

The Sciks, among other cuftoms Angular in 
their nature, never fuller their hair or beards 
to be cut: confequcntly, when mounted on 
horleback, their black flowing Socks and half- 
naked bodies, which arc formed in the Itoutefl 
and mod athletic mould, the glittering of 
their arm?, and the lize and fpecd of their 
hories, render their appearance impeding and 
formidable, and fnperior to moll of the ca¬ 
valry of Hindoo flan. 

In the ufe of their arms, cfpcriaUy the 
matchlock and fabre, they arc uncommonly 
expert; fume ufe bows and arrows. In ad¬ 
dition to the articles of drefs which have bmi 
deferihed In recent publications * of the time^. 
Ttfr . "I homas mentions that the arm 5 - and wrifts 
of the Sciks arc decorated with bangles of gold, 
fitver, brafs, and iron, according to the circum- 


* Consult the Hijtorv of’Sksh Atdr"‘- 
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Stances of the wearers; hut among the chiefs 
of the re fpedlve tribes, the horfe-furniture, in 
which they take the greatefl: pride (and which, 
with the exception of the inlaying of their 
fire-arms, is their luxury), is uncommonly 
iplcndid; for, though a feik will icruple to 
expend the moil trifling fum on his food or 
clothing, he will fpare no expencc in endea¬ 
vouring to excel his comrades in the furniture 
of his horfe, and in the richnefs and brieht- 
nefs of his armour ; a drcumffonce which ap¬ 
pears to hear no ioconfiderablc rcfcmblance to 
the cuftoms of the ancient Spartans.' 

Considerable fimilarity in their general cul- 
toms may be traced with thole of the Jauts, 
Though thde in fome diimtb apparently vary, 
the difference is not material; and their per¬ 
mitting an interchange of marriages with the 
Jauts ot the Dooab and Harrianah, amounts 
almofi to a conduit vc proof of their affinity 
of origin. 

The Sciks allow foreigners of every deferip- 
tion to join their ffiindard, to fit in their com- 

* See Cornelius Nepos, and Fausmus, 
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pany, and to (have their beards; but, excepting 
in the in fiance of the Jams, they will not con¬ 
tent to intermarriages ; nor will they eat or 
drink from the hands of an alien, except he 
be a bramin, and for this call they always pro 
left the hi irhcft veneration. 

w 

If, indeed, fomc regulations which arc in 
their nature purely military, and which were 
introduced by their foiindcr Nvuck, be ex¬ 
cepted, it will be found that the Seiks are nei¬ 
ther more or left than Jauts in their primitive 
fiatc. 

Thus far. favs Mr. Thomas, we have feen 
the fair fide of the jhdure ; let ns now con- 
fidcr the reverie.—The Seiks are falfc, ftneui- 
nary, and fait hid $ ; they are addicted to plun¬ 
der, and the acquirement of wealth by any 
means, however nefarious. Inftanccshave oc¬ 
curred of a child's arm being railed agaiuft 
his parent, and of brothers dcftrojdng each 
other. 

Women amongft them arc held in little 
eftimation, and though ill treated by their 
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hufbands, and prohibited from accompanying 
them in their wars, tlid’c unhappy females no 
verthdefs attend to their dome!tic concerns 
with a diligence and feduloufncfs deferring of 
a better fate. 

Inftances, indeed, have not unfrequently 
occurred, in which they have ailually taken 
tip arms to dclcitd their habitations Irom the 
desultory attacks of the enemy, and through¬ 
out the conteft behaved thcmfclves with an 
Intrepidity of fpirit highly praifeworthy. 

In the feik army, the modes of payment are 
various • but the moft common Is at the time 
of harveft, when every foldicr receives the 
amount of Ills pay in grain and other articles, 
the produce of the country ; to feme is given 
money in Small iums, and to others lands arc 
allotted for their maintenance. . Three-fifths 
of the horfes of the Punjab arc the property of 
the different chieftains : the remainder belong 
to the peafantry who have become fettlcrs, 

Afcik (bidie r has alfo his portion of the plun¬ 
der acquired in the courfe of a campaign ; this 
is fe: afidc as a reward for his Cervices; and 
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in addition to it, he fbmetimes increaies his 
gainbj ferreting part of the public plunder. 

The nature of the feik government Is An¬ 
gular, and probably had its origin in the un- 
fettkd Irate of the tribe when firft cftabliibcd 
in their pollcffions. \Y ithin his own domains 
each chief is lord paramount. He exerts an 
exclufive authority over Lis vaffals, even to the 
power of life and death ; and to increatc the 
population ot his di Uriels, he proffers a ready 
and hofpitable alylum to fugitives from all 
parts of India. Hence, in the feik territories, 
though the government be arbitrary, there ex- 
ills much Ids cautc tor opprefTion than in many 
of the neighbouring Gates; and hence like wife, 
the cultivator of the foil being liable to fre¬ 
quent eh mge of mailers, by the numerous re¬ 
volutions that arc perpetually occurring, may 
be confide red as one of the caul'es of the fluc¬ 
tuation of the national force." 1 

' In the above sketch of the ablution anil resources of 
the seik nation, Mr. Thomas does not Include the turn- 
toric* of Zcmaun Shah lying cast of the Attock j pwt of 
which were, during the reigns of the emperors, included in 
the Punjab, and may therefore be considered js belonging 
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CHAPTER VL 

Mr. Thomas defeats the Seths ■— -concludes an ad* 
vantageous treaty — dfagreement with Bappoo 
Scholia —Afr. Thomas forms the dejign of efia- 
b lifting him ft: If as an independant chief—foe 
that purpofe fekt'ts the province of Hitrriattah 
— his cftshTfhment at flanf. 

O UCH was the tribe againft which Mr. Tho- 
^ mas now prepared to march. Leaving a 
force competent to the defence of Jyjur, which 
he expeded would be attacked by Vavon Row. 
he marched to Kam&h near which the Seiks 
lay. 

Four fucccflive adions took place, attended 
with confidcrablc lois on both fidcs \ Mr. Tho¬ 
mas having loft five hundred men, and the 
Seiks double that number. Both parties in¬ 
clining to peace, a treat) was concluded, by 
which tire Seiks agreed to evacuate the pro- 
tIpcc, which was accordingly done. 

11 2 
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As Mr. Thomas had fore feen, he now re¬ 
ceived intelligence of Vavon Row having laid 
liege to Jyjur, to defend which he immediate¬ 
ly marched back. On his approach, Vavon 
How thought proper to retire. Mr. Thomas 
next determined to punifh Cafhmircc Bolec, 
who, as before Hated, had been the author and 
fpmeuter of alt the differences which had oc¬ 
curred betwixt him and Vavon Row. Mr. 
Thomas, therefore, fell fuddenty on the per- 
gmmah of Daderce, which belonged to Calli- 
mirec Bolec, and laid it under contribution. 


From hence he was called away to affifl Ba- 
poo Scindia againll: a body of Rohillas, who, 
mitigated by Nevil Sing, a feik chief, had 
eroded the Ganges, and invaded his poffcJlions 
near tlie head of the Dooab. But previous to 
Mr. Thomas's arrival, the Mahratta chief had 
not only defeated the invaders, but followed 
up his blow by laying liege to the cncmj’s 
capital, 

A body of Seiks had aflembled to aflift him ; 
but, on the approach of Mr. Thomas's force, 
thought proper to feparatc; and Bapoo Scin- 


A. 0. > 798 .] GKtecE THOMAfl. lI 7 

dia, not deeming the capture of this fort worth 
the trouble it would take to gain poltciTion, of 
his own accord faon after ralfed the ficgc, and 
returned to Se ha run pore. Mr, Thomas re¬ 
mained with his force at Soncput, a city twen¬ 
ty-fix miles fouth of Panntput, the neighbour¬ 
ing country, barren and de folate. 

North of this city is a maufolcum erected 
by Kkizzcr Khan, a Patau nobleman, defeend- 
cd from the royal family of Sheer Shah. Fiiis 
building is an odtagon, furmounted by a fpa- 
cious dome, and'ornamented at the top with 
a cullis of copper gilt. The interior of the 
maufoleum is of grey ilonc, the cornices are 
embclHihed with fculpture ornaments of red 
frccflone, and around the lower part of the 
dome runs a ftone border, on which are en¬ 
graved verfes from the Koran in Arabic cha¬ 
rters. The front of the building is decorated 
with rofes cut in freeftone, of a brown colour; 
the whole uncommonly delicate, and has been 
finilhed with more than ufual attention. 

The pergunnah of Soncput compofcs part 
of the Jaghire of Dcfmouk, fon-in-law of Scin* 
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dia, and yields an income of ieventy-five thou¬ 
sand rupees. But in the reign of the emperor 
Maliomcd Shah, this pergunnah, in confe¬ 
rence of the benefit it derived from its vici¬ 
nity to the noble canal of Ali Merdan Khan, 
is laid to have yielded a revenue of nine lacks 
of rupees. 


In the environs of Soneput, a traveller firfc 
meets with the cofs m'mar, or Indian roile-ltane. 
It is a round pillar of brick, ten feet in height, 
and placed on each fide of the road, at the 
difbmce of about three EngHfli miles from 
each other. They were erected by order of 
the emperor Jeban Gheer, and formerly ex¬ 
tended from Labor to Agra. Adjoining to each 
of thclc pillars is a well, lined with brick, near 
"which arc ftonc benches exprcfsly for the ac¬ 
commodation of travellers, 

Mr, Thomas had not long remained at Sone¬ 
put, when rumours of the arrival ot Urmaun 
Shall, king of Cabul, at Lahore, induced Bap- 
poo to meet and confult with him on the pre- 
lent emergency. 


i»9 


A, 0.1798,3 3 EQROE THOMAS, 

Mr. Thomas accordingly repaired to Bappoo; 
but bis troops having again fallen in arrears, 
were become clamorous for payment: this 
conduct giving offence to Bappoo, a mifun- 
derflanding took place between him and Mr. 
Thomas, when the latter in rfifguff marched 
away. 

lie was fbon after attached by Bappoo s 
force, who, on hearing of the retreat of the 
fhah, had determined on punching Mr. Tho¬ 
mas for what he termed his late misbehaviour. 
An action enfued; but the commander of 
Buppoo's troops being wounded in the conflict, 
he thought proper to remove to a di fiance. 

An amicable arrangement between the par¬ 
ties would now have taken place, had not tire 
Seiks in BappooV army, aware of Mr. Tho¬ 
mas's intention to enter the Punjab, uted their 
utmoft exertions to widen the difference. Ho(- 
tiliiics being again renewed, an action took 
place at the paiTage of the Jumna; and though 
the country people had by this time joined the 
Mahrattas, Mr. Thomas, by a fplrited attack, 
compelled them to leave him a free paffage. 
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Straitened tor provisions,* lie proceeded on 
bis route to the north-call frontier. In Ids 
retreat, be was followed by Bappoo's army ; 
and the troops of Begum Somroo, as alio thole 
of Ragojec, governor of Delhi, had now in- 
created tiie number of his enemies. 


Over this combined force, however, he . 
proved victorious; and having defeated the 
enemy in every attempt to interrupt him on 
his march, he at length reached the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Panniput. Here, on account of 
Jiis inferiority in force, he was compelled for 
the preterit not only to rcliiUjuifli the frontier 
towns, but to confine himfelfto Jjjur. Thi¬ 
ther he fhortly alter arrived. Unable to fatisfy 
the demands of his troops, Mr. Thomas now 
determined to levy contributions on the terri¬ 
tories of his neighbours. For this purpofe he 
led his army to Orcccha, a large and populous 
town belonging to the rajah of Jyporc. 

As a ranfom for this place, Mr. Tliomas de¬ 
manded of the governor a lack of rupees; which 
being denied, he flormed and took potfHIion 
of the city. The fort, which w as teparatc, frill 
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holding out, he was on the point of making a 
fceond affault, when the killadar agreed to ran- 
fom both for fifty-two thoufand rupees. Dur¬ 
ing the negotiations the town had unfortunate¬ 
ly been fit on fire; which burnt Jo fiercely, that 
it was with difficulty extinguifiied, and not 
until goods to the amount of fevcral lacks of 
rupees had been totally con fumed, 

About this time a reconciliation was effect¬ 
ed betwixt Mr. Thomas and Vavon Row, 
when it was agreed to adjuft all former differ¬ 
ences; and Mr. Thomas, to evince the recon¬ 
ciliation was on his part finccre, brought under 
obedience to Vavon Row fevcral refractory 
zemindars. He noiv entered the Jyporc coun¬ 
try the fceond time; mid the Mcenas, a thieviffv 
tribe inhabiting a part of the country on his 
route, about thirty cofs north of Jvporc, having 
formerly invaded Vavon Row's pofTeffions; Mr. 
Thomas attacked them in force, and in a very 
fhort time annihilated this neft of banditti. 
After thefc tran fad ions, Mr, Thomas returned 
to Jyjur. 

At this place, about the middle of the year 
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he firit formed the eccentric and '■rdu- 
ons tlchgn oi erecting an independant priiici’ 
pnlity tor himlel t, 'The country of Hmri.inaii, 
which, from the troubled ihtc of the times, 
had for many years acknowledged no matter, 
but became in turn the prey of each fucceed- 
ing invader, appeared to him as beft adapted 
for the execution of his purpofe. 


The Icarcity of water, however, in this part 
of India, induced Mr. Thomas to poitponc his 
intended expedition until the approach of the 
rainy fcafon. Having reinforced his arm v, 
and being well provided with every thing ne- 
ceflaiy to enfure fuccefs, he commenced his 
march. 

His firft attack was directed again ft the 
town and fort of Kanhorce, the inhabitants of 
w hi eh place were notorious for their thievifh 
depredations. Advancing with celerity, Mr. 
Thomas, according to his ufual cuftom, at¬ 
tempted to carry the place by fiorm. In this, 
however, he was not only prevented by the 
fpintcd conduct ot the enemy, but compelled 
to retreat with the lots of three hundred of his 
men. 
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In confluence of this fevere check, it be¬ 
came neccffkry to fortify his camp; and the 
conflant and heavy rains which now fell pre¬ 
venting his creating batteries, he fortified a 
drain of polls round tbc town, and thereby 
prevented any iuccour from without. 

The garrifon he well knew was ftraitened 
for provifions; and the liege, thus converted 
into a blockade, augmented their d litre fs. The 
enemy, by frequent follies, endeavoured to in¬ 
terrupt Mr. Thomas's operations. In one of 
thefe, an attack was made on the redoubt oc¬ 
cupied by himlcli. In the confufion attend¬ 
ant on a. bufmefs of this nature, the greater 
part of his people, being panic-llnick, ran 
away. Mr. Thomas was thus reduced to a 
fitiiation truly critical: five men only remained 
with him of the infantry, to whom had been 
allotted the particular charge of his fire-arms, 
co nil fling of piftoLs and b! under buttes oi a large 
fizc. With thefe, and the afiiftance of a few 
horiemen, who had like wifi: adhered to him, 
he maintained the poll for a confidcrable time 
again (I every effort ot the enemy ; and at 
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length, by repeated and well-directed dif* 
charges, compelled them to retreat. 


A few days after this occurrence, the wea¬ 
ther becoming more favourable, and Mr, Tho¬ 
mas having rallied the fugitives, erefted a bat¬ 
tery, from which he fired with fiich good ef¬ 
fect, as to bring down a eonfidcrabte part of 
the wall; but night intervening before he 
could prepare for forming, the atrault was de¬ 
layed until the enfuing day. It was however 
rendered unnecclTary by the enemy's having 
evacuated the town during the night. 

The beft and bravefl men of Hurrianah 
teing in this town, Mr. Thomas reduced the 
other places with but little refinance. In a 
fhort time he gained complete pofieflion of the 
whole fuuth part of the province ; but the 
north-weftem part being occupied by the Bat- 
tie- 4 , the rajah of Puttyaiah, and other feik 
ciiicttsuns, it colt him confidcrablc time and 
much trouble to cfhblifh his authority as far 
as the river Cmi^gur. 

1 be fucccfltul termination of this campaign, 
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afford us an opportunity of prelcoting a detail¬ 
ed account of the country poffcflhd L 7 Mr, 
Thomas; with fome relative ob ft: nations on 
the nature and quality ol the foil, and on the 
general character ol its inhabitants. 

In the diftria called Hurriunah, ninety miles 
to the north-welt of Delhi, is the country ol 
Mr, George Thomas. It extends eighty cols 
from north to Ibuth, and the fame diilance 
from caff to weft. To the northward it is 
hounded by the poffleflions of Sahig Sing, chief 
of Puttialuh, on the north-weft by the Battles, 
weft by the dominions of Beykaneer, and ibuth 
by Jyporc, foutli-eaft by the pergunnah oi’Da- 
darcc, cafe by the diftrisfts adjoining to Delhi, 
and north-cart by the cities of Rhotuck and 
Panniput. That part of the country more 
immediately occupied by Mr. 1 ho mas, is in 
fhape nearly oval, and extends from fix teen to 
twenty-four cois* in different directions. The 
northern boundary is formed by the fiver Caug- 
gur, beyond which are the feik territories. To 
the Ibuth it is bounded by the town of Behai, 


* Consul: di; map. 
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cart by Mahim, and weft by Bchadra, contain¬ 
ing in all eight hundred villages. 


Within this tratt of country, as in moft 
parts of Hurrianah, water is Icarce, more efpe- 
cially during the hot lealon. To remedy this 
inconvenience, the inhabitants have con It rutt¬ 
ed wells of eonfidcrablc depth, not unfrequent* 
!y from one hundred and twenty to one hun¬ 
dred and fifty feet. 

In addition to this each diilrid has two or 
three tanks faced with ftonc. Thefc afford a 
plentiful fupply of water until the approach of 
the hot winds of the cn filing feafon, when 
they arc dried up. The number of wells dif¬ 
fer according to the induftry of the refpettive 
inhabitants. At Hifiilr, for inftance, are three 
hundred; at Hanfi, thirty; at Mahim, one 
hundred; Tuhana has only fix; and fomc of 
the fmailer towns from two to five. In this 
country the Cauggur river is of the greateft 
fen-ice to the inhabitants. It is overflowed 
during the rainy feafon by the acceifion of the 
fijeams which iifuc from the mountains; and 
on the retiring of the waters, leaves, like the 
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wafers of the Nile, a rich and greafy earth, 
which yields an abundant crop of the fineft 
wheat. Other parts of Mr, Thomas's pofief 
(ions produce joar, rice, bajerah, and various 
forts of pulle, chunah, and barley ; but the lat¬ 
ter depends on the rain that may fall from the 
mouth of Q&uber to Chriftmas- Within the 
aforementioned tradt, the pafturage is uncom¬ 
monly luxuriant, and produces perhaps the 
largeft fupply of forage to be met with in any 
part of Afia. The era:* in Hum an ah is alio of 
a very fuperior quality, both as to wholelome- 
nefs and nouriflunent, Hence the cattle excel 
thole of other parts. The climate is in gene¬ 
ral falubrk>u3; though, when the fandy and 
dclcrt country lying to the weft ward becomes 
heated, it is inimical to an European confK- 
tut ion. 


The peyock, or Guinea-worm, fo common in 
feveral parts of Arabia and Perfia, is like wile 
extremely troublefome 111 this province. To 
fomc it proves dangerous; though it is remark¬ 
ed by Mr. Thomas, this diiordcr fefdom at¬ 
tacks Europeans, and is in general confined to 
the pcalantry of the country. 


MEMOIRS or 


las 


£a, ». I 798 * 


The Ptvook, or Guinea worm, the flruatn- 
eititta perstrr 11m of Kcempfer,* 15 found chiefly 
on the fhores of the Pcrfian gulf, and in the 
fouthorn parts of Perfia; more clpcdally in the 
province of Carmania, and on the iflaud of 
Ormuz. The origin and progrefs of the dis¬ 
order Derationed by this Angular worm, is dc- 
feribed by Koempfer in his Amoenitates Ex¬ 
otica?, with fo much accuracy and fpint, that 
we hope to be pardoned in prcfcnting our 
readers with an extract from this valuable 
work, which, it is much to be regretted, has 
not hitherto been given to our countrymen in 
an Englifll drefs.f 


■ Vide J£«?mpfcr + £ Amcrukates EiotktCj Fasciculus 3d* 

Observe io 4th, p. yhj. 

f In Iuccm prodiuiri nitneh plenimqtfe eat febrkula, vx 
plurimum ephemera, nun liunquam in tcrtLuu iliem pro- 
tracta, cum feta: partis ruhidiiic ct tumore} in quo post ri¬ 
el ic exsurgit postub pM imgnitudme* tencra* aquoso, pet- 
Utcida, non raro ^tricolor: qua pcsE uuum aiat ahtnun 
diem spontc rupti vcl acn aperta, pros ilk lumbrid sum mu* 
apex* sivc rostdlticrip. ibidem haetenus abiccuuJitimi, quod 
pcdctcutkn ct rcliquutn corpus undecunqtie subicquitur, 
bland *5 attractions quoiidie solkkatum. Saipc ctiam 
non nisi pnevib partis dolor e, ct duritk vix femibill 
iiiisdiur; rupio ibidem* quo perpcuio tibi viam pam* til- 
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The natives ot’ Hurrianah tor a fucceflion ot 
agt:£ having been in a co&ftant flute of IvarJlirt, 

cusc^Id, sine epidermtdis pustule- Esc credo pro lumbrici 
maguit udine cc maturitate citiori, turn pro situ ei loco gene- 
rat ionis curio, fieri tor tit am diffifcilior, longior nut brevier: 
rare autcin par iter ct vivas, frequent) ssiin-.: sucecssivo tem- 
purr, dicbtis tirciter decent, extrahitur: Omnium Fdkk- 
sime egret) itur, qtn in strut i cave abscond itiir, nam bunt, 
barba ciem, vivbm itlico educintus, sine dolore et puru¬ 
lent! ulccris mcoththodo. Supra muscultim aliqtlem lit 
crurc aut brachlo non adrticdum Jbpersus jjeetts, vel in 
gyrum volutus, quulis ociiiu it tact u tkpreheriditu r, intici 
pantos dies, a quo tnarurare incipit, s-ine notabili pure et 
moles ti j., quin tcI imo Jnterdum nisu extrahitiir. I'-\ fe- 
111 ore ct ulnis ptennnque fat ill partu exit, tli ebus admodum 
p.utis, Ska vugo Ugaihenttt pedis invo!veils admodum 
diffiriilier, mora videlicet vlgftnti vel tunpUtii dierum, ex- 
tluditur, cum labo quotidie copiostsdinc niagnoque KgrotS 
cum dolore et incommode. 

The time when the worm is about to appear, is indi¬ 
cated by slight feverish symptoms in the patient; it is 
sometimes protracted until the third day, when the pm is 
affected by a red itifnor, which on the ensuing day be¬ 
comes a pustule of a bright black : thb breaking of itself, 
or being pierced with a needle, the head or snout of the 
worm makes its appearance, and as quickly withdraws it¬ 
self from the touch. To extract the worm, great patience 
and caution arc necessary, as from unskilftilocis in hundb -g 
it frequently breaks, which not only cantos acute paiu to 
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pofTcf- great perfbnal bravery ; they are expert 
iri the ufe ot arms, particular ]} 11 in the exereife 


the patient, bat the part remaining degenerates into an in¬ 
curable ulcer. The til tic necessary for extracting this worm 
is longer or shorter, according to its size* but it is seldom 
taken oat entire before the expiration of ten days. It 
sometimes lies dispersed above a muscle, at other times it 
is found in the interstices of the muscles of the legs and 
arms* or convoluted i it is laid hold of with 311 armed 
needle, A few days from the time in which it begins to 
maturate it may be extracted without pain or any con¬ 
siderable discharge of matter, except when it k withdrawn 
by a 6m attempt. From the thighs and arm-pits it makes 
an easy exh within a few days: when it appears among the 
tendons of the feet, great delay is experienced. It takes 
up twenty days in the operation, which is moreover attend¬ 
ed with a copious discharge of matter, and severe pain i& 
the patient, 

1 he general mode adopted in India for the extraction 
of this worm, h by means of a small round piece of bam¬ 
boo, to which is attached a thread. This being fixed 10 
the worm, so modi of the thread h wound round the 
body as to prevent its retiring again within the flesh- In 
this state 11 remains until the ensuing day, when a little 
more is added to the former, until the whole ij extracted. 
By this curious process, it is easy to be perceived the ex¬ 
treme care that is necessary to prevent its breaking- 

Travellers have at various times been afQktcd with this 
disorder ; for m'rsdf I never experienced it, though it was 
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of the lance, fabre, and the matchlock but 
though brave, they arc in difpofition ciuel, 
treacherous, and vindictive; and when en¬ 
gaged in domdtic quarrels, ferupk not to kill 
their antagomft on the flighted and mofc trivial 
occaGons. 

For his capital, Mr. Thomas fclcCted the 
town of this place is fituatc ninety 

common to the inhabit ants of^ersb, during my residence 
in that country * many years since. The spirited and in¬ 
telligent Bruce got it after ha return from Abyssinia to 
Grand Cairo, In like manner this worm is extracted from 
the negroes on the coast of Africa, who attribute the cause 
of this complaint to the badness of the water. 

* Mr, Thomas adduced several instances of their despe¬ 
rate resolution, and almost invincible courage, once against 
the celebrated Ismaul Beg g at the town of UlioiTanny, aod 
a second time against the attacks of Gopaul Row, the Mali- 
ratta general. The army of the latter was defeated at 
Sanghec, after an unsuccessful siege of forty days. 

In an assault-against the fort of Deighle, Appakaiidarow, 
though attended by a select and well-appointed army* was 
repubed with considerable loss, 

f The subjoined schedule contains an account tolerably 
accurate of the country held by Mr, Thorns, including the 

I 2 
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miles nortli-weft of Delhi, and nearly in the 
centre of his newly-acquired domains. The 
town Handing upon a hill is peculiarly well 
adapted to a permanent re fide nee. 


No water can be procured within fevers cols, 
hut the gnrrifbn have an ample fupply of that 


names of the separate pergunnahs, the number of villages 
formerly inhibited, compared with its present state i the 
revenues, bearings, and distances of each pergunoah being 
taken from Mansi, the capital. 
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ncceflary article from fevcral wells within the 
fort. This circumftance renders difficult an 
attack, except at the feafon ot the periodical 
rains. " Here,” fays Mr. Thomas, with that 
energy and fpirited animation which diltin- 
guifhed him throughout the fee lies ot his ex¬ 
traordinary life, *' I eftablithed my capital, 
“ rebuilt the walls of the city, long fmee fallen 
w into decay, and repaired the fortifications. 
A * As it had been long deierted, at firft 1 touml 
u difficulty in procuring inhabitants, hut by 
“ degrees and gentle treatment I felc&ed 
** between five and fix thoufand perfons, to 
whom l allowed every lawful indulgence. 

" I cftablifhed a mint, and coined my own 
** rupees, which I made current in my army 
'* and country ; as from the commencement 
of my career at Jyjur, I had rcfolvcd to 
cftablilli an independency, I employed work- 
men and artificers ot all kinds, and 1 now 
“ judged that nothing but force of arms could 
“ maintain me in my authority. I therefore 
s * increafed their numbers, caft my own artil- 
“ lery, commenced making mufqucts, matdi- 
u locks, and powder; and, in fliort, made the 
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“ bcfr P rc P ara tions for earning on an ofleu- 
five and defenfivt war; till at length having 
" gained a capital and country bordering on 
“ the Seik territories, I wifficd to put myfcli* 
in a capacity, w hen a favorable opportunity 
fhould offer, of attempting the conqucft of 
the Punjab, and afpired to the honour of 

* P lantin S the Britifh ftondard on the banks 
" of the Attockri’* 


W t l ? mt ° and *"■ the »PF*t of 

his troops, M r , Thonus appropriated a part of the revenue 

ansmp from the lands granted by the Mahrait«, M£ | wfth 
t^ivh judgment and discernment, naturally inherent in 
, * T*' ^mvoured to conciliate the affections of 

men j granting pensions to the widows and children 
or nearest relations of those soldiers who fdl in his service, 

Jr PC 7°r Sj t0 «W r, ’P ccs per annum, 

whTi r ^ 7 rt t0 the fCSpet,ivc cTaim ™> a »ode 

huh roflms the highest credit on Mr. Thomas’, ch-ac- 
ter, hut which had tong since been anticipated by the 

-.«!«■« »f C* BrMah *««« in Z,Z 

tran sepoys. I he payments were made every ** momhs 

r^.r * ■*• 

W of bis rank This and 
uZTT “ f , n “'" E " nn ° 0 • “rioxioo of small 

of lir T,,nm “«*• WW* <b* pm 

m T! Ta 5 S l 0 *™"”'* 11 ht *H«d bom Urn dim 

*oin K acwlln ' ^" ’HJjJ“*' <•"- 
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CHAPTER VH. 

Refisffiions. — Mr. Thomas rtfbhxs to invade the 
Jyfoor territory.—Geographical and Jiatifkai 
account of that country. — Revenues> hfiory, 
manners and cujlams, of the inhabitants . 

H AVING accompanied Mr. Thomas 
through a feries of fervices, as interefl- 
ing in their nature as Angular in their relult; 
having beheld him from the lituation of a fu¬ 
gitive, a friend lets and defer ted objc< 3 , now by 
the force of his own exertions, and an intrepi¬ 
dity of fpirit fcarcelv to be paralleled, obtain a 
fituation feldom equalled by the mofl fortunate; 
wc muft next proceed to trace the caufes and 
defcribe the progrefs of thole events which Jed 
to a decline of his authority, and in the end, 
as the only means of fafety and el cape from the 
perfection of numerous and inveterate foes, 
compelled him to leek an afylum in the terri¬ 
tories of his native fovercign. 
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Hot however to anticipate the order of events, 
it will now be decenary to rccqr to Mr. Tho¬ 
mas's lituatiun when in pofll-ffion of his newly 
acquired country. His mind having been long 
intent on the reduction of the Punjab, he would 
ju . have fet out on this ;ntc retting expedition, 
but on a review of his, troops made for the pur¬ 
pose, he found his force insufficient to the talk, 
and was therefore induced to have rccourfi: to 
au cxcurfion into die Jypore dominions, which 
had hitherto afforded a never-fading fupply to 
his ncccffitics, and whole ruler was in conic- 
quence become his bitter pnemy. 


The Iituation of the Jypore dominions, and 
the irrelative importance among the Hates of Raj- 
poo tana, will juftify a detail of the ftrength and 
internal rcfourccs of this interefting country. 
The dominions of Jypore arc nearly one hundred 
cuts Irom north to fuuth, and fifty from call to 
well; they arc bounded on the north by the 
ah trie! of Human ah, on the north-caft by Alvar, 
call by Karolcc and Bhurtpoor, iouth by Kota, 
Boon X and Me war, Iouth-well: bv Kilheng- 
hur. weft by Aj me re and Joud-porc, and on the 
porth-weft by the country of Bevkancer, 
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The eaftern, north-eaftem, fauthem and 
fouth-weftern parts of Jyporc produce wheat, 
cotton, tobacco, and in general whatever is 
common to other parts of India; to which may 
be added, excellent cattle, and abundance of 
good copper. 

The country in general is watered from the 
wells ; the northern and north-weftem diftriils 
being fandy arc not fo well fuopticd with this 
nccdTkry article as the midland parts ; bat in 
that part of Jyporc w hich is mountainous, the 
jtreams that ifitie from thence are of the high- 
eft advantage to the culti vation of the foil. 

The Rajpoots of Jyporc arc not efteemed fo 
brave as thofeof Joudpore, for winch Mr. Tho¬ 
mas imagines three caufes may be aferibed :— 
firft, the encroachments of the prince on the 
feudal fyftcm, which obtained formerly in this 
country, and which has contributed to render 
the people abjed and flavifli; fecond, that their 
armies arc commanded by people whom they 
neither love, fear, or rilpcct; and thirdly, the 
difference ol climate, which is particularly ob- 
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fervable m a Gomparifoo with the ftature and 
perfonal eomelinefs of the Rhatorcs with thofe 
of Jypore, the inhabitants of the former being 
by far more robuft in their make. 


No Rajpoot engages in trade, or any mecha¬ 
nical occupation whatfoever: they are ail, 
without exception, either foldicrs or hufband- 
men. 


They arc of a high and unconquerable fpirit, 
and do not think'poverty any di [honour : on 
the contrary they will often ailert in converfk- 
tkm, that provided a perfon ftiall conduct him- 
felf with propriety towards his neighbours, he, 
whether poiltffcd of riches or not, is, in all re- 
fpt£b, to be confidcrcd as a man of perfect ho¬ 
nour. 

Among other cuftoms peculiar to the Rajpoots 
the prefervatton of female honour holds with 
them a fuperior Ration i fcandal uttered againft 
the wife or daughter of a Rajpoot is never 
forgiven, and death alone can expiate the 
offence. 


I 
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This high icnfe of honour has, however, ren¬ 
dered them of all other people moll circumfpedt 
in convention, and they are careful of giving 
offence; ihould a Rajpoot fufpedl a perfon in¬ 
clined to flight him, he will not only forego 
every profped of advantage to be derived from 
the ufual mode ol reconciliation, by the mutual 
exertion ol common triends, but will even make 
a circuitous route to avoid puffing by the habi¬ 
tation of his antsgonift, This feverity of man¬ 
ners may appear to Grangers, at a firfl view, to 
be prohibitory; but a long refidence in the 
country", and intimate acquaintance with the 
manners and cuftoms of this extraordinary 
people, have long fince convinced Mr. Tho¬ 
mas that 0 perfon of upright manners cannot 
aflbeiate with a better companion than a Raj¬ 
poot. 

In their marriages they pay the ftridlcfl at¬ 
tention to call, and will never unite themfelvcs 
with people of inferior condition; this is fo 
unavoidably neccfTary, that were a man to 
enter into an alliance with a family of ignoble 
blood, the children of fuch marriage would in 
confequence be deprived of their right of inhc- 
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riunce; a ftriking inftancc of national perti- 
nadty. 

A plurality of wives, though allowed by their 
inllitutiotis, excepting among the higher order 
of Rajpoots, is rddom pmclifed ; and even in 
that instance it is more owing to motives of 
policy than inclination, and a riles chiefly from 
a defire of extinguifiling thofe antient feuds 
which have fo long fubiifted among families. 


During, their infancy and childhood, the 
fhijpoot women being kept in a conflant Rate 
of concealment, when once married arc flfdom 
fren but by the very neareft in blood among 
their own relations. Tins cuftom is fo rooted 
among them, that a lady would confider hcr- 
fdf as dilhonoured by' any expofure of her per* 
fbn to public view. 

This fed nil on of females in (out hern Afia, 
has been crmncoufly fuppofed by many perform 
to be a hardlhip on the fex ; but, m Mr. Tho¬ 
mas’s opinion, it is undcrftaod in a fciife rather 
1 10 general; in every other refpeft, the Rajpoot 
character yields to no nation in Alia, or perhaps 
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in the world, in maintaining the ties of fek A 
tionfliip and confanguinity, by a Jcrics ot‘ the 
kindeft actions towards each other. They are 
dutiful ions, kind hufbands, and affeffionate 
brothers. 


The men, it is true, are in the higheft degree 
jealous of their honour* but the exempting their 
women from perianal labour, in employing them 
though fecreted from the reft of the world, in 
fuperintending the education of their children, 
and other dumcftic avocations, cannot furely 
with juftiee be confidcred as a hardfhip. “ And 
ft ifivc look,’’ fays Mr. Thomas, “ at the con- 
*' dition of the inferior Jiirt of women in moft 
** parts of Europe, the fituation of the Rajpoot 
“ Icmalcs may be, perhaps, benefited by the 
" comparison, 

One cuftom, and one alone, obtains among 
this infatuated people, at which nature muft 
ever revolt, and humanity fhudder: it is the 
practice of putting to death their new-born 
females. In other refpeels tender and affec¬ 
tionate towards their offspring, it was a matter 
of extreme furprizc to Mr. Thomas that in this 
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inftancc the Rajpoots fliould fo far exceed the 
bounds of natural affection. 


From motives of curlofity, be was induced to 
demand their reafon for allowing of this horrid 
pradliee; the reply in general was, " it is our 
cuftom ; l * but when Mr, Thomas remarked 
that was but a bad plea for the coin million of 
the horrid crime of murder, they would then 
urge the portability of their daughters meeting 
with bad hufbauds, who might hereafter bring 
diigracc and di(honour on their pofterity ; or, 
that the infants them (elves might, at fome fu¬ 
ture period, commit actions unworthy of the 
name of Rajpoots. ** Should this reafoning 
hold/ faid Mr. Thomas, “ and the Rajpoot 
l< nation, in this particular, were to be all of 
“ the fame mind, they would in die fpacc of 
u one hundred years, or much Ids time, become 
" extinct,” This argument enforced with per¬ 
tinacity, had, for a time, the effect of carrying 
apparent convidlion of the impropriety of a 
cuflom fb unnatural, and he had the fatisfac- 
tion to obtain frequent promifes from Ibme 
rcfpcctabU; families in that country, that they 
would difeontimic the practice in future. This 
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promife lie afterwards learnt had, in feme in- 
ltanees, among their own relations been happily 
tarried into client. 


With thefc exceptions the Rajpoots may be 
confidered as honourable, brave, and faithful; 
and lew nations who are not in poilcllion of the 
advantages of education, or thofe benefits which 
arife trom the refinements of civilized life, ran 
be find to be pofieflrd of more good qualities, 
or benevolence of diipofition. 


This benevolence of difpofition is exhibited 
in a peculiar manner towards the Jauts, who 
arc cultivators of the foil, for though the Raj¬ 
poots keep them under the ftri&cft obedience, 
and do not allow them more than is ncccfTary 
for their fubfi fee nee .deprive them of the honour 
of bearing arms, except it be on the actual iu- 
vafionot their frontiers; notwithfianding tliete 
circum fiances, apparently fo degrading, the 
farmer acknowledges that he lives happily un¬ 
der the government, and that his ftatc of po¬ 
verty h, by the mildnds in manners exhibited 
towards him by his fupciiors the Rajpoots, 
converted into content. 
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The rajah of Jjpore, rich in refources of 
every kind, is in fa<ft a very powerful prince; 
his cavalry may he computed at not lefs than 
thirty thoufand men. He has twelve thoufand 
infantry in his fervicc, cxclufive of five or fix 
thoufand mercenaries. In this ftatement are 
not included the aids which he would be en¬ 
abled to draw from his connexions with the 
neighbouring countries of Joudpore, Oudeporc, 
and Bcykanecr, to whole rulers he is allied by 
blood. His artillery is numerous, and well- 
appointed, 14 and in fhort," fays Mr. Thomas, 
“ an alliance with this prince, in cafe of fic- 
** ceflity, may be one day deemed not unwor- 
,f thv the precaution and lorefightd the Britilh 
" government in Afia." 

One thing only tends to mark a deficiency 
in the other wife found policy of this prince, 
which is, the appointment of people of inferior 
rank to high commands in his army. 

Naturally high-fpirited and haughty, d 
Rajpoot is, of all other people, moft averf’e to 
ferve under a perfon whom he confidcrs his in¬ 
ferior. 
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Hence arifes the impolicy of the rajah, who 
has of late years introduced into commands in 
his army, (ervants, mechanics, and even Haves* 
Thefe men, defiitute of talents or conduft, 
cannot be fuppofed to pofTefs that indcpcndancy 
of fpirit which alone excites to the performance 
of great aft ions, tn juft ideation of the rajah’s 
meafurcs in this indance, it has however heen 
afierted by fome, that the difference of cad and 
condition makes none in refpeft to courage : 
which Mr. Thomas ohferves may hold good 
with refpeft to European troops, or even Indian 
troops difeiplined and condufted by European 
officers, as, in that inftancc, they may be con- 
iidcred as a machine aftuated and animated by 
the voice of the commander ; but in an Indian 
army, where difcipline never cxifted, little can 
be expefted from chiefs who in their aft ions 
arc not fti mulcted by a icnfe of pcrlonal ho¬ 
nour. 

The Rajpoots, therefore, who compofed the 
greater number of tlic troops in the Jypore 
army, deeming thefe commanders inadequate 
to perform the duties of their ftation, became 
conlequcntly indifferent in their acknowledge- 
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ment of authority: thcfc men, moreover, from 
a constant residence at the court of a gay and 
Insurious prince, for fucli is the character of 
the reigning fovereign, have afliimed the man¬ 
ners of courtiers, and indulge in too frequent 
ridicule on the plain and honeft Simplicity of 
Rajpoot manners ; while the latter, from their 
haughtmefs of Spirit, and the di/gull conceived 
at this treatment, never fail, on the Slighted 
token of difrefpedl, to revenge the intuit, by 
putting the aggreflbr to mftant death. 


Among the recreations of the Kutchwah 
Rajpoots, the exercise on horfcback forms a 
diftmguifhing feature. If ever, by chance, they 
Should be necessitated to combat on Soot, it is 
ouk in defence of their houfes and families. 
Their arms confilt of a lance and fabre ; and 
though the rajah, of late years, has introduced 
the mufquet and matchlock, they make but 
little: ufc of thcfc weapons. They have, in 
common with other Rajpoots, a thick quilted 
jacket, which, like armour, will refill with 
effect the Stroke of a fey meter. 


The country ot Jyporc is capable of yielding 
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an annual revenue of one hundred and twenty 
lacks of rupees ; though from the nature of its 
government, the amount paid into the rajah s 
trciifury now feldom exceeds fixty hicks, i his 
may be accounted tor by coniidcring that the 
feudal fyftcm prevailing throughout the domi¬ 
nions of Jypore Icflens thereby the adtual reve¬ 
nue of the Hite, The refpeftive chic! tains 
hold their lands in Jaiedad, and for the exprefs 
purpofc of affording a body of troops in times 
of emergency, which cannot be difpenfed with. 
To this certain expence arc to be added the 
occasional exactions of the fovereigu upon par¬ 
ticular chiefs, and confequcnt diminution ol the 
effective military three. 

The chiefs of the diftrift termed Shcckba- 
tvathy in particular, who in former times could 
contribute their quota towards the exigencies 
of the ft ate, by bringing ten thoufand men into 
the field, and who from great military expe¬ 
rience and length of forvice, were juiily confi¬ 
de red as the bell foldicrs in the Jypore army, 
can now with difficulty muftcr three Lhouiartd 
men. Of late years tlicfe troops have become 
not only extremely dilgufted with the fcrvicc, 
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occasioned by the caufcs already detailed, but 
have evinced a fpirit of difeontent and dilTatis* 
fadlion, which in the event cf ci\il difeord 
threatens to prove highly detrimental to the 
general intcrcfts of the community. 


The Rajpoot princes of Jyporc are of the 
tribe called Kutchwa, and tracing their origin 
from a remote antiquity, this illuftrious family 
in the annals of the empire arc called Beni 
Soruj, or children of the fun. They originally 
fettled in the Southern parts of the province of 
Gualior, and drew their lineage from rajah 
Ramchunder, a prince of high celebrity. 


It appears from the Hindoo books called Rn- 
mayoon and Muhubharat, that rajah Ramchun- 
der had two fons, the one named Nubh, and 
the other Koofli. The descendants of the 
former arc denominated Burhagoojcr, and thofc 
of the latter Kutchwayah. Pirthi Raj* the 

• Pirthi Sing, .[foremen uoned, was the founder of a 
dynast y, denominated Diiazdah Kutchoory, or the twelve 
partitions ' t so called from the number of his sons, among 
whom, 10 prevent animosities, lu- during his lifetime di¬ 
vided his dominions into as many separate parts. 
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fir ft fovercign who mounted the throne of Jy- 
pore, in the sera of Bekerraajcet,* 1550, died 
in 1584. 

The defendants of the Rajahs of Ambecr 
having eftabliftied thcmfclvcs in the finefit parts 
of the peninfula, for a feries ot years were ]>of- 
fefTcd of high authority and cxtenfive dominion. 
Among theft Maun Sing, a prince renowned in 
the annals of the empire, affiimed a leading 
part; others, following his example, in fuccef- 
fion contributed to the permanent cflablifliment 
of tbeir family* by acts of no left wifdom than 
benevolence. 

The dry and umntcrcfting matter contained 
in a genealogical detail can he gratifying to 
none ; it will therefore be Jufficient to remark, 
that the fucccflion of the Rajpoot princes from 
their founder continued for feveral centuries to 
fill the throne of Jypore; and our prefent 
detail will conclude by obfcrvmg, that in the 
records of the royal family of Ambecr, there 


* For the ten of Bckemajeet wnmlt Mr. Gladwin's 
Ayeen Akbeiy- 
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exifb a table of two hundred and fifteen princes 
from rajah Eamch under to Purtaub Sing, the 
prefeat fiovc reign,* 


m In the foregoing detail the compiler has great ratbfat* 
tion in offering his best tlranks to Colonel Palmer, late 
ambassador at the Poonali Durbar; to Captain John Bail- 
lie, professor of the Arabic and Persian languages; and to ' 
the gentlemen students in the Persian and Arabic classes 
in the college of Fort William, founded under die auspices 
of Jits excellency the most noble Marquis Wellesley : Co¬ 
lonel Palmer having most obligingly communicated 10 him 
some M.3- matter on the genealogy of the Rajpoot princes 
of Jypore, Joudpore, and Otsdipore ; and Captain BiiUie 
having, with no less kindness, suggested to his pupils the 
translation of it as a voluntary exercise during thdr vaca¬ 
tion holing 
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CHAPTER Vin. 

7n an expedition again/l Jypore, Mr. Thomas is 
joined by Fdvori Row.—Their proceedings .— 
Account of the city of Futtahpore.—Approach 
of the jypore army.—Battle of Futtahpore. 

I N returning from a digreflion, which it is 
hoped will have afforded our readers fomc 
relief from the tedium of narrative detail, it is 
now neceflaiy to remark, that about this time 
Luckwah, commander in chief of the forces of 
Scindiah north of the Ncrbuddah, fent orders 
to Vavon Row to invade Jypore ; and in his 
letter on that fubjett, having mentioned the 
fum exacted by his predcceffors in office from 
each of the diftritts, he recommended Vavon 
Row to demand an equal proportion on the 
prefent occafion, as a reward for the icrvicc to 
be performed : he moreover allowed Vavon 
Row' ten annas in the rupee, from the money 
thus eol letted, to be divided among the troops, 
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and the remaining fix annas to be fent to his 
own treaftiry, 

Vavon Row*, on receipt of the above or¬ 
der, wrote prefling letters to Mr. Thomas, 
in viting him to join in the propofed expedition; 
but he, though w illing to make a temporary 
incurfion to J) pore to obtain pretent relief to 
his ncecflities, was by no means inclined to go 
the lengths propofed, and at firfl from pruden¬ 
tial motives declined the offer, 

Mr. Thomas moreover was not ignorant that 
the fubfiftencc of fb large a body of troops on 
an expedition like the prefent, could only he 
obtained by a full treafury, and his own rc- 
fourccs were at prefent dried up. That the 
numerous cavalry which the Jypore rajah could 
bring into the field would very much impede 
their efforts in procuring the ncecflary fupplics 
of forage and provifions; and that without 
thefe aids the fucceis of the expedition would 
be very doubtful; and finally, he remarked to 
Vavon Row, that even it ineeds attended their 
arms the rajah would never pay to them the 
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fum fpecified, but would refer the matter to 
Luckwah bimfclf, whereby they would lofe 
the fruits of their labours. Thefc fuggeftlons, 
however falutary in their ddign, could not per- 
fuade Vavon Row to give up his feheme, or 
convince him that their united force was in¬ 
competent to the prefent conteft. 

That chief now font his vakeel to Mr. Tho¬ 
mas, promifing him a fum of money, of which 
he Rood in great need, for the proffered afiift- 
ance, and be at length clofed with the pro- 
pofal. 

His force at this time confided of three bat¬ 
talions of four hundred men each, w ith fourteen 
pieces of artillery, ninety horfc, three hundred 
Rohillas, and two hundred of the pcafantry of 
Hurrianah, with which he joined Vavon Row 
at Kanond. 

That chief had himfeli one battalion of in¬ 
fantry, four pieces of artillery, nine hundred 
cavalry, and fix hundred irregulars. With this 
force they commenced their march towards 
Jyporc. On entering the country, a party of 
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the Rajah's troops Rationed to collcft the re- 
venues retreated; when the chief of the diftrifl 
ient vakeels into Mr. Thomas’s camp, who 
agreed to the payment of the two years' tribute 
which had been named by Luckwah. 

1’he offer was accepted, and the troops 
marching forward compelled federal others to 
iubmit to fimilar exaction?, tor nesr 3 month 
the united armies continued their progreft 
without interruption; but the rajah of Jypore, 
who had in the interim been collecting his 
troops, now marched to the relief of his poffef- 
fiotis, with a refolution to punifh the invader?, 
and revenge the infult he had fufhincd, by 
giving battle wherever he fliould meet with his 
enemies. The army thus collcfted, amounted 
to forty thoufand men, with which the rajah 
marched againft Mr, Thomas and Vhvon How, 
who, not having yet got pofleffion of any place 
from w hence a fupply of grain could be drawn, 
became fenfiblc of their error, and were re¬ 
duced to a flotation truly hazardous. Vavorv 
Row deeming it impofliblc to encounter fo 
large a force, now acquainted Mr. Thomas that 
he mufr rely on his own exertions; that from 
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the numbers and acknowledged bravery of the 
enemy, who were chiefly Rajpoots, there could 
exift but fmall hope of’fucccis in risking an en¬ 
gagement, and for theft confide rat ions advifed 
Mr. Thomas to retreat. To combat thefe ar¬ 
guments, and fruftratc a defigu fo pufil luminous 
in its nature, Mr. Thomas reminded Vavon 
Row of his hafty and inconfidcrate conduit in 
leading them into their prefent exigency, that 
there cxiitcd no caufe to prevent at lead one 
trial of ftrength, their own troops being faith¬ 
ful to them, and in high fpirit to engage; that 
moreover, to think of a retreat on the prefent 
occafion, without an exertion on their part, 
would be a difhonour to himfelf and his pro¬ 
genitors, who never turned their backs on an 
enemy; and finally obferved, that if Vavon 
Row now receded, he never could again expert 
to be employed by Scmdiah, or any other chief 
under bis authority. Thefc arguments com¬ 
bined at length made an impreflion on the 
mind of Valon Row, and he agreed to rifll an 
engagement. 


With this determination, they marched 
forthwith to the city of Futtahpore, in which 
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they expected to meet with a Supply of grain 
iufficicnt for the confumption of their troops; 
but on their arrival the inhabitants, who had 
received intimation of their approach, were 
bufily employed in filling up the wells in the 
neighbourhood, in order to d litre fs the troops 
for water. They had nearly completed this 
defign, only one remaining open, when Mr. 
Thomas arrived. 


The pofTeftion of this remaining well now 
became the objedi of contention betwixt Mr. 
Thomas and a body of four hundred men who 
had been detached from the city for the exprefs 
purpoie of filling it up. Mr. Thomas, who 
perceived no time was to be loft, ordered hts 
cavalry to charge. The action was at ftrft ob- 
ftinate ; but two of the enemy’s firdars being 
killed, the reft retreated, and the well was hap¬ 
pily preferred. This was of great importance, 
as except in this tingle fupply no water was to 
be procured but from a confide rablc di fiance. 


The fcrvicc on this day was uncommonly 
ft verc, as Mr. Thomas had completed a march 
ol fivc-and-twenty miles over a deep fand. 
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which in mod places was above the ancles of 
his men; he was therefore glad to encamp, 
and afford lb me repole to his fatigued troops. 

As the city of Futtahporc was marked in 
Mr. Thomas's military career, as a place of 
fignal fudccfs, an account of it may not per¬ 
haps be deemed intrufivc. 


Kaiccm Khan, a Tartar nobleman, accom¬ 
panied the ftandard of the Moguls on their firlt 
invafion of Hindu dan ; and as a reward for his 
military Jcr vices on tliat occafion had been pre- 
fented with the government of the adjoining 
country of Hurriansih and Jmjitmoo, where he 
fettled with his family and adherents. 

In proccfs of time, however, the Mogul 
princes who fat on the throne of Delhi, un¬ 
mindful of the fer vices of this illuftrious family, 
endeavoured to effect their ruin; and finally 
by a tyrannical procedure, expelled them from 
the province. Oil their cxpullion they fought 
analylum in the dominions of Jypore, by whofe 
ruler they were kindly received, and where 
they remained until the prefent time. The city 
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of Futtahporc was allotted for their re fide nee; 
where, fince that period, the defeendants of 
Kaieem Khan have continued to refidc, retain¬ 
ing, along w ith the name of their founder, the 
character!flic energy and military fpirit of the 
tribe; and are to this day termed by the na¬ 
tives Kaieem Khanee, or ddeendants of Kaieem 
Khan. 


The city of Futtahporc being full of people, 
Mr. Thomas, in order to fave the effufion of 
blood, was dclirous to treat with the inhabit¬ 
ants for its ranfom : but the demands of Va- 
von Row were fo exorbitant, that they de¬ 
clined compliance. 

The Mahratta chief afkcd no Icfs a fum 
than ten lacs of rupees, whilft the to w nspeople 
only offered one, encouraged perhaps by the 
hope of receiving atliftance from the rajah of 
Jypore, who was rapidly advancing to their 
relief. 

During chcfe negotiations night came on, 
and nothing was done iefpeding the propolcd 
ranfom : fome perfons, however, w ho had been 


A. 0*1799.3 CEOUCfi THOMAS. 159 

fcnt into the city by Mr. Thomas to proted 
the place until they could make the terms of 
furrendcr, unluckily began to plunder the in¬ 
habitants ; which dreum fiance lb esafperated 
the commandant, that he broke off all further 
treaty, and the united force then took poffef- 
fion of the place by fiorm. This was fcarcely 
effeded, when intelligence of the rajah's ap¬ 
proach was announced to Mr. Thomas, who 
then thought proper to fortify his camp, which 
he did in the following manner. In the neigh¬ 
bourhood were abundance of large thorn-trees, 
which arc common in the weft of India: a 
fuflkient number of thefe were cut down, and, 
by Mr. 1 homas s direction, piled one upon 
another in the front and flanks of his camp, 
his rear being fecured by the city of Futtah- 
porc. To render it more impenetrable, the 
branches of the trees* being clofely interwoven 

* It is remarkable that Mr* Thomas, who tuid read eery 
litik, should, from the resource* of his own mind, have 
adapted a mode of defence parallel with one related in the 
History of Modern L-uropr, Speaking of die approach of 
the British army under the command of General Aber- 
cromby* in the war of 1758, Jgnmst the fort of T&wmhs 
rago l in North America* 14 The Fruit: h tl«p JiLtorka) 
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with each other, were then made faff with 
ropes, thus forming rhevattx de frize to keep off 
the cavalry ; and lately a large quantity of tend 
was thrown between the branches which point¬ 
ed outwards toward the enemy. 


A trench could not be dug, as the fand was 
fo loofc in Its quality that the excavations were 
inftantly hi led up as foon as made : but the 
abbatis above-mentioned was on fcvcral accounts 
highly fervicealilc, particularly as it not only 
fecured Mr. Thomas from tire attacks of the 
enemy's cavalry, but afforded protection to 
the camp. He next tlire&ed batteries to be 
made for the defence of the different wells in 
the neighbourhood, which had by this time 
been cleaned out and opened afreffi for life. 
He took poffdlion of and fortified the city in 
the belt manner that the fhortnefs of the time 


“ were stationed under the cannon of the place, behind an 
** abbalif or breast-work formed of the trunks of trees 
11 piled me upon another ; and they were farther defended 
by whole trees* with their hnneh^s outward, some of 
“ which were cut and sharpened so as la answer the pur- 
t€ pcfre of ifituatix dr friatJ *— See Ru^d’b History of Mo¬ 
dem Europe, vd, v + p, 288a 
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admitted; ordered a large fupply of provifions 
to be brought into his camp; and had fearedy 
finilhed thefe preparations, when the vanguard 
of the enemy's army appeared in fight. 

On their arrival, the enemy encamped within 
four cols of Mr. Thomas, and foon after puflied 
on a detachment of cavalry and infantry to 
clear the wells in the neighbourhood. For 
two days he allowed them to proceed with 
their work uninterruptedly; hut on the third 
morning, he with two battalions of infantry, 
eight pieces of artillery, and his own cavalry, 
marched out with a rclolution to attack their 
grand park of artillery, leaving directions to 
the battalion that remained behind to attack 
and difperfc the advanced party before-men¬ 
tioned. On his departure, he left a written 
paper for Vavon Row, requeuing that chief to 
follow with the remainder of his cavalry, and 
with the infantry which he had with htm, to 
provide for the lecurily of the camp. 

Mr. Thomas was difpolcd to ait in this man¬ 
ner from his experience of the Mahrattas, who 
he well knew, if acquainted with his plans. 
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couJti keep nothing fccret, but would, by di¬ 
vulging them, put the enemy on their guard. 
It was night v\ hen he fet out; and a tumbril 
being upfet on the road, occafioncd confider- 
able delay in their progrefs, fo that the day 
began to dawn before the evil was repaired; 
and. to add to his mortification* on arriving 
near the camp, he perceived the enemy a£ 
tumbled under arms* and ready to receive him. 


h was now too late to carry his firft dehgn 
unto execution, I _ Ic pufhcd on* however; 
and* coming up with a party who now ad¬ 
vanced to meet him, attacked them to the 
number of feven thou land men with great 
Ipirit and vigour. Phc enemy made but a 
feeble refinance, and foon after withdrew to 
their main body* having fuftained eonlidcrablc 
loft. 7 he wells which had been cleaned out 
were again filled up; and Mr. Thomas, after 
collecting the horfes and other cattle which 
had been left on the field, returned with hi* 
detachment to camp. On bis way he met 
w ith the Mahratta cavalry* who teemed much 
out ot humour that they had not been con- 
1 ultcd on io important an oecafion: but Va von 
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Row, their chief, reprefied their pride by tell¬ 
ing them plainly, that their own delay in ac¬ 
coutring was the real caufe of their difap- 
pointment. 

Mr. Thomas’s officers now received khil- 
luts* from the Mahratta chief; and, to pre¬ 
vent anicnofities, fimilar marks of honour were 
beftowed, though with reliiftancc, on the o£ 
ficcrs of the Mahratta horfe. 

Preparations were now making by the 
enemy to bring on a general engagement,, 
which proved far greater in its confcquenccs 
than cither party had forefecn. The next 
morning at day-break, Mr. Thomas was in¬ 
formed that there was a great buftlc in the 
enemy’s camp, and fliortly after received intel¬ 
ligence of their actual approach in order of 
battle. He had determined in his own mind 
the Ipot where he would engage; and as he 
well knew no reliance could be placed on the 
Mahrattas, he was neceffitated to leave a part 
of his infantry, and four fix-pounders, to guard 
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the camp and cover his rear, which was in 
danger of" being lurrounded. by the enemy : 
with the remainder, confiding of two batta¬ 
lions of infantry, two hundred Rohillas, his ca¬ 
valry, and ten pieces of artillery,, lie prepared 
for the encounter. 


The Mahrattas, on feeing the immenfe force 
they had to cope with, gave themfelvcs over 
for lod; and Mr. Thomas was in a manner 
compelled to fight this important battle with¬ 
out affiftancc. 

After fame manoeuvres on either fide, he 
was glad to find that the enemy didributed 
their army as he wiflicd. 

Their right wing, confiding of the whole 
force of the Rajpoot cavalry, was ddflncd to 
the attack of' his camp; and i’o certain were 
they of vidory, that, on perceiving the dock- 
ade we have before deferibed, they laughed at 
the idea that a Jne bufhts, as they were pleafed 
to term them, could fora moment retard their 
progrefs, or refid the impetuosity of the attack. 
The left wing, confiding of four thoufand Ko- 
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hillas, three thou find Ghoffeins, and fix thou- 
fand irregular infantry, commanded by the 
chiefs of their refpeftive diffcrifts, advanced at 
the fame time with hafty ftrides and loud 
jhouts, to take polTdlfm of the city, the lofs 
of which, by cutting off the fupply of w ater, 
would have been attended with the mort le* 
rious con fequ cnees, 

Their third, or main body, was compofod 
of ten battalions of infantry, twenty-two pieces 
of artillery, and the JUah pojh, or body guard, 
of the rajah, confining of fix teen hundred men 
armed with matchlock; and fibres, and com¬ 
manded by Rajah Roorojee Khavics, as gene- 
raliffimo of the .army. Notwithrtandmg this 
immenfe force, Mr. Thomas derived great ad¬ 
vantage from the pofition in which his troops 
were drawn up i bis front and flunks being ie- 
curcd by tlie fortified camp, and bis rear by 
the city of Futtahporc. 

The enemy's cavalry now advancing ift clofe 
and compact order, the Mahrattas, who were 
pofted in the rear, font to require a reinforce¬ 
ment i and accordingly Mr. Thomas, though 
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he could ill rparc it, ordered four companies 
and two of the guns which had been left for 
the protection of the camp, to march out and 
join him; while, with three guns and five 
companies of infantry, he advanced to repel 
the attack oi the encmy T s horfe. His main 
body was commanded by John Morris, an 
Englifhman, “ w ho, though a brave man (fays 
u Mr. Thomas), was better adapted to con- 
” du£t a forlorn hope than to direct the nio- 
** tions of troops in a field of battle.'* Mr. 
Thomas having taken pofleffion of a very high 
fand-bank, the enemy were thus placed be¬ 
tween two fires, and could neither charge him 
or attack the camp; they canfcquently began 
to draw’ off: but perceiving he had but few 
cavalry, and thole being in his rear, on a fud- 
den made a furious charge upon them, by 
which the perfon who commanded, and feve¬ 
rs) other brave men, were inftantly cut to 
pieces; and it was not until the advance of 
two companies of grenadiers, who, after hav¬ 
ing given their volley, charged with bayonets, 
that the enemy, thus expofed, w r ere compelled 
to retreat; and had the other divifions of their 
anuy behaved with equal lpirit, the day would 
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have been their own. It was not, however, 
until their cavalry retreated, that the body deft 
tined to take poffeffioti of the city thought 
proper to advance a fccond time, having al¬ 
ready once been driven back with confide table 
loft. Within the city Mr. Thomas had polled 
the Hurrianah infantry, and one hundred Ro 
hillas, who, having fortified the higheft and the 
ffroiigeft of the houfes, could maintain them- 
felvcs againft all attacks, excepting thofc of 
artillery. Of this circumftance the enemy 
were aware; and accordingly now detached 
fix pieces of cannon again ft the city, with or¬ 
ders to renew the combat. Mr. Thomas, on 
feeing their cavalry draw off" from the field, 
was thereby enabled to luccoux thofc. He at¬ 
tacked the enemy in faintly, and with fi> much 
vigour, that he compelled them to withdraw 
the artillery, and retreat. Their main body 
had by this time become a confufed mafk, 
without order, regularity, or method. The 
enemy, notwithHanding, was determined to 
riik the lfTue of the day on a general charge 
on Mr, Thomas's main body. But their ge¬ 
neral was not met on this necafion with equal 
ardour by his troops; and Mr. Thu mas, per- 
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ceiving them at a ft and, commenced a heavy 
fire of grape fhot from his guns, when, after 
fuftaining much Iofs, the enemy retreated; and 
Mr. 1 ho mas at this time ordered his battalions 
that had fuffered the leaft in the late conflict 
to advance in the purfuit. This, however, could 
not now be effc&ed; the bullocks attached to 
the artillery, having been Rationed behind a 
fand-bank in the rear, could not be brought 
up with the expedition the emergency of the 
cafe required. At this time the Mahratta ca¬ 
valry, who, during the preceding part of the 
conflict, had flood aloof, came forward with 
their fervices in this purfuit, After forae de¬ 
lay, Mr, Thomas, having procured a fbfficient 
number of bullocks for one of his guns, ad- 
\anced with that and a battalion of infantry 
agamll the enemy; while the Mahratta horfe, 
to wipe off the tit (grace they had before fuf¬ 
fered by their inactivity, joined in the purfuit. 


The enemy wore retreating in all diredlions; 
and Mr. Thomas prepared to take pofieflion 
ot a pair of twenty-tour pounders, which re¬ 
mained near the fpot where he flood, and di¬ 
rected fbrne of his people to carry them intq 
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the rear. At this infbmt a large body of Raj¬ 
poot cavalry advanced fword in hand to refeue 
the guns, when the cowardly Mabratcas, with¬ 
out fuJhtiuing a Jingle aflault, quitted the field, 
Mr. Thomas,, perceiving the enemy continued 
to advance, drew up his troops as well as the 
Ihortneis of time permitted : but before he was 
completely formed, the Mahratta horfc, in 
their pufiHammons flight, had broken through 
his Jett wing, and were followed clofely by 
the Rajpoots, who began to cut down a great 
number of his men. Theft; gallant Jobbers 
made a brave re <5 ft a nee; many of them, even 
jn the agonies of death, feized hold of the 
bridles of the enemy 's holies. The moment 
was critical; and to Mr. Thomas pregnant 
with future mifehief. With the only gun 
that remained, which he loaded up to the 
muzzle, and about one hundred and fifty of his 
followers, who bravely determined to conquer 
or die with him, he waited the event with 
fortitude. After permitting the enemy to ap¬ 
proach within forty yards, he gave his fire, 
accompanied at the fame time by a volley of 
mufquctry, with fuch confidence effect, that 
preat numbers of the enemy were infhntly 
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knocked down. This firifc effort, being fol¬ 
lowed by two other difcharges, completely 
routed the enemy, and drove them from this 
wclhcontefted field. 


The Mahratta horJc, who had been the 
chief caufe of the late difaftcr, had in the in¬ 
terim haftened to the camp for protection, but 
were by Mr. Thomasi order refnfed admit¬ 
tance ; and a fmall party oi Rajpoots, who had 
followed in their rear, put fcveral to death 
without mercy.* 


The enemy’s infantry, perceiving the attack 
made by the horfe, began by this time to rally, 
and feemed inclined to renew the aftion. To 
afford them an opportunity of lb doing, Mr. 
Thomas, having collcftcd the remains of bis 
gallant detachment, waited the attack. The 
day approaching to a clofc, the enemy thought 
proper to retire; and Mr. Thomas, after lea re h- 
ing in vain for the twenty-four pounders which 
lie had once poffciTed during the aft ion, rc- 

• Throughout the whole of this tuition, Mr. Thomm 
speaks in terms most indignant of the disgraceful behaviour 
of his allies. 
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turned with his army to camp. In this aftion, 
in killed and wounded, Mr. Thomas loft three 
hundred men (amongft the fatter of whom 
was the gallant Morris): that of the enemy 
amounted to more than two thoufand, exclu¬ 
sive of buries and other valuable effects, which 
they were compelled to leave behind on the 
field ol' battle. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Military Operationscontinued.- — Mr. Thomas com-, 
pci led to retreat—Dtftrtjs of the army,—Peace 
concluded. — Mr. Thomas marches againfl the 
rajah of Bcykauetr*—Geographical deferip-lion 
of that country—of the Lackhi Jungle .— 
Military operations. — Mr. Thomas enters into 

engagements with Atnhajee. 

* 

O N the enfuing morning, Mr. Thomas no¬ 
tified to the enemy’s general that he 
might fend proper pcrfbns to bury the dead, 
and carry away the wounded men without in¬ 
terruption on his part. This civility was re¬ 
ceived with attention, accompanied at the fame 
time with a requeft tu treat for peace. 

Varan Row, as a previous Stipulation, infill¬ 
ed on the payment of a large fum of money to 
indemnify him for loiTes fuftained during the 
campaign. To this the other objected, upon 
the principle of not being autherifed by the 
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rajah of Jypoor to difburfc lb large a futri with¬ 
out further orders. On receiving this aufwcr, 
Mr. Thomas, fuipefling that the enemy only 
waited for time to procure a reinforcement, 
recommended to Yavou Row the profecution 
of hofiilities. That chief was averfe to the pro- 
pofal, as be deemed the performance ofmamla* 
or agreement, preferable to the hazard and rilk 
of a fecond engagement, and therefore he over¬ 
ruled Mr. Thomas's objeclions. The negotia¬ 
tions for peace were therefore broken off. The 
enemy, having collc&ed the feattered remains 
of their forces, took poft on their former ground. 
In the mean time letters from Scindiah arrived, 
requeuing Varan Row to dcfrft irom hostilities 
againft the troops of Jypoor. Others of fimilar 
import came from Mr. Perron, who had lately 
Succeeded General Duboignc in the chief com¬ 
mand of Scindiah’s forces. 

The enemy now of their own accord offered 
to pay the fum ot fifty thoufand rupees, which 
being moft unaccountably rejected, Yavon Row 
had much realbn to repent. During flic late 
negotiations conff durable rcinlorccmcnts had 
arrived in the Jypoor camp, and buitiiUics re- 
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commenced with redoubled vigour on both 
Tides. 


Mr. Thomas's troops from a want of forage, 
which, they were obliged to col left from a 
diftancc of twenty miles from the camp, fuf- 
tained much inconvenience. In attempts to 
bring it in they were moreover handled by de¬ 
tached parties of the enemy ; and to complete 
their dillrefs, the rajah of Beykanecr had by 
this time reinforced the Jyporc army with five 
thoufand men. The Mahrattas in Mr. Tho¬ 
mas’s camp, wholly ufdeis, were lit only to 
plunder and del troy the unrdifting pea lan try. 
Thus fituated, and forage continuing to de¬ 
er cafe, a council of war was held between 
Vavon Row, Mr. Thomas, and the other com¬ 
manders, in which it was unanimoufly agreed 
to attempt a retreat to their own country. 

Agreeably to this refotution, the next mo ru¬ 
ing before day-break, the troops began to file 
oft> but were Icarccly got in motion w hen the 
enemy's whole force came up to the attack. 
\\ liile it continued dark, great confufion pre¬ 
vailed j but on the appearance of day-light, Mr. 
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Thomas, having formed his men, compelled the 
enemy to retreat with great loJs. 


They ft ill continued to hang on his rear, and 
annoy him with the fire of artillery, affiilcdby 
an immenfe quantity of rockets. From the 
rapidity of his march the enemy’s heavy guns 
were too n obliged to remain behind, and the 
rocket and the matchlock men alone continued 
thepurfuit. The day was intenfcly hot, and the 
troops fufared feverdy from a total want of 
w : ater; this caufe, however, operating in a fi- 
milar manner upon the enemy, prevented the 
execution of their plans. The fervlce was fevere, 
and in the higheft degree fatiguing at length 
after a toil fume march. M r , Thomas arrived in 
the evening at a village, where lie fortunately 
met with two wells, containing plenty of oxed- 
1 cut water. His men, eager to catch a rcfrefhing 
draught, crowded ib Jaffc upon each other that 
two fell into the well, by which accident one 
oi them was inftantly fallocated, and the other 
with much difficulty brought out alive. Care 
w as now taken to prevent a renew al of fimilar 
accidents, by ftationmg an armed force to pro- 
teft the well, till by degrees moft of the troops 
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having received a fimall fupply, the confufion 
ccaJcd, and order was reftored in the camp. 


The enemy ftill followed in the rear, and en¬ 
camped within two cofs. Mr. Thomas deter¬ 
mined to renew the attack the enluing day. 

Mr. Thomas, perceiving that his men had 
loft their act uftomed fpirits, to encourage them 
marched himfelf, on foot, at their head, during 
the whole of the enfuing day. 


The enemy frequently appearing inclined to 
charge, Mr. Thomas directed the commandant 
of artillery to keep up a conftant fire m the 
rear. This, in fame degree checked their ar¬ 
dour, and afforded an opportunity to his own 
troops to move on. After a fccond day’s march, 
attended by circum fiances ot diftrefs iimllar to 
the preceding one, though with confide fable 
bfi to the enemy, Mr, Thomas arrived at a 
large town ; in the neighbourhood of which he 
was gratified w ith the fight of an ample lupply 
of water, from five wells. 

Here the enemy dcfilting from the purfuit, 
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Mr, Thomas had time to dircft his attention 
to the fit nation of his own troops. The tick 
and wounded were conduced to a place of 
i'afety, together with the hoftages which had 
been received from the enemy on the com¬ 
mencement of the late negotiations ; and haying 
retted and rcfrcllied his men, Mr. Thomas re¬ 
commenced hoftilities on the enemy’s country, 
and, by a fucceflion of exactions and fines, foon 
obtained money fufficicnt to defray his expenccs, 
and fatisfy his troops for their arrears. 

By this time, the rajah of Jypoor, fenfibleof 
the injury which his country would futtain by 
thefe depredations, once more feijt perfons to 
offer terms to Vavon How, for the evacuation 
of his territories. The terms were accepted, a 
fum of money paid, and hottilitics ccafed. 

On the condufton of the tranfadlions, Mr. 
Thomas determined to retaliate on the rajah of 
Beykaiicer, and punifh him for the aid which 
he had afforded the prince of Jypoor the pre¬ 
ceding year. 

To comprehend, however, the nature of this 
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expedition, it will be nccdlisry in this place to 
recur to a geographical and ftatiftical Iketch of 
this remarkable country. 


The province of Beykanecr is bounded on the 
north by the country ot the Battics, weft by the 
dekrt, fouth-weft by Jeficlmcre, and iouth by 
Joudpoor; ibuth-eaft by Jy poor, and caft by 
the diUriift of Hurrianali. It is one hundred 
and twenty cols from north to Jbuth, and from 
fifty to eighty from Gaft to weft ; but is broad- 
eft in the centre. The country is elevated ; 
the foil a light brown Hind, from the nature of 
which rain is f wallowed up as foon as fallen* 
This circumflancc renders ncccflary a recourse 
to the conftruclion of wells in all parts of the 
country. Thefe, which are made of brick, are in. 
general from one to two hundred feet in depth, 
though towards the Jeflelmere frontier they 
extend to no Ids than three hundred feet. For 
the ordinary purpofes of life, and domcftic eon- 
lumption, each family is careful to provide a 
eiftem tor the reception of rain water; as a 
dearth oi this prcc ■ jus article frequ entl y com¬ 
pel? the inhabitants, by whole families, to mi¬ 
grate ton'more favourable foil. 
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With the exception of a few villages towards 
the eaftem boundary, the cultivation of Bey- 
kaneer is precarious; bajerah, and other forts 
of Indian pulfc, being all that are produced. 
But buries and bullocks are numerous. From 
the caufcs above ft a ted, the inhabitants of Bcy- 
kaneer are obliged in a great mea furc to depend 
upon their neighbours lor the necdTarv fupplics 
of provisions; as even in the few places mod 
favourable for cultivation the produce of the 
fields fcarccly recompenles the labour of th* 
pea fan t. 

The city of Reykanecr is fpacious, well-built* 
and Unrounded by a wall of conker. 

One mile Ibuth-wcft of the city is the fort 
where the rajah rclldcs. It is a place ofcon- 
fiderable ftrength, built in the Indian ityle, and 
encom palled by a broad and deep ditch ; but 
the chief fecuritv of both the city and fort is 
owing to the fcarclty of water in the Unround¬ 
ing country. 

The form of government in Bcj kaneer rc- 
fembles that of Joudpoor, for here alfo both 
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the property and lives of the fubje<5t are entirely 
at the difpoial of the prince. 

Soorut Sing, the prefent ruler of Bcykanccr, 
has been of late years compelled to maintain 
an army of mercenaries for the feeurity of his 
authority. For though at his acceflion to the 
government he found Iiimfclf pofTeffed of a full 
treafury, which the wifdom and lb refight of his 
anceftora had hoarded up with frugality and 
care ; yet from boundlds profusion and thought¬ 
less extravagance this was quickly ditfipated; 
and his ncccflities compelling him to have re- 
cou rib to extortions to fupply his extravagance, 
he has, by becoming cruel, tyrannical, and op- 
preflive, thereby alienated the love ol liis fub- 
jefts.* 

* In the year 1799, the rajah of Bcykanccr committed 
an.aft deserving of the highest reprobation, and which 
stands confirmed on the authority of Mr. Thomas. 

A party who were sent by Vizier Alt, the spurious 
nawatib of Ouile, to the country d Zsswun fabah, were, 
by order of Soorut Sing, the present sovereign, rot only 
detained prisoners in their passage through his territories, 
but plundered of their property and treasure to the amount 
of twenty-seven lacks of rupees, and finally put to death. 
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The inhabitants of Beykanecr are in general 
Rajpoots, and fpring from the parent flock of 
Oudipore, as will be hereafter noticed in the 
hiftorical fketch of that remarkable country. 
Tins ot courfc attaches to them a fimilarity of 
habits and manners. It has however been re¬ 
marked that although Rajpoots, and of the 
Rhatore tribe, the Beykaneerians are cruel in 
difpnfition, cowardly, and treacherous. Thefe 
degenerate iymptoms may be attributed partly 
to their indolent and inactive ftate for a long 
period of years; and partly to a relaxation in 
their ancient Simplicity of manners, occasioned 
by the bad example fet them by their own 
princes. 


The revenues of Beykanecr amount to about 
three Jacks of rupees ; though the rajah has 00 
cafionally found means, by laying duties and 
vexations impofls on the merchants paffmg 
through his country, to realize nearly double 
that fum. 

The trade formerly patting from the port of 
Soorat to Tatta on the Indus, entered from 
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thence the Be) Lancer province. The ufual 
route of the caravans was through Joudporc 
and the province of Jeffetmere ; but the rapa¬ 
city and injuft ice of the reigning prince, as 
above related, have, of late years, if not utterly 
annihilated commerce, at kaft dirtied its 
CQurk into other channels : of this neglect the 
rajah of Jyporc has reaped the principal bene¬ 
fit, by turning the moil lucrative branches of 
commerce into his own territories. 


The force of Bcykanccr may amount on the 
whole to eight thousand men; two filths of 
which are cavalry, and the remainder infantry 
and artillery, in the for vice of this prince arc 
ieveral Europeans of different nations, who rc- 
fide w ithin the fort of Beykanecr. 

The r.;jah of Beykancer has many enemies, 
the principal of which are his neighbours the 
Battles, whole country he invaded about nine 
years finee, but without fuccefs. lie has, in 
like manner, been unfuccdsful in fevcral at¬ 
tempts lately made in the diftrift of Churoo. 


Confidcring the nature of the foil and climate 
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of this country, it imift appear matter of no 
fmall fur prize, that anv people fhould volun- 
tardy have ftle&ed fo barren and unprofitable 
a fipot for a permanent rdidencc. In Mr. Tho¬ 
mas s opinion, this determination tnufl have 
originated in the predilection manifefted by the 
firil fettiers tor this dreary lbllcu.de; either from 
a romantic with for retirement among them- 
ft Ives, or occafioncd by the hatred which 
they entertained againft the oppreffion and in¬ 
justice of their former rulers. The natives of 
this diUriel are Tobuft, hardy, and excellent 
farmers. 


Adjoining the province of Beykanecr is the 
diftrift called the Lacky Jungle, fo much and 
fo defer verity celebrated for the fertility of its 
palturc lands, and for a breed of excellent 
horfts of the hlghcft eftimation in India. The 
Lacky Jungle is compriftd within the diilri& 
ol Batinda, forming a circle of about twenty- 
tour codes of the country each wav. On the 
north it is bounded by the country of Roy 
KcLaun, caft by the province ot Hurrianah, 
ibutli by Batnicr, and weft by the great deftrt. 
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It is fituated twenty-two cofs north of Batnier, 
and fiftv weft ol Pattialah, to whole chief the 
rajah is tributary * The foil being ftndy, the 
wells arc of confiderabk depth. The country 
yields rice and bajerah, and other forts of grain, 
but not in abundance. The chief excellency 
of the dtftridl confifts in itspafture lands, which 
for a fucceflion ot ages have been celebrated as 
a nurfery lor cattle, The original breed in this 
country has been much improved by Pcrfian 
bodes, which were introduced during the fuc- 
ceffivc invafions of Nadir Shah and the Abdal- 
lis into Hindooftan, This breed however has 
of late years been much neglected. This Mr. 
Thomas attributes to the exactions of the go- 
yemment, or rather to the rapacity ot the mi- 
nifters of the rajah, who frequently compel the 
proprietors of the Kories to fell them at theirown 
price, much under the real value ; and when 
purchafed they arc by theft rapacious men ftnt, 
on their own accounts, to different parts ot the 
pcninfula, and fold at a confiderable profit. 

* Consult the map.—This put of the country however 
stands in need of an aftual survey, which would be both 
curious and interesting. 


A, V. 1799-3 GEORGE THOMAS* 1®5 

This impolitic meafure has not only caufed 
a decreafc in the prefent breed, but has alfo 
deterred the inhabitants from extending the 
traffic ; though, on the contrary, if the breeders 
of the horfes were allowed a fair and equitable 
market, and they were to be exempted from 
thofe vexatious draw backs, thecommercc might 
again flourifh* and the proprietors of land in the 
Laeky Jungle and its vicinity would have a 
certain preference in fupplying the neighbour¬ 
ing ftates with plenty of the fine ft horfes in 
India, 

The prices of the horfes arc variable, and ob¬ 
tain according to the quality of the animal ; 
they arc in general from two hundred to one 
thoufand rupees in value, which latter fum is 
fddom exceeded. 

It is remarked that the breeders are averfe to 
difpofe of their brood marcs; and if prevailed 
upon to do fb, will exa£t double price : though 
in general with regard to foreigners, they can¬ 
not be perfuaded to part with a brood m arc for 
any price. 
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While breeding, the mares and foals arc kept 
apart from the horfes. The women and chi ldren 
look after them during the day-time. At the 
feafon of the periodical rains they are allowed 
to graze, and are brought home at night; but 
in the cold and dry feafons they are fed upon 
hay, which is dried in the lame manner as in 
Europe ; a cuflom common throughout the 
weft of India. 


One thing only diminifhes the excellence of 
this breed, which is a difcafe of the molt dif* 
trading nature. A fpedcs of tmiiquitoes, called 
by the natives Dunkh*, and feme times Fetha, 
are not only very' troublefome to the animals, 
by annoying them with their flings, but in a 
fllort time degenerating into an incurable can¬ 
cer, the horfes die. 

This diferder prevails chiefly in the neigh- 

* This Is remarkable, and it would no doubt amply re¬ 
compense ihe labour any gentleman of sckmc might bestow 
in investigating the Wises of this extraordinary distemper, 
and pointing out a remedy ; more especially, as it seems 
peculiar to the district called the Lacky Jungle. 


A. D, 1799*] CEOftfJE THOMAS, 187 

boy r hood of the Cuggur river, more particularly 
about the towns of FuttiahbacI, Seer 1 ah, and 
Kunvali j and it is computed that in thefc 
places, and the interior parts of the Ijjicky 
Jungle, the yearly lofs fuftained by the ravages 
of this pernicious infect is ciLimatcd at one- 
fourth of the horfes* that are produced. 

Returning from our geographical excursion, 
vs e now refumc the thread of our narrative. 
When rcfolvcd on the invafton of Beykaneer, 
Mr. Thomas, with great precaution and fore¬ 
light, had prepared a number of water-bags for 
the uie of his army ; a meafure which the 
Icarcity of water in that country rendered in- 
difpen&bly neceflary. 

Wi th this aid, and a reinforcement of troops, 
he oil the commencement of the rainy feafon 
began his march. The raj ah, vv lio had received 


* In addition to tl»c foregoing It may bo observed, ilut 
tb(iyg?i the best horses are said to be produced within the 
boundaries of the Luky Jungle, Mr Thomas affirms that 
equally good horses ins? be procured many cost distant 
from thence j a circumstance which may possibly have con¬ 
founded the real Jungle with, some other place. 
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intimation of the intended attack, was prepared 
to repel it. Being in want of artillery, and 
knowing he could not ftand again ft Mr. Tho¬ 
mas on the plain, lie Rationed large bodies of 
infantry in each of the frontier towns. 


The firft attack was made on the village of 
Jcitporc, in which were three thouland men. 
Mr. Thomas refolved on an immediate aflault; 
and carried the place, though with the lols ot 
two hundred of his troop. The lives and pro¬ 
perty of the furvivors were then ranfomed for 
a fum of money; and fuccefsful in this firft on- 
iet, Mr. Thomas met with but little refinance 
during the remainder of the campaign. Inti¬ 
midated by thefc repeated defeats, the rajah's 
followers dderted in crowds, a few Rajpoots 
alone remained faithful to his caule. 


Under circumRanees fo unfavorable, the rajah 
di (patched a vakeel to Mr. Thomas, torequeft 
a ceflation from hoifilitics, and confent to art 
adjuftment 01 former differences. The rajah 
agreed to pay the fum of two lacks of rupees, 
part of which was delivered on the fpot; and 
for the remainder bills were given upon mcr- 
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chants in Jypore, the amount of winch Mr. 
Thomas never received. 

It has before been remarked that Lucfcwah 
and his colleague had been Juperfeded in their 
command, and made prifoners. This circnm- 
ftance afforded Mr. Thomas an opportunity of 
regaining pofleffion of the diimets belonging to 
the dcceaied Appakandarow, and which, as 
above related, had been made over in form to 
Furnaveefc. Mr. Thomas now pofiefled hi ill¬ 
icit ot the diftri&s in question, with an intent 
to prefent them to Appa's heir ; but Arobajee 
and Mr. Perron, who i)ad been lately nominated 
to the chief command in Hindooftan, hearing 
of his intentions, united in requefting Mr, Tho¬ 
mas to abfhiiu from interfering in the affair. 
Confuting with Vavon Row on the fuljecl, he 
was advifed by that chief to comply, and at 
length affented. In recompence for this con- 
celljon, the Marhattas gave him the pergunnsh 
of Badhli, which he added to his other acqui- 
fit ions. 

Mr, Thomas next marched to Jeind, a town 
on the frontiers of Hurrianah and Punjab, be- 
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landing to Baug Sing. This chief had, from 
Mr. Thomas's firft entering the province, be¬ 
haved towards him in a hoftile manner, for 
which Mr. Thomas now determined to reta¬ 
liate. On his arrival at Jcind, the capital of 
Baug Sing, he attempted to {form the place, 
but was driven hack with the lofs of four hun¬ 
dred men. Undifmaycd even at a cheek lb 
unexpected, Mr. Thomas, having fortified his 
camp agreeably to his ufual cuftom, formed 
the blockade of the place; by which means, 
there being three thoufand perfons within the 
town, he expcCled to compel them to a furren- 
dcr. In this hope he was for the prefent dif- 
ttppointcd. The filler of Sahib Sing, of Putti- 
alah, a woman of a mafcullne and intrepid 
fpirit, attended by a large force, arrived to fuc- 
cour the place : w ith her alfo came Bughed 
Sing, and other chiefs of the Seiks. Mr. Tho¬ 
mas, w ithont hetitation, attacked the laft-men- 
tiotfed party with fb much fpirit that he com¬ 
pelled them to retire : and following up Ids 
victory, drove them through their own camp, 
which, confining of ftraV huts, he quickly de- 
ftroyed by fire. They returned however to the 
attack, and their numbers increating, they were 
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permitted, by the fhamdul fupinenefs of his 
own officers, to take pofleffion of two redoubts, 
by whicli many of his heft men were cut to 
pieces. Supplies of provifion coming in (lowly, 
and the country people perceiving the untoward 
filiation of affairs, now declared again ft him, 
and joined the enemy. This compelled Mr. 
Thomas, niter a blockade of three months, to 
raife the fiegc, and return to Hand, The ene¬ 
my, by this time increafed to ten thou (and 
men, followed in his rear ; and to add to Ids 
diftrds, the chief of [kutialah appeared at the 
fame time with (evera) pieces of heavy artillery. 
A retreat in theft: countries being always deemed 
equivalent to a defeat, the peafantiy who rofe 
on all Tides increafed the difficulty in his pro- 
grefs. In hope of diverting the enemy’s atten¬ 
tion, Mr. Thomas gave out that he was going 
toJypore; which lying far diftant from their 
ow n country, he expected Would induce them 
to relinquifh their purfuit. In this he was un- 
fuccefsful; but the enemy having repeatedly 
attacked him, and as often been repul fed, now 
of their own accord drew off, and directed their 
march towards Hurd;. Hoping to mtcrccp,* 
him before he could reach that place, in their 
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route they encamped at Narnound, a town 
twenty cofa to the northward Oi IJaniii litre 
Mr. Thomas refolvcd to attack them. For 
tills purpofe he marched all night, and arriving 
by daybreak in their camp, gave them a com¬ 
plete defeat. Their tents, baggage, the how- 
dahs of their elephants, the bazar, with one 
thoufand faddlcs, and about two hundred 
hortes, fell into his hands ; but his troops dif- 
perfing on all fidcs in fcarch of plunder, pre¬ 
vented his becoming mafter of their artillery 
and elephants. 


From the Inclemency of the tea ten, Mr. 1 ho¬ 
rn as was now neceflitated to return to the 
place where he had depofited his heavy bag¬ 
gage ; and the Seiks, in their late defeat, re¬ 
paired to Jeind, On their arrival they were re¬ 
futed admittance into the place, by the Mer ot 
Sahib Sing. This lady, who, as we have before 
feen, had on fcvcral occafions exhibited a fpirit 
fuperior to what could have been expeded from 
her tex, and far more decided than her brother, 
now offered to take the field in pcrlon. But 
the Seik chieftains, afhamed in being exceeded 
ill fpirlt by a woman, returned to encounter 
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Mr. Thomas, whom they found encamped near 
a large town. They now came to a refutation 
to conquer, or perifh in the attempt: but whiltl 
deliberating on the mode of attack, their own 
camp was fuddenly alia tilted during the night 
by a numerous and daring banditti, who found¬ 
ed their trumpets with fucli loud alarms that 
the Seiks, thinking the whole force of Mr. 
Thomas was at hand, abandoned their camp 
with precipitation. This circumftance, though 
it occafioned no real lofs to the Seiks, had great 
effect on the minds of the country people, and 
kflencd their ideas of Seik prowefs, The Seiks 
were now as defirous of peace as they had be¬ 
fore been determined on the continuance of 
holtilities; and it was at length agreed between 
the contending parties that each Ihould remain 
in poflertion of their fevera! diftritfs, as they 
flood before the flege of Jeind. Excepting the 
Rajah of Pattiulah, all the fell were well fatif- 
fied with the termination of hull i Ikies. He 
alone refilled to figrt the treaty, although, in 
ipite of his re mon (trances, it was done by his 
more fpirited lifter. For this conduct the Seik 
chief ungencroufly evinced his icfcntmcnt, by 
detaining her a prifoner ; but Mr, Thom as, 
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deeming it bis duty to interfere on this occafion, 
by threats compelled him to release her. 


About this time Mr. Thomas was invited by 
Ambajcc to unite their forces: for his affiftanco 
Mr. Thomas was to receive the monthly fum 
of fitty thoufand rupees, Having at prefect no 
particular detonation, he doled with the terms: 
and agreeably to the initruclions of Airbujce* 
prepared to lead his army to Oudipoor to en¬ 
counter Luckwa; who by this time, having re¬ 
gained his liberty, was aflembled in great force. 
As the country of Oudipoor contotutes one of 
the principal ftates of Rajepootana, and. is on 
fevers I accounts extremely intcrefting, we lhall 
hope for pardon in digreffing a little from the 
thread of our narrative, and proceed to take a 
retrofpeclive iketch of its geographical portion, 
and internal refources. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Geographical defcriptim of the country of Qtt- 
dipoor or Mrwar — its confituihn—manners 
and cujoms of the inhabitants—military ope¬ 
rations in the Oudipaor country — termination 
of the campaign, 

* J 1 1IE dominions of Oudipoor arc feventy 
cols from north to fouth, and fifty from 
call to wdh 

They are bounded on the north by Ajmerc 
and the principality of KUhenghur, on the 
north and wcfl by Joudcpoor, on the Ibuth 
and eaft by the province of Mai vi a, and the 
north-eaffc by Kotah and Buondy. 

The lands throughout Oudipoor arc pof- 
fefled by the princes, and chief nobility, and 
are held as Jaeedad, Thefe lands at prefent can 
yield an annual revenue of a crorc of rupees: 
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it formerly produced a larger fum, but the 
depredations committed by the Mahrattas fine* 
taking pofleflion of a great part of this coun¬ 
try, have caused its reduction to the prefent 
liandard ; and though the Mahrattas fince their 
conqucft have permitted the landholders above- 
mentioned to retain their lands, yet by fre¬ 
quent exactions and vexatious mulcts, their 
value to the proprietors is considerably Ici- 
fened. 

Molt of the opulent towns in Me war, which 
formerly acknowledged the authority of the 
Gudipoor family, are now in the hands of the 
Mahrattas* 

The rajah is in a ftate fimilar to that of the 
emperor at Delhi; he is entirely guided by 
Mahratta councils, and dependant on them in 
a great meafurc for his fubfiftence: but in 
Mr. Thomas’s opinion, they have not yet ob¬ 
tained the ilrong holds in his country, and this 
prince, at prefent fo inlignificant, may poflibly 
at no diftant period free himfelf from their 
tifurpations. 


GEORGE THOMAS. 


197 

The country of Oudipoor is very productive; 
it yieldsfiigar-canc, indigo, tobacco, wheat,rice, 
barley, and in Oiort every thing to be found in 
other parts of India in the greateft abundance. 

In Oudipoor are found iron-mines, ciccl- 
lent timber, and in one part of the country is 
produced fulplmr. 

i he generality of cattle, however, are infe¬ 
rior in quality to thofc of the more weftern 
countries: bodes only arc numerous, and may 
be procured at a moderate price. 

The produce of the neighbouring Hates 
being nearly the fame as that of Oudipoor, the 
trade w ith them is not confidcrablc, but a very 
extenfive commerce from all parts of India was 
formerly carried on through the agency of 
the Ghotfl-ins of Nathdora ; this of late years, 
through the oppreffive government of the 
Mahrattas, has been obftrufted in its progress, 
almoil to annihilation. 

This country is uncommonly ilrong by na¬ 
ture. The city of Oudipoor, which is lituated 
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in an amphitheatre of hills, is guarded in the 
approach by a deep and dangerous defile, which 
admits of only a finglc carriage paffing at a 
time. So extenfive is the circuit protected 
bv this pals, that between four and five hun¬ 
dred villages arc contained within its range; 
but Oudipoor, thus fuiroundcd by hills, is very 
unhealthy, and peculiarly lb during the feafon 
of the periodical rains. 

The wells in the neighbourhood of the city, 
though but a fmall diftance from the furface 
of the earth, are ftrongly impregnated with 
the mineral qualities of the water that Sows 
from the neighbouring bills, a principal eaulc 
of the infalubrity of this climate. 

The internal adminiitration of Oudipoor is 
extremely lingular, and therefore merits at¬ 
tention. 

The whole pow er of the Hate was formerly 
veiled in fixteen principal chieftains, who were 
accuftomed to refide at court, with a fttpu- 
lated number of followers. Thefc chief* dif- 
tinguiihcd by the name of the fix teen omrahs, 
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and constantly refiding at the capital, under 
the immediate eye of the fovereign, this cir- 
eamftance rendered it impolTiblc for them to 
tranfatt the bufmefs of their refpeflivc do¬ 
mains in pcrlon. To remedy this inconve¬ 
nience f thirty-two inferior chiefs were nomi*- 
nated to aflift them with their counfds: thefe 
were defignated the thirty-two omrahs; and 
in order to aflift the latter, in the ordinary de* 
tail of bufmefs in the interior diftrids, fijety- 
four inferior officers were appointed, who 
from their number are allb called the fixty* 
four omrahs. Thefc combined, prcJent a fyf- 
tem not very diffimilar to that of the feudal 
tenures of Europe, prior to the confelidation 
of the French monarchy, under the emperor 
Charlemagne,* though that prince has been 
blamed by hiftorians tor dividing his kingdom 
among his children. 

In the original defign of this ^ttraord inary 
constitution, it was intended that a grada¬ 
tion of authority Ihonld be cltablilhcd by the 

* Consult the History of France, val. I. p. 59, et «q, 
Author anonymous- 
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fmallcr number controlling the greater; fa 
that the thirty-two chiefs were to be fubfcr- 
vient to the decrees of the council of fifteen, 
and by a ilmilar and progrefiivc ratio the refo- 
lutions of the ftxty-four were to be controlled 
by thole of the thirty-two. 

But, as might reasonably have been expect¬ 
ed, the chiefs* by a frequent abufe of power, 
at length Sanctioned the interference of the 
prince; who by intrigues and Sowing ditTen- 
flotis among them, gradually recovered the 
excrcife of his own authority. 

He therefore forbade thefe hi git-Spirited 
nobles to interfere with each others' concerns: 
and to remedy the inconveniences that go¬ 
vernment might fuftain from their private 
feuds, the rajah appointed of his own accord 
a dewaun, or controller-general; to whom 
all complaints from the omrahs or the fubjects 
within their rcfpc&ive dill rids were to be 
made, and whole adjudication was to be con¬ 
fide red as final. As the lands throughout Ou- 
dipoor had formerly been divided among the 
umrahs, with a flight variation they have lb 
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continued to the prelent day; but the former 
authority and political confluence enjoyed by 
thefe omrahs in the ad mini lira t ion of the go¬ 
vernment, have long ccafcd, and at prel'cnt 
Mahratta influence alone prevails in the do¬ 
minions of Oudipoor, 

The policy of the Mahrattas has of late 
been direded to diflrefs the people of Oudi- 
poor with vexatious fines, rather than to dif- 
poflefs them altogether, as they apprehend, if 
driven to defperatlon, the Rajepoots might 
not only unite in a common eaufe, but by 
defcrting the level country and taking refuge 
in the mountains, render their complete fub- 
jcclion extremely difficult. 

The nobility of Oudipoor arc rajepoots of 
the tribe called Selodia, This tribe among 
them is efteemed the purefl and moll noble; 
a few are Rah tours. In their perfons the Ou- 
dlpoor Rajepoots arc not fo comely as the 
neighbouring rah tours, nor are they fo cou¬ 
rageous, although they frequently intermarry 
with that tribe. This diitinflion in the raje- 
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pool blood, in Mr. Thomas’s opinion, may be 
traced to the unhealthind's of the climate. 
Though affable in their manners and civil 
to ftrangers, the rajepoots of Oudipoor do 
not pofleis an equal fhare of fincerity with 
their brethreti in other parts of Rajepoo- 
tana. 

The military force of Oudipoor may be 
efti mated at twelve thou (and cavalry; the in¬ 
fantry, which is retained by the different om- 
rahs in their refpeftive forts to guard again ft 
Mahratta invafion, is very incon fide table. The 
arms of the Oudipoor rajepoots conlift of a 
matchlock, a lance, and a fabre, though the 
former are not fo much ufed as the two 
latter. 

They arc fond of glittering armour ; anti 
clothe their horfes with a thick quilting, which 
it is faid will ref]ft the ftroke of a fabre. 

Mr. Thomas moreover conGden the inha¬ 
bitants of Oudipoor as more inclined to pomp 
and luxury than the other tribes. 
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It is however to be remarked, that when 
the honour of their women is concerned, or 
they are afraid of their being infultcd, the Ba- 
jepoots of Oudipoor, in common with their 
brethren in the other ftate5, not only make a 
defperate refinance, but if unlucce&ful ft Idem 
furtive their difgrace. 

If the natural ffcrength of this country, its 
internal rcfburces, and, above all, the /pirited 
and warlike character of its inhabitants, be con- 
ftdered with attention, it can finely, concludes 
Mr. Thomas, be no matter of wonder, that the 
fubj ugation of a country fb difficult of acccJs 
(houldbc attended with innumerable obftacles; 
or that the hardy and independant chiefs, im¬ 
mured within their native faftnefles, fhould not 
only ftill be enabled to preferve thcmfclves from 
the Mahratta yoke, but continue even to the 
prelent hour to enjoy their patrimonial dtates 
in an undifturbed tranquillity. 

We tnufl now carry back our narrative to 
the commencement of Mr. Thomas’s expedi¬ 
tion again ft Luckwa; who, as before ft a ted, had 
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taken a ft rong petition on the frontiers ofOudi- 
poor. 

While nn the march towards that country, 
Mr. Thomas was alarmed by a mutiny which 
broke out among his troops, occafioncd by 
delay in the payment of their arrears. As art 
apology for a conduct fb unmilitary, they urg¬ 
ed, that as they were now marching towards 
the Deccan*, their families who were left be¬ 
hind would fuftain much inconvenience. Al¬ 
though there appeared ibmc rcafbn for the de¬ 
mand, Mr. Thomas deeming it a dangerous 
precedent to y ield compliance, therefore gave 
them a denial. The mutineers, growing out¬ 
rageous, wilhed to furround and take him pri- 
foner : this he evaded by encamping apart 
from them with the foldiers who were ftill 
faithlul. He then called in a body of cavalry 
to his affiftance, when the mutineers advanced 
with their guns to attack him. Rcfolvcd to 
reprefs their infolcncc or perilh in the attempt, 
Mr. Thomas now mounted his horfe, and 
went to meet them. Several Ihot were fired 

* Tib u-ord implies the Much, in opposition to tttur Of 
the north : paeritb is the east, and pychum the west. 
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at him : but having rejojutdy feized on the 
ringleaders, he expelled them from the camp; 
and the remainder, perceiving the fate of their 
comrades, returned to their duty. 


He then proceeded againft Luck w a. On the 
road he was joined by vakeels from the rajahs 
ofJoudpoor, Jy poor, and Kifhcn Ghur. each 
of whom brought pretend from their refpec- 
live mailers. It was now represented to Mr. 
Thomas, that Sundtuh haying pardoned Luck- 
wa, it was therefore improper to proceed to 
holt ili tics with that chief; but Mr. Thomas, 
who only confuted the interefrs of Ambajee in 
whofc fervice he was now engaged, and from 
whom he had received politivc orders to fight 
Luckwa wherever he came up with him, did 
not, from theft confidcrations, think himfclf 
at liberty to defift. But the former mutiny 
among his troops, not having been properly 
quelled, from a mirtaken lenity in Mr.Tliomas. 
and unwillingness on his part to pufh matters 
to extremities, now broke out again with re¬ 
doubled violence. W ith his ufual prompitude, 
he fdzed on the ringleaders, and infiantly 
caufed one of them to be blown from the 
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month of a cannon ; the others were iecured by 
putting them in irons: this prompt fe verity 
wag attended with the happieft effect, the mu¬ 
tiny was entirely fubdued, and was the lad he 
ever experienced. 


He was now joined by a brigade ot troops 
under Mr, Sutherland, who came for the avow¬ 
ed pur pod of oppofing Luckwa. On uniting 
their force, they advanced towards Luckwa. 
That chief, as yet unable to make an cffe&ual 
Tcfiltancc, encamped near the pafs leading to 
Oudipore, the nature of which has been before 
deferibed. Into this pafs he threw bis heavy 
baggage and {lores, a mcaiure which on any 
Other oceafion would have proved his ruin; but 
Luckwa had prcvioufly received information 
that the raunof Oudipore, being favourably in¬ 
clined towards him, was ready to afford pro- 
teuton to himfelf and follow ers. 


A plan of attack was now concerted by Mr, 
Thomas and Mr. Sutherland, and the enfuing 
morning named for carrying it into execu¬ 
tion. That very night, however, Mr. Suther¬ 
land, without aligning any caufc, to Mr. Tho- 
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mas’s utter aftoniflsment, thought proper to 
decamp, and leave him to conduct the opera¬ 
tions agatnft Luckwa with his own troops. 


This circucn fiance infpired Luckwa with 
confidence ; and he, who from the untoward 
fituatiun of his affairs, had before been hum¬ 
ble, now became haughty in proportion tp 
their alteration. Hefent letters to the differ¬ 
ent chiefs in the neighbourhood, command¬ 
ing them to join his ftendard. Three days after 
Mr. Sutherland’s retreat, Mr. Thomas, leaving 
Ambajec with his troops to proteflt the bag¬ 
gage, advanced againft Luckwa in order of 
battle; but the aft ion was at that time pre¬ 
vented by the coming on of a moft tremen¬ 
dous ttorm of rain, thunder, and lightning, 
which induced Luckwa to halt. Mr. Thomas's 
polition being favourable for cavalry to acl, of 
which the enemy’s force chiefly confided, and 
far fuperior in number, he was defirous of 
changing it; and accordingly, moving more to 
the left, he took poll on a rifmg ground from 
whence he could have nothing to apprehend 
from an attack of horfe, When the ftorm was 
over, Luckwa again advanced towards Mr. 
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Thomas [. but feeing his advantageous poliitinn, 
and having loft a number of men in his ap¬ 
proach from the fire of Air. Thomas’s artillery, 
he thought proper to draw off the field, Mr. 
Thomas, after a fevere and fatiguing fervice 
during the day-time, returned in the evening 
to his own camp. 


At midnight* vakeels from Luck v. a arriv¬ 
ing in the camp, produced letters from Scin- 
diah, in which that chief repeated his com¬ 
mands for hofti l i tics to ccafc on both Gdes, he 
having nominated Luckwa to the government 
of all his pofftfijom north of the Nerbuddah. 
In the morning a council of war being held, 
the different firdars each delivered his own opi¬ 
nion. Mr. Thomas, on his part, obferved, that 
being employed by Ambajee for the exprefs 
purpofe of reducing the province of Me war to. 
his authority, he could confent to no terms in 
which the evacuation of that country by 
Luckwa was not a leading article. 

After much negotiation, a propnCd was made 
for both armies to march to the northern iron- 
tier, and there wait for frclh inftruftions from 
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Scindiah on the fubjeft. Mr. Thomas, well 
apprifctl of the infinccrity of Luckwa, knew 
that he only wifhed to gain time, in order to 
form a junction with a body of troops now oil 
thdr march to join him from Ajemerc, anti to 
get that country in his rear, which, as the fort 
and city of Ajcmere belonged to him, would 
enable him to receive a court ant fupply of pro- 
vifions * for thefe rcafons, therefore, he was 
averfe to the propofab He knew alfo, that 
their prdent fituaticn near Gudiporc would be 
much benefited when the periodical rains, 
which were now daily expcdled, ihould fet in, 
as he would then be able to procure a fupply 
of forage, of which they were in great want. 

Thefe points he fubmitted to Ambajec’s con- 
fideratiou, but in vain, for that chiefs princi¬ 
pal officers having been gained over by bribes, 
declined acting again ft Luckwa, until anfvvcTS 
to the propolitiom referred to Scindia Ihould 
be received. 

In thofc rclblutiom Mr. Thomas unwillingly 
acquit feed. The armies commenced their 
march, and although only at a difcancc of fifty 
* o 
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cois (the rains having overtaken them in their 
route) fifteen days had elapfed before they 
reached the northern frontier. Luckwa having 
bv this time been reinforced by the troops 
which he cxpc&ed, as alio by Ibmc from Oudi- 
poor, peremptorily re in fed to evacuate the 
Country, 1 le accordingly recommenced hof- 
tilities, and marched agiiinft Mr. Thomas. 
Ambajecs’s troops, who were encamped on an 
extenfive plain, were in confequcnce open to 
attacks of cavalry ; Mr. Thomas with htsufual 
prudence had taken poft on the fpot of ground 
furrountlcd on all (ides by nullahs and ravines. 
In a council of war held on the occafion, it was 
determined that Ambajee's force fhould en¬ 
camp in Mr. Thomas’s rear, by which meam 
they would be iccurc from any attempt of the 
enemy s horfe. Prior to this determination of 
the council being known, a battalion who had 
began to drefs their Victuals, could not be per- 
itiaded to move oft until they had finished 
their meal ; the confequcnce of this delay 
proved fatal; Luckwa, too late ftnfiblc of his 
error in not poflcflTmg liimfelf of the ground 
occupied by Mr. Thomas, ncvcrthelefsattempt¬ 
ed to take a redoubt that lay in his front; for 
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this purpofc he advanced with rcfolutton, but 
being loon compelled to retreat, he directed 
his infantry to remain on the defenfive; and 
eager to revenge his ill fucccfs, at the head of 
a ftrong detachment of cavalry, he fell fud- 
denly upon the battalion before mentioned, 
who in their defencclds flatc were almoll cut 
to pieces. Mr. Thomas, leaving two batta¬ 
lions to cover Ambajce, now proceeded with 
the remainder to the attack of Ltickwa's main 
body, but a heavy fhower of rain falling, and 
the fudden fuelling of the nullahs, prevented 
further hoftilitics on that day. The rain con¬ 
tinued without inter million for eight days, 
during which time no opportunity occurred of 
renewing the contcfl; frequent lkirmifhes 
however took place. It was cuflomary fur 
Luckwa and fomc of his prinoipal Sirdars, at¬ 
tended by a ft:loft body of horfc, to pay daily 
vifits to Mr. Thomas: they ufually poked 
themfelves between the camp and the town of 
Shabpoora, from whence he received fupplies 
of grain. 

To deceive the enemy on this occafion, 
Mr. Thomas was accustomed to change the 
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uniforms and colours of his (Avn people ; and 
having by faints got within fhot of the enemy, 
he frequently opened a smart cannonade ; one 
in particular, the enemy approaching fo near, 
that Luckwa himielf could be eafdy diftin- 
guifhed. Mr. Thomas, by a briik and well- 
direded fire, compelled them, to a fpeedy re¬ 
treat, after a confidcrablc lots in men and 
horfes. Theft fkirmifhes, though harahing to 
the troops, did not occafion much loft to ei¬ 
ther party, who were now in daily expedition 
ot receiving orders from Scindiah to defift from 
hoffciJitics. Intelligence now arrived that Per¬ 
ron, taking advantage of Mr. Thomas's abfence, 
had invaded the purgunnah of Jyjur, and w as 
■moreover, committing depredations on other 
parts ot his polieflions. This intelligence he 
wifhed to keep fecrct, but Luckwa, w ho had 
previoufly received fimilar intimation, now 
made Mr. Thomas very handfomc offers to in¬ 
duce him to join his Itanthird, but tbelc were 
refolufcgly rejeded. Mr, Thomas moreover ac¬ 
quainted Luckwa, that though he might pof- 
libiyvlcave the ftrvicc of Ambajee at the ter¬ 
mination of the prefont campaign, he could 
never become his enemy, nor connect himfclf 
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with thofie who were. This an Aver difplcafcd 
Luckwa ; he complained much in his durbar 
of Mr. Thomas, who he laid was a man of a 
moil unaccountable character; that although 
repeated orders had been received from Sein- 
diah to ceafc hoftilities, lie could not be pre¬ 
vailed on to obey them ; and finally charged 
him with nothing lefs than aiming at the ex¬ 
piration of Scindiah's authority, and the efta- 
blifhmcnt of his own. 

Not content with the fill lends of thefb ac- 
culations, Luckwa privately fent emiffiuics into 
Mr. Thomas $ camp to fow difTenfions among 
his troops, but they being difeovered by his hir- 
carrahs,* were feized, put into confinement, 
and there detained during the remainder of the 
campaign. 

The arts ufed by Luckwa on this occafion 
having failed, Mr, Thomas conciliated the 
good opinion of his fiddlers, by an affumnee of 
fpeedily recondudmg them to their own coun¬ 
try, The force of Luckwa at this period 
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amounted to nine thou kind cavalry, fix thou¬ 
sand regular infantry, two thoufand Rohillas, 
and about five or fix thoufand mercenaries, to¬ 
gether with ninety pieces of artillery. 

Mr. Thomas had only fix battalions, by de- 
fertion much reduced, one hundred and fifty 
cavalry, three hundred Rohillas and twenty- 
two pieces of artillery. 

With this force comparatively fo fmall, he 
was compelled not only to provide for the 
lafety of Ambajee, but the ibcunty of the 
camp, to c/cort provifiom, and procure fup- 
plics of forage Jbr the whole. 

Several adiions took place, in which Mr. 
Thomas was ufually fuccefsful, having fre¬ 
quently driven his antagonift back to his camp. 
On one occasion Luckwa narrowly efcapcd a 
total defeat: he drew out his whole army, 
and advanced upon Mr. Thomas, who, at the 
time having only two battalions, was compelled 
to retire ; Luckwa followed in his rear to the 
fkirts of his encampment, when, being fuddcnly 
joined by three additional battalions and a flip- 
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ply of ammunition, unexpc&edly turning on 
his purfuers, cave them a moft icverc check. 


JLuickwa returned in confufion with the lofs 
of a great many men; and fo great was the 
confirmation, that the darluicfi of the night 
atone laved him from a total -defeat. Between 
the camps there ran a null&h, the north fide 
of which was occupied by the army of Luck- 
wa; and the troops of Ambajee and Mr* Tho¬ 
mas were fiatioiied on the fouth* Ambajee, 
in order to prevent the advance of Luck was 
artillery, who endeavoured to open upon him, 
fortified an advanced redoubt 00 the north 
fide of the nullah, but too far detached from 
his main body to receive fiiccour in cafe of an 
attack* For its defence, were fiationed three 

•m 

battalions of fepoys, fix pieces of cannon, and 
one thoufand Gliofleins. To fupport Hide, 
three battalions were ported at a fhort di fiance 
in the rear. A heavy min had fell for twenty 
lour hours, which taufed two large rdervoirs 
to overflow their banks, by which means the 
nullah riling to a great height, became impaf- 
fjble, and thereby intercepted the communi¬ 
cation between the camps, Luckwa availed 
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himfelf of this opportunity, and attacked the 
poft before-mentioned with great vigour and 
Tcfbltition i his men 111 advancing to the af- 
fault were up to their necks in water, which 
refolutc conduct infufed fuch terror into the 
men in the redoubt, that being panick {truck, 
they furrendered without firing a (hot. The 
Ghofleins alone refufed to fnbmit; and, after a 
brave though fruitless refinance, were cut to 
pieces. Ambajcc’s troops, who before this dif- 
atter refufed to fight, now defer ted in great 
numbers. Luckwa alfb had by his intrigues 
induced the Shahpoora Rajah to join in hofti- 
lities againft Mr. Thomas, whole fuppHes by 
this means were entirely cut off. Allhough 
he had provifions fuffkient for the confump- 
tion of twenty days for his own troops, thofe 
of Ambajee had not more than three. Should 
they be compelled to retreat unfupported by 
him, they would moll likely be cut off by 
their adive and vigilant enemy. Mr. Thomas 
. was diftrefled for ammunition ; his fuperfluons 
ftores having been left at Singanah, a place 
twenty cofs diftant from their prefent encamp¬ 
ment: the diftance did not permit his fending 
a final! force to efcort the (lores, and from prt- 
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tent circumitanccs he was unable to detach a 
larger party. For theft: realLns, he thought it 
more advliable to march himtelf, and having 
procured, the ncceffary fup plies, to return to 
his former ground; but Ambajce's Tick and 
wounded men having been left on the ground, 
Mr, Thomas, with his accuteomcd humanity, 
generoufly advanced money to procure them 
carriage to the place. In his retreat he was 
purfued by a party from Luck was army ; but 
after fevcral ineffectual attempts the enemy 
debited, and he completed the remainder of 
Ins march nnmoleftcd. We have before had 
occafion to remark that Ambajee was fcnfiblc 
of his ill conduct in authorifing an attack on 
Mr. Thomas's pofleflions, who had ever lerved 
him with fidelity; that chief now wrote let¬ 
ters excufing thefe attacks, and laying the 
blame on the enmity of Mr. Perron, 

In fa#, both Ambajee and Perron, fuppofing 
that Luekiva had been compelled to evacuate 
the Mewar, concluded there was no further 
occafion for Mr. Thomas’s ler vices; the pre¬ 
sent time, therefore, appeared to them moft 
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favourable for ferzing his country; hut perceiv¬ 
ing his refolutc con dud and Heady adherence 
to their intcreits during the late conflict, they 
■ultimately grew afhamed of their proceedings, 
and debited. 


Mr, Thomas, though diffatisficd at the treat¬ 
ment he had experienced, ne vert h clefs rcfolvcd, 
from prudential motives, to appear content; 
and the diftricls which had been taken from 
him having been reilored, the matter was 
finally dropped. 

Arriving at Singana, he completed his am¬ 
munition and other requifitcs, and Immediately 
recommenced his march againft Luck wa; 
that chief had inveflcd a fort about thirty oofs 
to the north eaft ofSinganah. Advancing by 
How and cafy marches through the did rids 
occupied by Agagec Mirtha, Mr, Thomas 
thought proper to punifli that chief for his 
condud on a late occafion, in having invited 
the country people to declare again ft him. 

In a few days he arrived within twelve 
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mil« of Luckwa's camp, ‘which he intended 
to attack the next morning; but Luckwa, 
deeming himfclf unequal to the cent eft, fud- 
tlcnljr decamped from the fort he was befieg- 
ing, and having quitted the boundary in dif- 
putc, he in two marches reached his own dif- 
tridis in the province of Ajemere. 

Letters had lately been received from Dosv- 
lut Rao Scindiah, enjoirting Mr. Thomas to 
obey Luckwa, and put an end to the conteft, 
7.0 thefc he had uniformly replied, that being 
in the ten ice ot Anibijee, he could only pay 
obedience to the orders of that chief; and in 
this he was juftitied by exp refs and repeated 
commands not to ceafc from hoftilitics until 
Luckwa had quitted the dominions of Gudi- 
poorc. 

That objea being now happily accnmpliih- 
ed, Mr. "3 ho to as employed himfclf in levying 
contributions to reimburfe Ambajee for the 
expenecs incurred during the campaign. He 
collected near four lacks of rupees, a fum con- 
fidcrably beyond the actual expenditure, and 
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could have raifed a great deal more, bad not 
Mr, Perron about this time broke the treaty 
into which he had lately entered with Ara- 
bajee. 


This treaty fti pula ted, that ihould Scindiah 
hereafter think proper to re i aft ate Luck wa in 
his authority, they were to a& in concert, a 
mcafurc by which fccunty in their reipc£livc 
pofleflians would be cftabftftied. 

In this agreement it was aifo ftipulated that 
Me war fhould remain in Ambajec’s poffeffion. 
Mr. Perron, who now began to entertain a 
jcaloufy agatnft Ambajee, entered into a pri¬ 
vate and feparatc treaty with Luckwa, whom 
he had gained over to his intereft* The letters 
from Scindiah were produced, requeuing Am- 
bajee to withdraw his troops from the Me war, 
and put Luckwa in pofieflion of his country. 
Perron advifcd compliance with the order, and 
in cafe of refofal threatened to a il l ft Luckwa 
in taking pofTdlion by force. Jn this ftate of 
the buGncls, Ambajee wrote letters to his col¬ 
lectors and to Mr. Thomas, ordering them to 
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deliver over the country in difpute, and with¬ 
draw the troops. Mr. Thomas, on receiving 
a cypher from Ambajec, complied. 

Mr. Perron now marched to .lypore; Am* 
bejee remained behind; and not long after the 
tranfj&ion above related, deftred Mr. Thomas 
to march to Duttiah. lie was preparing to 
obey, when a contrary order arrived, defiring 
him to join the united force of A mbajec and 
Luckwa. Mr. Thomas, from fuch contradic¬ 
tor)' orders, fufpcflcd treachery, and that 
Luckwa wifhed only for this opportunity to 
effect his ruin. 

Refilling therefore compliance with the 
demand, he commenced his march north¬ 
ward. 

Luekwa now' throwing off the mafk, wiHi¬ 
ed to (end a force after Mr. Thomas in order to 
putiilh him, but was not able to raiie a lupply 
of money fufficicnt for the purpofe. Mr. 
Thomas continued to levy contributions in the 
Ajenjere province, through which he directed 
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)iis march, and nnw confidcrcd himftlf in a 
Rate of actual hoflility again ft Luck w a. 

His lituation had by this time become criti¬ 
cal ; the army of Luckwa was but twenty cols 
to the eastward of him ; that of Jypnre lay in 
his front; anil Perron him fell’ was endeavour- 
ing to hurt him at the court of the Rajah. 
The bad water of the mountainous country of 
Me war having affeded his army, a third part 
of the troops were lick, but Lnctwa’s troops 
were in a ftate of infubordination ; and the 
Rajah of Jypore and Mr, Perron were at pre- 
fent overawed by the pretence of Colonel Col¬ 
lins, the Britifh Ambaffador at that court, 
who about the latter end of 1709 had arrived 
at Janaghuf, to demand the delivery oi the per- 

fonof Vizier A!Ji, the fpurious Nawaub of Oude. 

■ 

In this Rate of affairs, Mr. Thomas, after 
eluding every attempt to oppofc his progrefs, 
and having raifed contributions to the amount 
of two licks of rupees, arrived in his own ter¬ 
ritory, defirous of obtaining fomc repofe from 
the fatigues of his late perilous campaign. 
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His rcpofc however on this occafion was not 
ot long duration; the force which he had left 
behind to colled the revenues having accom- 
piifhcd their purpofc, now joined him ; and 
finding himfelf at cafe with regard to the 
Mahrattas, he rcfolvcd to make an incur lion 
into the Ptmjaub, in order to punifh Sahib 
Sing of Puttialah, who had undelervedly ill 
treated life fitter for entering into the negoti¬ 
ations with Mr. Thomas the preceding year. 
That chief had, moreover, during Mr. Tho¬ 
mas's abfcncc in the Me war country, autho¬ 
red depredations among his districts ; but 
hoftilities were tor the prcfent prevented bv 
the Seik chief agreeing to fiirrendcr certain 
villages, and paying a turn of money as a com- 
penfation for thole depredations. 


Mr. Thomas next turned hi3 arms againft 
the Rajah ofBeykaneer, who, as we have be¬ 
fore had occafion to remark, on the termination 
ol his late dilputc, had given him falib bills on 
the merchants of Jyppre. That Prince bad 
lately obtained fome advantages over bis neigh¬ 
bours the Battccs, an extraordinary race with 
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whom he had long been at variance, anti whole 
country, from its Angularity of fituation, as 
well geographical as ftatifUca], merits a Jigrcf- 
ilrm from Lhe ordinary courie of Mr. Thomas s 
narrative. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Drferiplive account of the country of the Bailies 
— -fngttlar manners and cujhrtts of the inhabi¬ 
tants — military operations againfi the Rajah 
tf Reykmieer — Mr. Thomas returns to Jyjnr, 

r I ^HE country of the Rattles is bounded on 
the north by the Punjab and the rivet 
Sutledge, caft by the diftrld of Hurrinnah, 
weft by the deftrt, and fouth by Bcykancer. 

It is fifty coft from eaft to weft, and about 
one hundred from north to foiith. 

That part of the country heft adapted lor 
the purpofes of cultivation is along the banks 
of the river Cnggur, extending from the town 
of Futtahhad to that of Batnicr, The Ibil is 
uncommonly productive, which anfes in a 
great meafurc irom the immenfe body of wa¬ 
ter defending from the mountains during the 
rainy fcafon; this caufing the banks of the 
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river to overflow to an extent of fcvcral miles, 
leaves on the retiring of the waters a loamy 
earth, which rewards the labours of the pea¬ 
sant in the produce of an abundant harveft. 

Where the river overflows, wheat, rice>-and 
barley are plentiful, and in the higher parts of 
the country arc like wife to be found thofc dif¬ 
ferent fpccics of grain which arc common 
throughout India. The remainder of the Bat- 
tic country, owing to a fcarcity of water, is un¬ 
productive. 

The courfe of the Cuggur river has already 
been laid down in our detail of the Punjab. 
It is here, therefore, fufficient to remark that 
during Mr. Thomas’s refidence at Batnicr, lie 
could perceive little veiiige of what was called 
the ancient bed of this river; but from the 
fcanty information he procured, it appeared to 
him that the river, though it formerly ran 
along the north fide of the fort, its channel 
had been choked up by vail: quantities of earth 
forced down from the mountains; and, accord¬ 
ing to the prevailing opinion of the natives, 
though now loft in the fands weft of the city, 
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it formerly extended as far as the Sutledge, 
which it joined in the vicinity of Ferae- 
pore.* 

Batnicr, the capital of the dift rift, and refi- 
dcncc of the Rajah, is two hundred miles weft 
of Delhi, and about forty fouth of Batinda, 
The towns of Aooah, Futtahbad, Sirfah, and 
llanyah, conftitute the other places of note in 
the Hattie country; thefe towns, together with 
the numerous villages, afford a population fuf- 
ficicnt to bring into the field an army of twenty 
thoufand men, without detriment to the cul¬ 
tivation ut the lands. Ot late years, however, 
many ot the Battles, migrating from their na¬ 
tive country, have fixed their rdidenre in the 
weffern parts of the dominions of Oude, and 
at the prelent day i ever a I families of this lingu¬ 
lar tribe arc to be met with in the vicinity of 
Chaudowdy, in Iluhiicund. 

As peculiarity in manners more diftindly 
ferves to diferiminate the genius and charter 

ol a people, a few of the Gngulaikiee ubferv- 

*■ # 

* Consult the map, 
p ? 
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able among the Battles may perhaps not bo 
deemed unworthy of our notice. A defert fe- 
parates them from any communication with 
the countries to the weft ward; parties are 
often formed for crofting this defert, in, order 
to invade the neareft diftri£t. They fct out 
numerous and well equipped ; intelligent per- 
fons amongft them arc fele&ed by the reft as 
guides to the party, to whofc orders, during the 
journey, they pay the moft implicit obedience# 
and on arrival at the frontier of the enemy's 
country their authority is at an end. 

For the performance of thefe journeys, they 
have camels, which are loaded with bread, 
water, and other necdTary articles of provifions. 
This flock being previoufiy fent off, is depo¬ 
rted at different parts of the defert, which ex¬ 
tends from fixty to fevenry cofs. Thefe places 
arc conftdered as points of rendezvous to meet 
with their fupplies ; not a drop ot water, or pro- 
vlfions of any kind, being other wife procurable; 
and fhould thefe fupplies fail by any accident, 
inevitable death awaits them all. 

The guides# whom we have before men- 
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tjoned, become fkilful by Iona experience and 
conftant practice. Without the aid of a tree, 
or land mark of any defeription, to dircifi them 
in their march over this dreary ckfert, they 
feldom fail not only to ascertain the place 
■where the ptovifions are depofited, but likc- 
wife to condua the intrepid adventurers to the 
deftined ipot. It frequently happens, more¬ 
over, that individuals of the party, who, from 
heedlcfsncfs and inattention, ftray from the 
caravan, opprcfTed by the multiplied evils oi 
thirft, hunger, and fatigue, peri lb miferably in 
the defert. 

fI So where our wide Numidiin wastes extend* 
lc Sudden th 1 Impetuous hurricanes descend j 
t* Wheel through the tor, in circling eddies play, 

** Tear up the sands* and sweep whole phis ns away* 
tt The helpless traveller with wild surprise* 

11 Sees the dry desert all around him rise* 

** And* smothered in the dusty whirlwind, then f * 

In their ptogfds during this lingular march, 
the guides are dircdlcd by the Sun by day, and 
the North Star by night; and with tbefc un¬ 
erring marks they arc enabled to perform jour¬ 
neys which appear alnioit incredible* 

* See Addison's Cato. 
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Thefe journeys arc moreover performed v. 5th 
accuracy and exaftuefi. Departing at night 
from a fixed or given point, and often fleering 
different courfes, by the aid of the ftgns above- 
mentioned, they will, after a march of thirty, 
forty, and even fifty cofs, return to the fpot 
from whence they fat out, and, with the ex¬ 
ception of rain or cloudy weather, fcarcc ever 
deviate from their point of deflination. Should 
they be preffed for provifions on their journey. 
Of have confirmed their ordinary flock, a bul¬ 
lock or calf, belonging to the party, is killed, 
roafled, divided, and eaten on the fpot; and at 
the conclufion of this primitive meal, the com¬ 
pany refume the journey with their accuflomcd 
alacrity,* 

We have hitherto fecn the falrefl fide of the 
character of this extraordinary people, Can¬ 
dour requires us to ftatc that they arc cruel in 
their nature, favage and ferocious in the high- 
eft degree; that they have an utter abhorrence 

* Are not these traits the Scythian characteristits ? ami 
do we not in the foregoing description recognise the pas¬ 
toral lives of the Noun ides of antiquity ? 
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of all the ufages of civilized life, .are thieves 
from their birth, and fcruple not, in their pre¬ 
datory incurfions into the neighbouring dif- 
triifts, though turn'fitted, to add murder to 
robbery. 

# w f 

This thievifti fpirit may be fald to have 
reached even the throne itlcll* as the Rajah has 
not been afhamed to declare, in Mr. Thomas's 
hearing, that he willingly participated in the 
fpoils thus collected by his own lubjeCls. This 
fact was afeertained by Mr. Thomas from the 
Bajah himfclf, during a rcfidcnce of two months 
in his camp : in other rdpcdls, a good and hu¬ 
mane character. The Rajah fpoke -without 
the leaft appearance of lhamc of the depreda¬ 
tions committed by his fubje&s. When it was 
remarked that the foil and climate of his coun¬ 
try were fufficiently tortile to fupply the wants 
ot the inhabitants by the hone it labours of the 
plough, he replied, that the fmall number of 
. Rajpoots in his fervicc, compared with the 
mats of the country people, did not allow him 
to reft rain the latter in thofe unlawful acts, as 
any interference with ft> old and citablifhcd a 
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cuftom would, in all probability, prove fubver- 
five of bis own authority. 

A people fb enterprifing nmft, no doubt, ap¬ 
pear formidable to their enemies; yet if their 
utter contempt of fubordiuation, and the weak- 1 
nefs of their means of defence be duly eonfi- 
dered ; that they are a tumultuous rabble, void 
of order and difciplinc, it is matter of wonder 
that fome of the neighbouring nations have 
not taken advantage of their weaknefs, and 
prevened this neft of banditti from interrupt¬ 
ing their tranquillity. In their wars, or rather 
their depredations with the adjoining coun¬ 
tries, they have been in general fucccfsful, and 
the territories of Sahib Sing, Loll Sing, atjd 
Bang Sing, chiefs of eminence among the Seiks, 
have frequently fuffered by the inroads of this 
daring people, and been moreover not unfit- 
quently compelled to purchafe peace. 

To theft may 1 ike wife be added the coun¬ 
try of the Balooches, weft of the Sutledgc; 
the diftrift of Hurrianah ; and the province of 
Beykaneer; all which have in turn fuftained 
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their ravages, and by which means, more than 
two thoufand villages, which were once popu¬ 
lous, highly cultivated, and produced a reve¬ 
nue of from twenty to thirty lacks oi rupees, 
have now become a barren waite. 

Another trait in the character of the Battles 
is their permitting their women to appear in 
public unveiled, and without any fpecics of 
concealment, though common in other parts 
of India. On the contrary, with the exception 
of the wives of their chiefs, who are in general 
Rajpoots, the females are univerfaUy admitted 
to move about in company with the men, 
tending their flocks and herds, and, like the 
Scythians of old, travelling from place to place 
in ft arch of forage and water. 

■ 

11 At th’ approach of night. 

On the first friendly bank he throws biro down. 
Or rests his head upon a n>ek till morn, 

“ Then rises fresh, pursues Ids. wonted game j 
And if the following day he chance to find 
"An™ repast, nr an untasted spring, 

« Blesses his stars, and thinks it luxury- * 


* See Addison’s Cam. 
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The Battles arc of the Maliomcdati religion. 
In common with other Mulfulrnans, they arc 
fond of tobacco to excels; and whether on 
horfeback in the field, at the plough, or in 
their dome!tic avocations, are never fecn with¬ 
out the hook ha. 

It has been remarked that, this people can 
bring into the field from twenty to thirty thou- 
land men, but they arc ill-armed, and without 
diiciplinc. 

The revenues of the Battie Prince arile 
chiefly from the plunder acquired by the in- 
curfions of his fubjeds Into the neighbouring 
Hates, though it is difficult to afeertsin the ex~ 
act receipts, but they do not in general 
amount to more than ten lacks of rupees. 

The trade of the Battles is very circum- 
feribed, with the exception of the laic of their 
furplus grain, ghee, and cattle of different kinds: 
they have little interference with other Hates, 
and that chiefly with the petty merchants of 
Nohur and Behadra already mentioned, and 
with whom alone they hold a corrdpondencc 
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from motives of religious veneration to the 
memory of Shaick Forced, an eminent Maho¬ 
metan faint, u ho tlouriihed about the eighth 
century of the Hijerah. 

This veneration is carried fo far as to claim 
protection in his name. Though deaf to the 
voice of mercy in other refpetts, and cruel 
from their natui .1 dlfp'ditian, yet in this in- 
itancc the Butties reft rain themfclvct with a 
moderation truly lingular. 

Such is rep re fen ted by Mr. Thomas to be a 
faithful portrait of the mixed character of this 
extraordinary people; and if the leading features 
of it be ennfidered attentively by a refk*<fting 
observer, a companion with their barbarifm, 
and the happy refult y riling from the advan¬ 
tages of civilifed life in other parts of the world, 
may be made to advantage, though it {till af¬ 
fords an impreffive lefTon of the mutability of 
human nature, and the caprice and inlLbility 
of all human inftitutions. 

The chiefs oi the Catties were originally 
Rajpoots, but arc now Mahomcdum, About 
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fix hundred years ago their auedtors migrated 
from the province of Jdie]mere ; and after fc- 
vcral vicilTitudcs of fortune, at length fettled as 
cultivators of the foil in the dillrift at prefent 
called the Hattie country. 


The majority of the prefent inhabitants* 
who acknowledge the authority of the defen¬ 
dants of the chiefs aforementioned, were ori¬ 
ginally Jauts, inhabiting the we ft cm banks of 
the Sutiedge, in the 29 th degree of north lati¬ 
tude, They embraced the Mahomedan reli¬ 
gion, and about one hundred years it nee were 
invited by the 'ancestors of the prefent rajah to 
crofs the Sutiedge, and fettle in the vicinity of 
Butmcr,. where their defendants ftill continue 
to refidc. 

Re fuming our narration, after this digref- 
iion, it muft now be remarked, that the local 
advantages pofleflcd by the rajah of Bcykanccr 
had induced him to creel a fort fix cols to the 
fouth-weft of Batin da, the capital ot the Hat tee 
tribe, which lerved in fomc meafurc to over¬ 
awe thofc defperate marauders, or at leak to 
check their predatory incurfious into his own 
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country. In this fort, cxclulive of the gam- 
fan, lie Rationed a large body of cavalry, w ho 
fo annoyed the Batties by frequent fa Hies, in 
which they took fuch numbers of cattle, that 
the inhabitants entertained thoughts of emi¬ 
grating from their own country altogether. 

When Mr* Thomas reached the frontiers of 
Beykanecr, the chiefs of the Batties, hearing 
of his arrival, were defirous of entering into a 
treaty with him; and, in order to fecure him 
in their interefts, offered the fum of 40,000 
rupees, if he would reduce the fort abovcmeil- 
tioned, and liberate them from their unptea- 
fant fituation. 

The otfer being accepted, after a march of 
ten days, Mr. Thomas reached the eity of Bat- 
nier, the mofi weftern habitation in that part 
of India.* 

This city, occupied by the troops of Bev- 

* In this sense at least it is understood at present, there 
being no habitation west of it until you pass the Sutledge, 
from whence commences the country of the Daloocbes, 
who are at present tributaries to Zemaun Shah, king of 
CabuL—Consult the map. 


MEMOIRS nf 


238 memoirs op [a. n. 1R00. 

fcrineer, was, from irs natural pofition, aim oft 
inaccefliblc to an enemy, there bein*: no water 
to be procured nearer than twelve miles. The 
garrifon. being numerous, Mr. Thomas thought 
it moft eligible to batter in breach, which he 
did, and was making the nc'ceflary preparations 
for ftorming, when the enemy capitulated. 
He allowed them to march out with the ho¬ 
nours of war, and immediately put the Battle 
chiefs In polTdlion of the place. 


Several other places were then taken pof- 
ftflion of, and various a & ions took place, by 
which, and the unhealthineis of the climate, 
Mr. Thomas's troops were reduced to one third 
only of their original ffcrength. This was the 
more unpleafont, as the brother of one of the 
chiefs ahovementioned, who was at variance 
with him, commenced hofttlitics againlt Mr. 
Thomas, who, on account of the deficiency of 
his force, from the caufs above ft a ted, being 
Icarccly equal to the encounter, was compelled 
to fortify his camp. 

By night the enemy made frequent attacks^ 
but, unfuccdsful in all attempts, at length 
gave up the point, and withdrew their army. 
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Mr, Thomas then marched and took pofleT 
fion of the town of Futtahbad, which with 
fcvcral others he burnt, and would now, in 
all probability, have got poflTcfl'ton of the whole 
country, had not the enemy at this time re¬ 
ceived aftilhmcc from their neighbour, the Stile 
chief of Puttialah. That chief, having lent 
one thoufand cavalry to tlicir aid, and con¬ 
cluded a treaty of alliance, Mr, Thomas did 
not deem the prefen t moment favourable for *■ 
profecution of hoftilitics. lie therefore re¬ 
turned to Jyjur, in order to afford feme relief 
to his people from the diftempers they had 
contracted m the courfe of the campaign. 

About this time, Luckwa, through the in¬ 
trigues of Mr, Perron at Scindiah's durbar, 
had been again fuperfeded in his command. 
To haflen his downfall, and if poflible take 
him pnlbner, Perron marched againfi him w ith 
his whole force. 


But Luck wa, leaving his camp and baggage 
a prey to the enemy (who on their arrival 
were too much taken up in plundering to fol¬ 
low in the purfuit), and having previously fent 
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otT his family to feck an afylum m the domi¬ 
nions of Joudpore, thus effected his own 
efcape, 


Among the Rajpoot ftates, the fituation of 
Joudpore is deferring of particular attention ; 
and we Ilia 11 therefore, as on timilar (locations, 
turning aiide from the detail of military tranf- 
a&ions, embrace the opportunity thus afforded 
of taking a retro! pe clive iketch of the refourees 
of the country, as well as prefent our readers 
with an account of fume of the manners and 
cuftoms peculiar to this tingulur people. 
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CHAPTER XIL 

Geographical 1lefcripthn of Joudpoor or Atarvtar 
—Manners and cujloms of the inhabitants- - 
-— -Hifiory—Mr* Thomas's military operations 
—Capture of Rhaut—TrajfiPliojis in the ter~ 
rifortes of Roy Kellaun, 

J OUDPOOR oc Mar war is bounded on the 
north by Bcykaneer, north-weft by Jcftel- 
mere, and weft by the defert; on the fouth- 
weft by the country of the Sindys, fouth by 
the province of Gu/.urat, fouth-eaft by Me war, 
and caft by the dominions of Jypoor- 

It is in length two hundred and twenty coft, 
and in breadth one hundred and eighty, at the 
computation of two Britlfh miles to the cofs. 

This extent of country is fuppofed formerly 
to have contained from eight to ten thousand 
villages, including the capital towns within its 
range. The population was then great, but 
at prdent it pofTdTes not more than five thou- 
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land inhabited villages, with a coniiderable de- 
creafc ol population. The fouthern, fouth- 
caftern, and eaftern frontiers of Joudpoor arc 
abundantly fertile. The land is well watered 
by ft reams, which, as in Me war, flow from the 
mountains. It yields wheat, barley, and other 
kinds of grain common in India. Exdufivc 
of tbefe advantages, lead mines arc found, 
which considerably add to the revenues of the 
ft ate. The imports into Joudpoor confift of 
cloths, {hands, fpiccs, opium, rice, fugar, fted, 
and iron. They export fait, camels, bullocks, 
and horfes: the latter arc ftrong, boncy, and 
of high ftature. The bullocks are of a very 
large futc, as tire like w ife the camels. In Jbort, 
the breed ol cattle in general is fuperior to that 
of the neighbouring Hates. 

The inhabitants of Joudpoor arc Bhatore 
Rajepoots. They are not only a more comely 
nice of men as to perfon, but arc braver, pof- 
fcfi a higher fenfe of honour, and arc more in¬ 
dependant than their furrounding neighbours. 
Mr. Thomas aferibes thefe diftingmflung cha¬ 
racter! ftics to phyfical caufcs,totlie influence of 
climate, and to their ititcrmarn ing with the 
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pureft call of the Rdepoot tribes. Tfacfe arc 
the Scefodyah, the Kutchwab, the Adda, and 
the Raw tec, To tilde caufes maybe added 
the good examples let them, both as to man¬ 
ners and morals, by a fuccdEon of wife and 
prudent princes, who, firrt by their achieve¬ 
ments in war abroad, and afterwards by the 
care they took of their affairs at home, in the 
internal regulations of their country, have 
contributed in a very high degree to amelio¬ 
rate the character and difpofitions of their fob- 
jefts. 

The Rhatorc Rajcpoots are mild in their 
manners, and arc pofiefled of a natural polite- 
nefs which renders their fodety extremely 
agreeable. When a Rhstore has patted his 
word for protection, it may ttriclly be relied 
on. They are averfe to litigious controverly. 
In their focial con ver fat ions they carefully avoid 
difputes, and pay the greateft attention to the 
perfon who is fpeaking, In their hofpitality 
they exceed the bounds of more civil ifed na¬ 
tions: for fb attentive are they to the perform¬ 
ance of this duty, that, in the interior parts of 
the country, the head of a village will not fit 
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down to eat bis own meal until he has been 
Satisfied that travellers and ftrangers have re¬ 
ceived every accommodation which his village 
iiiford;. A rare and lingular mftance of pri¬ 
meval (Implicit)’ of manners! 

They delight in warlike cxcrcrfe, arc fond 
of the chafe, and firing their matchlocks. Re¬ 
tired after the fatigues of hunting, they arc 
accultomcd to hold focial aflcmblies. The)' 
Jiften with great cameftncfs and eagemefs to 
the bankfee, or poets, who, like the bards of 
of old, recite In heroic numbers the warlike 
deeds of their anceftors. 

In the admmiitration of juflicc they arc 
alike Angular. Murder, the foulcft of crimes, 
is fcldom pun i filed with death; and for this 
re a fon, that it fcarcely ever occurs, except 
when occafioned by a fpirit of revenge for 
perfonal injuries; and for this they have the 
fan&ion of cuftom from time immemorial. 

Theft is puni filed by banilbment; fmaller 
crimes by a reprimand, which, from the fpirit 
of the Rhstore R.ijcpoot, generally terminates 
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in a voluntary exile from his native country, 
where he cannot endure to live after being fub- 
jedted to reproach. In this, I ike wife, the fpi- 
rit of this extraordinary race is cm] picuous: a 
man who goes into voluntary exile may if lie 
pleafes, after a Hated period, return to his na¬ 
tive place : whereas the pollibility of return is 
rigidly precluded to him who is bamlhcd for 
the degrading vice of theft. Although the 
Rajepoot chiefs, in their refpedlivc diftridts, af- 
fumc to thcmfclvcs an cxdulivc and arbitrary 
right pver the lives and property of their fob* 
jeds, yet it is not conftdercd by the natives as 
a hardfliip, as their mild, conciliating fway 
renders eaJy the condit ion of the pcaiimtrv. 

Fugitive?of all descriptions from the neigh¬ 
bouring countries are received w ithout dift dic¬ 
tion; and, except in cafes of thclt and mur¬ 
der, are fore of protection and fupport. So 
high a ienlc do they entertain of the laws and 
rights of hofpitality, that they not only refufe 
to deliver up the delinquents, but arc even ac r 
cn Homed to afliit in forwarding them through 
the country to the tontines of the neighbour¬ 
ing Hate. 
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It does not appear that a cultom lb lingular 
obtains in an y other part of Hindooitan. In 
the management of their doineftie concerns, 
the Hhatorc Rajepoots arc no lefs remarkable 
for their attention to the female part of the 
family* 

« 

A plurality of wive?, though admitted by 
the laws of the country, is feldom praftifed, 
except among the princes and great men, who 
on thefe occafions are actuated by motives of 
policy and ambition. Among this tribe of 
Rajepoots* the mother of the cidcit fon is held 
in molt rcfpeCt 

Females, on the death of their hufbands, 
often rtfign tbemfelves to the flames with the 
moft heroic fortitude. 

This aft is however voluntary. But* in the 
opinion of the Rajepoots them (elves, thole fe¬ 
males would be difhonoured in the eftimation 
of their countrywomen who preferred drag¬ 
ging on a reproachful exiftcncc. They would 
be fhunried in foci tty; and at the hmife ot 
their father, or that of their father-in-law. 
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generally be compelled to pafs tbe remainder 
of their lives in folitary widowhood. 

From the early period of fix years of age, 
all Rajepoot females arc concealed from the 
fight and conversation of men, except their 
netitft relations. In the table of confang tri¬ 
nity on this occafion arc included lathers, 
uncles, brothers, and coufins. 

With thefc exception?, a Rajepoot lady would 
confidcr her reputation as futlied by expofure 
to the fight of a man. To lb high a pitch 
indeed do they carry their proud fcnle of ho¬ 
nour in regard to the female character, that it 
not (infrequently terminates in a manner mull 
ferocious and lamentable. 

When an honourable Rajepoot, whole family 
is with him, finds hitnfclf Jurrounded by the 
encim, and a force fc fuperior that the hope 
or puflibtlity of cfcape is utterly excluded, he 
firif enquires whether, if by lurrcnder, he can 
fccurc the honour of his family. Should this 
be found impracticable, or even doubtful, he 
forms and immediately executes his deiperate 
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project. Clothing hlmfelf in a yellow drefs, 
■which is the fyrttbol of tkfpair, he, in company 
with others of his ncartft relations, repairs to 
the apartments of the women, when the whole 
of the females arc involved in a promifeuous 
and mdi (criminate (laughter; the women 
thcmfdves, on this occasion, not unfrequently 
ratling their hands againft their own lives 1 

On the completion of this horrid deed, the 
furious Ibjepoot, rufhing out like a lion, hears 
down every thing before him: it is death alone 
that can fatisfv him tor the lofeof hb tendered; 
and d care ft connections. In this inftance alone 
will he ftrike a falling foe. The a<£ which he 
has lately committed works him up to a ftate 
of abfolute in faulty. Dcfpair gives him cou¬ 
rage more than mortal; and if, by his enthu- 
fiaftic and furious onfet, he Ihould chance to 
overcome the enemy, though ever fo fuperior 
in point of numbers, when oppofttkm is abfti- 
lutclv at an end, and his frame exhaufted with 
fatigue, is on the point of yielding to nature, 
he diidains to furvive the lots ot his family, 
but terminates the awful fcenc by generonfly 
plunging his fword into his own boforn! 
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For thefc and other obftirratc prejudices,, the 
Rajepoots have been accufcd of cruelty ; but it 
mull be conlidcredf in extenuation ol the ael» 
that this resolution is founded on principle; it 
is imbibed in their infancy, and aim oil fucked 
in with their parent food; that it is jollified 
by cuftom and precedent, and that a Rajepoot 
who Jhould furvlve the di (honour of his wife 
and family, would be treated by his brethren 
to the remainder of his life with contempt and 
never-ending reproach. 

Although the circumfiances above related 
do lomctimes occur, it is by no means frequent, 
lincc the ipirit of this people being known, it 
is not difficult to be avoided. 

Throughout Hindooftan the fan&ity of the 
haram is in general refpeded; and, except in 
cafes of refinance, hoftility is lei do m carried to 
extremity; while on the contrary it not un- 
frequently happens that, by a previous ftipu- 
lation between the contending parties, the 
females of either family arc accuftomcd to 
afk and to receive the protcdlon of their 


enemies. 
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The Hhatorcs intermarry with other tribes, 
but of the pureft blood, though they will not 
give their children either to the Bundedahs, 
Scindiahs, or Hoikars, whom they confidtr of 
inferior calf and impure blood- 

The enftom of putting to death the females 
of the family, as remarked on a former occa¬ 
sion. I ikew he obtains among the fib store Rnjc- 
poots; although one of their late princes, rajah 
Eetjah Sing, by prohibiting the ihedding of 
blood of any kind throughout his dominions, 
endeavoured to reclaim them from this fan- 
guiimrv prejudice, the prefent love reign of 
June!poor, by name Bccun Sing, being a w cak 
prince, cite ruinate, and luxurious, his fubjecls 
have already rciaplcd into their ancient and 
moll abhofred cultom. The chief force nf 
Joudpow is in cavalry, and has always been 
confitlcrcd as formidable. 

Their hottes arc good; and their ftrength in 
cavalry Mr. Thomas computes at twenty-five 
thou kind men; though, fince the accdlion of 
the late rajah, and in their wars with the Mah- 
ratt&s, they have feldum been able to bring into 
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the field more than twenty thoufand Ilhatorc 
Bajcpoots. 

The rajah of Joudpoor has gene rally in his 
pay from four to fix thoufand mercenaries, two 
thoufand of whiqh are cavalry; and in cafes 
of emergency he might exped to be joined by 
the troops ot Jjeykancer. His force in ca¬ 
valry may on the whole be cilimated at thirty 
thoufand men. 

On their infantry, like many others in the 
interior parts of India, they place but fmall re¬ 
liance, being ieldom employed except in the 
garriibns. 

The artillery is numerous, and confifts of 
feveral hundred pieces of cannon, moil of 
which were taken by the anceftors of the pre- 
fent rajah, when that prince furpriicd the camp 
of the emperor Aurutig Zebe, in the defiles of 
the 11 ha tore mountains, on the return of the 
imperial army from the Dcccan.* 


* Consult Dour’r History of HlnJoostin, voL hi. 
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This artillery however, fcvcral of the pieces 
being Jb much honeycombed from age, and 
aim oft nil of them dclUtute of carriages, can¬ 
not excite much apprehension, The arms of 
a Rliatorc Rajcpoot confifts of a feimitar, made 
of a fpccics ot iron called famine, which, 
though well calculated for cutting, is brittle 
in fubfUncc; a fpcar, and fome of them have 
matchlocks, though in general the Rhatorcs 
trull to their fwords. 

Of their bravery we have before fpoken ; 
hut their Singularity of character extends even 
to their method in fighting, as they will not 
kill a flying enemy, or fired blood when refill.- 
ance ceafcs. 

Averie to plunder, though even in the ene¬ 
my’s country, they will not indulge themfelves 
i:r predatory warfare; a practice fo common 
with the Mabrattas and other pf their neigh¬ 
bours. It is in actual combat alone they arc 
truly formidable. In the charge of cavalry in 
particular, Mr. Thomas thinks they are (Upc- 
ilor to moll ol the horfemen in India; but 
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when headed by their prince in perfon, or by 
a favourite and fucccfcful general, they arc in 
his opinion irreftilible. 

The revenues of Joudpoor chiefly arid* from 
the rah threes, or road-duties. There is like- 
wife a duty levied on merchandift: of all kinds, 
the cxclufive revenue produced from the poll- 
tax in capital cities, which is conlidered as a 
kind of privy purfc to fnpply the expcnces of 
the fbvereign, and a lit pul a ted annual tribute 
from thofe chiefs who hold their lands in Jaic- 
dad, for the payment of the troops. 

Theft together may amount to about twenty 
lacks of rupees, which is the foie property of 
the rajah. With regard to other funds, cfpc- 
cially the tribute which is paid to the Mah- 
rattas, the extra expcnces incurred by govern¬ 
ment in railing additional troops in times pf 
emergency, and various other contingencies, 
theft arc fubferibed for by the principal land¬ 
holders ; and the money thus con lull dated is 
thrown into the general treafury of the ft ate. 


The Rhatorc Rajepoots attribute their origin 
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and frit fettle men t In Joudpoor to the following 
tradition, as handed dow n in regular fucccfliurt 
from father to fon. 

About feven hundred years fince, three bro¬ 
thers of a noble family at Kinnouge quitted 
that city by mutual agreement, and travelled 
wcflward tow aids JdTelmere. 

Their names were Joud Slog, Kundal Sing, 
and another whole name Mr. Thomas has for¬ 
gotten. 

In their route to the place above-mentioned 
they paifed by the town of Joudpoor, at that 
time an inctmfidcrablc place, inhabited by Bra- 
mins ; who, happening to be at variance with 
their neighbours, folicitcd and obtained the af- 
fifhnce of the three brothers, and were, in con- 
fetjuence, foon put in poflisffion of their rights. 
On the performance of this femce, the Bra- 
mins would gladly have got rid of their power¬ 
ful allies ; but they liking the country were 
defirous of fettling in it altogether, and tor this 
purpofc they fent for their rcfpcctivc families) 
wlw had been left at Kinnouge, 
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The Bramins, however, at firil refilled this 
nitration, hut in the end being detected in a 
confpiracy to aihiftmatc the Rajepont chiefs, 
they tell a taerificc to their own treachery, and 
were themfelvcs, without mercy, put to the 
fword. 


From that period the authority of die Rajc- 
poots commenced in Joudpoor, and Joud Sirtr, 
as die elder brother, gave his own name to the 
place where they had firft flopped. He founded 
the prefent city of that name* w hich in procefr 
of time became the capital of the Hhatorc Raje- 
pools. 

Kundul Sing, the fecond brother, took pof- 
fetTion of the neighbouring territory of Eevka- 

neer, where be fettled with his family : and the 

* 

defendants of the third brother at prefent oc¬ 
cupy the diflridt of Bchadra. 


Mr. Thomas not choofing to remain ina&ive, 
and arrears to a large amount being due to him 
from his northern ti[Uriels, he refolvcd to march 
thither. In his route he puniflied a numerous 
and daring banditti, who had frequently an- 
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ltoycd hirn by their predatory attacks f and 
who, having been joined by numbersot the pca- 
iiintry who were aiTemblcd in confide cable force 
at the village of Sec fan a, now confident itv their 
numbers, ilTucd forth from their ftrong hold to 
give battle to Mr. Thomas on the plain. But 
their temerity proved their deftrudion; for his 
troops, alter a defperatc coaflicli not only com¬ 
pletely defeated the enemy by driving them off 
the plain, but followed fo dofc at their hecU 
as to enter the town along with the fugitives, 
where they killed and wounded upw ards of feven 
hundred men. His own lofs on this occaiion was 
confidcrable; but the capture of this place ttruck. 
fuch terror throughout the country, that the re¬ 
mainder fubmitted without a ftruggle. 


Mr. Thomas having raifed the ncceflary con¬ 
tributions, and being fatUficd in reyard to the 
arrears due to his troops, next levied contribu¬ 
tions on the di ft rids held by Simbonauth, one 
of Luckwa’s colleSors in the neighbourhood 
of Sehaurunpore. Simbonauth was at that 
time in the Doo Ab, w ith a numerous though 
confided and diforderly rabble. He had lately 
fuitained fomc fmart lkirmilhcs with the troops 
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fent againft him by Mr. Perron * but bis troop 
having been corrupted by means of a large fum 
of money, which Perron found means to dilfn- 
bute, Simbonauth was at length neccffitatcd 
to ftibmit, and give up part of his diftricls, to 
fecurc the remainder irom the grafp of the 
Muhrattas. 


Mr. Thomas having fftus ratted the fum re¬ 
quired, returned to Hanfi. About this time 
Mr. Perron, who had in vain exerted himfclf 
to obtain poiTeflion of the perfon of Luckwa, 
or his family, returned from the army. Well 
aware that little was to be gained by open hof- 
tilities-with the Rajepoots, he marched back to 
Delhi, ** in order,” fays Mr. Thomas, f< to 
“gather cafter laurels from the grain merchant, 
,r Simbonauth w ho w as by this time once 
“ more ready to attempt the recovery of the 
“ diftridts which he had been ib recently com- 
" polled to refign." 

Soon after his arrival at Delhi, Mr. Perron 
with a conhderable body of men, having eroded 
five Jumna, pitied into the Dooab, to at! againtt 
Simbonauth at the fame time he difpntchcd 
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letters to Mr. Thomas, which he pretended to 
have received from thc.Paifiiwa, containing or¬ 
ders enjoining him to afTilt Luckwa, who was 
declared to be the protestor of the family of the 
deccafed Scindiah, and dire&ed to remain in 
the fcrvice of his widow. Thefc letters Mr, 
Thomas knew to be forged, and was moreover 
well aware that Luckwa was at this time, a* 
he had ever been, his declared and inveterate 
enemy ; and on fcveral occasions had endea¬ 
voured to overthrow his authority, by promifmg 
grants of his country in the Paifhwa’s name to 
other people. This behaviour induced Mr. 
Thomas to regret not having afforded aid to 
Slmbonauth ; as he might at this juncture 
not only have faved him, but ctulhed thole who 
not long after effected his downfall. 


Simbonauth had icquefted Mr. Thomas to 
come to his alii fiance, but without fucccfs. 


Mr. Thomas however ofFered him an alyium 
within his own diftrifts. He advifed him not 
to think of refilling Mr. Perron with his pre- 
fent con filled and di{orderly force. This ad 
vice, though falutary, was oi* no avail; for 
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Simbonauth, confiding in the protcftations o£ 
his followers, refolved to remain in the Dooab, 
and wait the approach of the enemy. The 
event mani&fted the truth of Mr, Thomas's 
prediction ; as on the a&ual appearance of the 
enemy, the troops of Simbonauth not only de- 
ferted, but actually endeavoured by treacherous 
means to fcij;c his perfon, and deliver him up 
a pn Toner. Difappointed in their treacherous 
defigns, they went oyer to the enemy; but not 
before Simbonauth had fortunately effected hia 
eleape. 

Repairing to the Punjab, he there fought and 
obtained an af) I urn i n the diftri&s of Baug Sing, 
chief of Booreah. 

At this time Mr. Thomas received intelli¬ 
gence that ieveral of his dfitriCts, particularly 
thofe in the vicinity of llanfi, were in a flatc 
of aCtual rebellion, and had plundered the mer¬ 
chants rcfortiiig to that place of a very conii- 
derablc fum of money, and other valuable ef¬ 
fects, Among others concerned in this revolt, 
were the zemindars of Bulhalli, Sorani, Jumal- 
pore,, and Bhuwaul. 
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This laft mentioned town Is computed to 
contain ten thoufsnd inhabitants, who retain a 
character fo remarkable for bravery, that Jcvcral 
armies have been defeated in attempting the 
reduction of that place. Among others, the 
late IfraaecJ Beg, with fixteen thoufand men, 
and one hundred pieces of cannon, beficgcd it 
for a long time in vain. The inhabitants arc 
Rah tore Rajepoots, and polfc/s the accuftomcd 
valour of that tribe ; although this character 
has in fome instances been fullied by a cruelty 
not ufual among the reft of their brethren. 


It being the rainy fcafon when this rebellion 
broke out, and Mr. Thomas apprehending the 
moft ferious confcqucnccs if the cultivation 
of the lands was prevented, inarched with all 
poffible expedition towards the rebels, and firft 
appeared before the town of BulhalJi- 

In that place were three thonfand men, who, 
although well armed, were badly iupplied with 
provi lions. lie might, according to his ufual 
cuftum, have ftormed, but thinking ironri the 
number and bravery of the garrifnn the event 
might prove doubtful, had rccourle to the furer 
means of reducing it by a blockade. 
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Having cveftcd a chain of redoubts, well for¬ 
tified and fuppltcd with artillery, he completely 
encircled the place, encompafling the whole 
by a ditch twelve feet in depth. As no provi- 
lions could enter the town, the garrifoii after 
feme days experienced dlitrefs ; they made re¬ 
peated billies, but having to crofs the ditch be¬ 
fore they could reach the redoubts on the 
plain, they became cxpofcd to the whole fire 
of the trenches, and were in confequcncc de¬ 
feated in every fucceflive attack. To incteafc 
their annoyance, Mr. Thomas began to draw 
off the water from a neighbouring refervoir, 
which reduced them to the ncceffity ol drink¬ 
ing the water from the wells within the fort; 
this being bitter in its quality rendered it un* 
whole fame, and caulld fickncls within the gar- 
rifbn. Proviliorifl now became lo fcarce that 
nothing remained but damaged grain. 

During the fiege of this place the inha¬ 
bitants of Show a nee, a neighbouring town, 
had made feveral attempts to throw in fuc- 
cours, but in vain* To retaliate upon them, 
Mr* Thomas ordered his cavalry to make ex- 
curfions in the neighbourhood of Bhowancc, 
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and plunder the country. Their exertions 
were attended with fucccfi: upwards of one 
hundred and fifty perfons were hilled in re¬ 
filling, and the cavalry brought away with 
them three thoufand head of cattle, which 
they dcpoll ted fafdy in Mr. Thomas's camp. 
This laft attack having deterred the people of 
Bhou'ance from any further interruption, and 
no fiiccours as yet having arrived from Mr, 
Perron, the garrifon, feeing no likelihood of 
afliftance from without, confented to capjtu- 
latc. Compofed of people belonging to dif¬ 
ferent villages, and having fe pa rate jntcrcfls to 
adjufl, they could not come to any determina¬ 
tion among thcmfclvcs. By tins time, from 
the want of provifions, from difeafe, and other 
eaufes, they were reduced to one third of their 
original number j even of the few that re¬ 
mained fcveral were then ill. Mr. Thomas, 
defirous of putting at end to thefe altercations, 
drew put his troops with intent to fiorm the 
place; but the enemy perceiving his refuta¬ 
tion, at laft confented to capitulate; they 
agreed to pay him the fiim of 30,000 rupees, 
and to deliver up the fort with the property 
contained therein. Iloftagcs having been 
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taken for the performance of thefe articles, 
Mr. Thomas returned to Hanfi, where he em¬ 
ployed himielf in completing ammunition and 
ftorefi, fully determined to invade the Punjab, 
and punifii the rajah of Patti slab, for his 
treacherous conduct in breaking the treaty, 
by affording aid to the Hatties in the pre¬ 
ceding year. 

That chief (whofc force confiftcd of fifteen 
hundred cavalry and one thouland infantry') 
was at this time bcfieging his lifter in her fort, 
Affured of Ipcedy relief, this gallant lady Hill 
continued to holdout; and Mr. Thomas^ pre¬ 
parations being at length completed, he firft 
marched to her relief. On his approach the ra¬ 
jah thought proper to raifi* the fiege, and retire 
within the fortifications of Sonaum.* Thither 
he was followed by Mr. Thomas, who in¬ 
tended to have ilormed the place; but the 
uncxpc&ed arrival of Tarah Sing, an ally, and 
fun-in-law of the rajah, with a very confider- 

f-Sonaum, a lai^c town, amuteJ zz toss to the west¬ 
ward of Pattiilah. 
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able force, for the prefent prevented the at¬ 
tack. 


By this time alfo the neighbour! he; pea- 
fantrv having joined the rajah Han da rd, de¬ 
termined Mr. Thomas to rcltru^uifli his inten¬ 
tion until a more favourable opportunity. Nu¬ 
merous bodies of cavalry continued daily to 
hover round the fkirts of his army during the 
march, by which he iultaincd great annoyance. 
After a fatiguing march of fou r-and-twenty 
miles, on coming to the ground, lie was fur- 
prifed by the found of the Tkamuck.* 

He encamped near the town of Bcllud. A 
large body of the enemy, who were concealed 
in a neighbouring jungle, waited the event 
with impatience, and hoped to take advantage 
of the difbrdcr of Mr. Thomas’s troops, whilft 
attacked by the town s people, and cut them 
to pieces. It is here ncccflary to remark, that 


* Thamuck, a large military drum, in common use in 
tbt north-west parts of India, the sounding of which is 
always consul ivd as a prelude to hostilities. 
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in confcquencc of the continued (late gf ^war¬ 
fare in thofe parts, the villages and towns are 
ffcrongly fortified, and capable of making a det 
pc rate re fi franco again It the attacks of their 
predatory neighbours. 

The walls of the town aforementioned were 
nine feet thick, with a ditch twenty feet in 
depth, and the gam ion numerous. Mr, Tho¬ 
mas, therefore, without lofs of time, made 
preparations for {forming before he could be 
attacked liy the enemy. By a vigorous alia tilt, 
be carried the place with the lofs of only eighty 
of Ins own people, though with upwards of 
five hundred of the enemy : and though he 
exerted ever) means in his power to prevent a 
continuance of the (laughter, he was unfuc- 
celsful : the rancorous enmity which fubfilled 
between his own troops, who were rnooful- 
mauns, and the Seiks being To great, that the 
former never omitted any opportunity of re¬ 
venging them ft Ives on the latter in the (everell 
manner. 

The town's people w ho furvivedlthc affault 
were ranfomed by a large fum of money. Mr. 
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Thomas's views were now directed to divid¬ 
ing the enemy’s force, which conliftcd of ten 
thoufand men, to raife contributions in the 
neighbouring diftri<5ts, and alio to explore the 
country. To effect thefe objc&s, he en¬ 
camped in a centrical pofition between the 
towns of Pattiaiah and Sonaum. Defirous 
however of punching Tarah Sing, whom,as we 
have before feen, had come to the afliftance 
of the raj all, Mr. Thomas now determined to 
advance towards Mai here Kotcla, the enemy’s 
principal residence. This town is fituatc on 
the Punjab frontier; the road Jay through a 
thick jungle, well adapted for an ambufeade. 
He was marching quietly along, when a fmart 
firing was heard in the front of his line. In- 
flantly repairing to the fpot, he found that a 
party who had advanced to reconnoitre were 
attacked by a fuperior body oi the enemy. By 
the time Mr, Thomas arrived, the party at¬ 
tacked had got out of the jungle to the en¬ 
trance of an extenfive plain ; and he now per¬ 
ceived that the prefent afVuuit had been made 
only with a view to call off his attention from 
he large and populous town of Bhaut. 
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This town was gurnfoned by the troops of 
Tarah Sing, to the amount of throe thou land 
men. 

% 

Mr. Thomas neverthdefs rcfolvcd to ftorm 
it. The walls of the fort were twelve feet 
thick and thirty in height; four ft rong baft ions, 
well fortified w ith cannon, commanding the 
town below, as well as the plain adjoining, it 
was in all refpe&s a place difficult of. needs. 
Mr. Thomas himfclf, at the head of a lelcffc 
body of his troops, entered nearly oppofite the 
centre of the town ; whilft Air. Hopkins, the 
fon of a held officer in the Eaft India Com¬ 
pany's fervicc, now in Mr. Thomas's employ, 
led on his party to ftortn the eaftern angle. 
The a ft air was defperate; and though the 
town was foon let on fire, the enemy made tr 
brave and determined refiftancc. Mr. Hop¬ 
kins gallantly advancing to the attack, ftormed 
in the quarter atligned him, though at the mo¬ 
ment of fueeefs he was unfortunately ftiot 
through the body, and feVcral other officers 
were killed or difablcd, the enemy full keep, 
ing up a tremendous fire from the fort. The 
affair prcfcatcd a doubtful afprfl. A large 
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body of cavalry making their appearance with¬ 
out the town, Mr. Thomas’s troops, though 
in portltlhm of the place, whether from the 
exceffive heat occasioned by the furrounding 
flames, or the fevere fire they fuftained from 
the enemy in the fort, were inclined to re¬ 
treat. At that critical infiant Mr. Thomas, 
having with the greatefl prefenec of mind 
brought up a fix-pounder dofe to the gate of 
the fort, by repeated di{charges almoft demo* 
lifhed it; the enemy then gave up the conteft, 
and by fubmilfion laved a further effufipn of 
blood on both fides. 


The lives of the people within the tort were 
granted, but Mr. Thomas compelled them to 
pay him fit ty thou find rupees. 

The chief of Mai here Kotclah now thought 
proper to change fides; and being like other 
Patans, adopted the practice of his country¬ 
men by connc&ing himfelf with the party 
from whom he expelled to derive mo ft advan¬ 
tage. 

lie agreed to pay Mr. Thomas a lu m of 
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money, and moreover font a body of troops 
under the command of hi> nephew to join 
him. 

Kurrum Sing a Seik chief, and ruler of the 
diftrict of Shaliabad, had for fume time been 
hoftile towards Mr. Thomas; and though at 
his firft fettlcmcnt he had made profeffions of 
triendfhip, very foon altered his conduct. To 
encourage his enmity towards Mr. Thomas, the 
rajah of Patti al ah offered his daughter in mar¬ 
riage to the fon of Kurrum Sing, and their 
union was followed by an open declaration of 
war* The troops of Pattialah were re into reed 
with five thousand Seiks. On the junction of 
thefe troops, a grand council of war was held ; 
and it was there rcfolvcd that a general com¬ 
bination of the Seik chiefs Ihonld be formed, 
to expel Mr. Thomas from the country, 1 hey 
eoniidcrcd him as a dangerous per fon, and well 
knew that if he was fuccchtu] on the prefect 
occalion, they might hereafter expert the moil 
ierious ill conJerjuences to their tribe fiotn his 
future incur lions. 

Mr, Thomas, by his fpies in the enemies’ 
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camp, received cor re ft information of all their 
deliberations, but had no apprehenfion for the 
event; being well convinced, that a body of 
men, though ever fo numerous, being under 
the com mand of fo many different leaders, each 
of them influenced by their own feparate in- 
tereft, were incapable of executing any plan 
with that degree of promptnek which in mili¬ 
tary tranfaftiom can alone enfure fueccfs. 


A circumfUnce now arofe that turned the 
fade much in the enemy’s favour. 


Roy Kcltaun, an independant chief on the 
north-weftem frontier of the Punjab,* and 
whole revenue amounted to five lacks of ru¬ 
pees, had lately died, and was fuccccded by his 
eh left ion Roy Ellas, then a youth. 


The Rannee, his mother, in confluence of 
the tender age of her fon, thought proper to 
aifumc the reins of government; and though 
defirous of doing all the juflicc in her power, 
was, from inexperience, wholly unfit to t ran fad 


* Consult the map. 
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the affairs of her country. The neighbouring 
Seiks, who, during the life-time of the late 
rajah, had, through his policy and good ma¬ 
nagement, continued on friendly terms, now 
perceiving the unprotected ftatc of his infant 
fon, joined in invading his territories ; which 
having plundered and overrun, they loon, 
with the exception of a few forts (from their 
natural firength deemed inaccclTible) brought 
under fubjclion the greater part of the coun¬ 
try. About this time Zcmaun Shah, king of 
Cafcul, arrived at Lahore, a city fifty enfs 
diftant from the young rajah's capital. Tbi+ 
proximity induced the princefs regent to im¬ 
plore the afti fiance of that monarch, in rein* 
Hating her Ion in his authority ; and for that 
purpofc fbc’ accordingly difpatched a vaked to 
Lahore. 

The Sicks, whether it rofc from a dread of 
being attacked by Zemaun Shah, or they were 
apprehensive that affifhncc would be brought 
from another quarter, fiiortly after this event 
thought proper fuddcnly to evacuate the e >un- 
try, when the peasantry returned to their alle- 
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giance. But now a new obftacle arofc, which 
not only prevented for the prcfcnt a continu¬ 
ance of the Ranncc's tranquillity, but plunger! 
her into ftill deeper misfortunes than thofc fhc 
had before experienced. 


* 




* 


* 




4 r 




A. D. 18030 UEOJLOI THOMAS. 


m 


CHAPTER XIII. 

Singular account oj an impojlor among the Seths— 
Hh prctcnfhns ; he « detected by a Seth 
c }^f—Threatens Mr, Thomas—is compelled 
to fly— reduction of Kanhorl—attack of Sefec- 
doo—termination of the campaign, 

T N the Sclk. army was a man of the Cuttry 
^ tribe, ambitious, artful, and intriguing, and 
whole knowledge of mankind, from long and 
deep reflection, had convinced him it was no 
difficult matter to render his countrymen the 
dupes ofhis own artifices : this man, who pre¬ 
tended to trace his lineage from the great pro¬ 
phet Nanick, the founder and lawgiver ol the 
Seiks, had a regular correfpondcnee with fumeof 
his creatures in the Abdali camp, and from time 
to time received intelligence of the motions 
and intentions of Zernaun Shah. Informed 
by hisemiflaries that the Shah had determin¬ 
ed to return to his own dominions, and the 
cxa a Lime being fpccificd for his fetting out. 
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this artful impoftor uffcmbled the chiefs of the 
Scik arm), and pretending to the gift of infpi- 
ration, acquainted them that during the pre¬ 
ceding night he had been favoured with a 
viiit from their prnpbct; who after lamenting 
the hard fir ips under which his favourite tribe 
had laboured by the invafion of Abdallis, he 
had, through the permiffion of the Almighty, 
been enabled to prevail on Zcmaun Shah to re¬ 
turn to his own country, and that at the mo¬ 
ment they were now difeourfing that prince 
had actually' commenced his march. 

Surprised at the apparent abfurdity of this 
declaration, many of the chiefs treated the in¬ 
formation with deferved ridicule ; but when at 
three o'clock in the afternoon of the fame day, 
intelligence arrived of the atfuar march of the 
Shah, as predicted by the impoflor, the whole 
army appeared ftruck with contrition for their 
error, and infilled on their chiefs deprecating 
the anger of this defendant of Nanick, by ex¬ 
piatory offerings, and prefents of all kinds. 

Mly Satisfied with the fucccfsof his ftnita- 
gem, he nowaffcAcd a lofty deportment, and 
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it was with great difficulty that the chiefs pre¬ 
vailed on him to accept the proffered offerings; 
nor did he wholly relent until they offered to 
return with an. army to Lodhana, and put him 
in poffcffitm of the country of the unfortunate 
Roy Elias ; to this he not only yielded a ready 
affent, but added a fallehood to his former de¬ 
ceit, by informing the chiefs that the late in- 
ration ol the Shah had been folcly owing to 
the intrigues of the Rannec, aided by the ma¬ 
chinations of her neighbour the Patan chief of 
Mai here, who had invited the Abdalli Prince 
to take poffcffiun of the Punjab* 

The Scik army daily increafing in numbers 
by accefiions of the peaiantrv, who joined them 
from all quarters, now dircdlcd their march to 
Mai here, and rcfolved to begin their operations 
w ith the liege of that place. 

The Patans who were in Mai here came out 
of the city to encounter the Saks on the plai n, 
but the pre fence of their pretended prophet 
infpiring them with more than juibal confi¬ 
dence, the Patans were repulfed t and driven 
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from the field with great [laughter ; and the 
Sclks entering the town along with the fugi¬ 
tives, the plate was quietly taken, while the 
tew who remained, having quitted the city, 
fought refuge in the fort of Kotclah. 


The Seiks prepared to follow up their vic¬ 
tory by laying fiege to that place ; and to great 
was the conficrnation of the Patans, that 
though it was defended by a very high wall, a 
ditch, and contained a garrifem of doo men, 
they were utterly unable to refill; and had it 
not been for the affiitance of their ally, the ra¬ 
jah of Pattialah, who fent a body oJ his own 
troops for their protection, they muft have fur- 
rendered at di fere t ion. 

This addition of force however rendered 
abortive a! 1 attempts of the Seiks to reduce 
Kotelah; they therefore Separated, though a con. 
fidcrablc bodv, who to all appearance ftSH ad¬ 
hered to the impoftor, difperfed thcinfelves 
over the Rannee’s country, of which, alter 
much predatory warfare, they got pofieffion. 


Reduced to a fituation truly deplorable, that 
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princcfs had now rccourfe to negotiation ; and 
thj >ugh the mediation of the chief of the Pat- 
tial th concluded a treaty with the Seiksj by 
which the agreed to pay the fum of two lacs 
of rupees* a part ot which was dcpotited in. 
ealh, and the remainder in jewels* horfes, and 
warlike ft ores. 

The importer however, who ft ill had a large 
force, would agree to no terms but the actual 
furrendcr of the whole of the country ; and 
though the young rajah, with a view to mol¬ 
lify the ft verity of his demand, waited in per- 
fun upon him, threw himkif at his feet, and 
in terms moil fubmilTtvc Implored an abate¬ 
ment of his former rcfoUc, he continued in¬ 
exorable. 

In this (late of affairs the impoftor, who had 
now got poJfcrtion of the perfon of the young 
rajah, refilled to let him return to his mother, 
and declared he fhould remain a prifoner until 
he complied with the terms propofed. 

But Kurruin Sing, one of the chiefs who 
had hitherto been m the lets ice of the impel- 
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tor, now repented of his credulity, and refolv- 
ed to proted the perfbn of the rajah, and cun dud 
him in/kfety to his own residence. This he re- 
iulutely ctfeded, in fpite of every effort to the 
contrary . he conduded the youth to MaUiere, 
and there left him in quiet polieflion. of his ca¬ 
pital 


This condud excited much indignation in 
the impoftor, who now took upon him to cen- 
fure the behaviour of Kurrum Sing on all no¬ 
tations, and to threaten him with the ven¬ 
geance ot heaven tor thus oppufing the views 
of an infp 1 red perion. Kurrum Sing however 
only waited for an opportunity to deted his 
hypocrily, and expofi; him to the worlds Inch 
fortunately foon happened. 

To preferve the reputation he had thus ac¬ 
quired for fandity, the impoftor, among 
other tricks, ufed frequently, at night and by 
Health, to depofit a vefTel filled with fweet* 
meats under ground. This in the morning 
was produced to his followers as a preient from 
the divinity, declaring at the fame time that 


A.n. l3oO.J CEOtOE THOMAS. 279 

none ihould partake of the contents but fuch 
as vowed, to the utmoft of their abilities, to 
join in the extermination of the MoolTuIman 
race, as enemies to their own prophet and his 
religion. 

This farce was for along time continued, and 
had ierved to imprefs the minds of his follow¬ 
ers with the higheft refped and veneration 
lor his character, but the time was now arri ved 
for his detection. Kurrum Sing, who was 
well verfed in the arts and deceits prallied by 
ftikeers * upon the vulgar, directed tome ot his 
own people to repair privately to the place 
where the veil'd was depolited; and after having 
throwu away the contents, to give a more ef¬ 
fectual air of ridicule to the difeovery, to re¬ 
place them by a quantity of horfe dung. In 
the morning, when as ufiial the veflcl was 
brought out, the company afTemblcd lhewed 
marks of the utmoft horror and aftoniftmient. 

But the pretended prophet, not di forayed by 
the accident, replied to their enquiries w ith a 
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fedatc and unruffled countenance, that the 
rcafon of this extraordinary change was ma- 
nifefe, as the great founder of their religion 
had chofen this method to evince his refefit¬ 
ment of their late impious conduct, in con¬ 
cluding a treaty with Mooffulmaun chiefs,who 
were the acknowledged enemies of their own 
faith. 


This harangue, however impudent, would 
have been attended with the defiled tfFlCt, had 
not Ktfrrum Sing at that in It ant flopped forth 
from the crowd of duels,' by which the Im¬ 
porter was encircled, and in the moil public 
manner, accompanied with fiucaflic obferva- 
tions and noiiu H levity, i.\; ■ fi d tlie w hole of 
the deceit which he had c&ufcd to be practiced 
the preceding night. 


The charm was now* diflblvcd ; the remain¬ 
ing chiefs, afhamed of having fubmitted to an 
impofitinn fo grols, now* abandoned him to his 
fate, and he was left with only about lnooof 
his own people; but the peasantry of the 
country, who from re ilk Hue Is of Jpirit are 
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always ready to change their rulers, full ad¬ 
hered to his interefts, and having joined him 
in great numbers, brought with them an 
abundant fop ply of provifions and other nc- 
ccdaries. 

The Rinnee, without protection, was in no 
condition to refill ; and the Seik clneis, al¬ 
though they w ould no longer embrace the im- 
pofiors caufe, were neverth clefs unwilling to 
fight againtl him ; he. therefore, foon got pof- 
leffion of the Rannec's country, and had formed 
the fiegc of Lodhana * about the fame time 
that Mr. Thomas, as we have before related, 
made himfelf matter of the fort of Bhaut. 

It was in this fituation of her affairs, when 
reduced a I moll to extremity, that the Ramie e 
determined to apply to Mr. Thomas for Ills af* 
fiftancc in expelling the impoftor from her ter¬ 
ritories, With this intention flic diJ pate bed a 
confidential fervant to his camp, who, on her 
part, pmmited him a remuneration of a lack of 
rupees, if he would cfpoute her caufe, and re- 
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inflate her Ton, the young rajah, in his au¬ 
thority. 


She promifed moreover to fend him an an¬ 
nual tribute of 50,000 rupees, it he would gua¬ 
rantee her fon in the undifturbed poileffion of 
it. 

Mr, Thomas, though well aware that by ac¬ 
cepting the prefent offer he fhould draw on 
hi mlclt a procratf inated war, n evert he lets ob- 
ferves with that humane confldcration which 
always marked his character, that the fallen 
condition of an ancient and honourable family 
had great weight with him in forming his re¬ 
futation on this head. 


In the mean time the impoflor, hearing of 
the negotiations betwixt the Rannee and Mr. 
Thomas, fent the latter a letter, in which he 
Rated, that having called to his afUffcncc JRun- 
ject Sing and others, the molt powerful among 
the Scik chiefs, he was now on his march 
againft Mr. Thomas, and advifed him, if he 
wifhed for quarter, to fend a vakeel directly tq 
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his camp. In this letter, arrogating to himrtlf 
the title of' fucceiTor of Nanick, and (bvereign 
of the Sdk nation, he recommended Implicit 
obedience to his commands. Equally indig¬ 
nant at the ftyle of the impoftor’s acid refs, as 
he was rcgardlefs of his menaces, Mr. Thomas 
replied, that had he feared the power of the 
Seiks he would not have penetrated thus far 
into the Punjab; that he was accuftomed to 
receive and not to fend vakeels; and that if 
the impart or wifhed to live on amicable terms, 
he mud not only pay a fum of money, as 
others had been compelled to do, but likewise 
immediately evacuate the territories which he 
had fo unjurtly ufurped from the infant rajah. 


The boldncrt of this anfwer only contributed 
to irjccnfe the importer, and he prepared to 
attack Mr. Thomas. 


Meanwhile the young rajah, defpairing of 
profiting by a longer rtay with the chief of 
Puttialah, of his own accord took leave, and 
came lfraight to Mr. Thomas's camp. “ The 
“ comely appearance (fays he) of this youth, 
f' his fallen condition, and, above all, the com 
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11 fidcnce he Viewed in placing his whole re- 
“ liance on one againft whom he was lo lately 
4< leagued In enmity* altogether in Hue need me 
“ in his favour, and determined me to ulc 
« every exertion in fupport ol' his caule," 

The importer, who by this time had rein¬ 
forced his army with the troops of Pattklah. 
and others, was encamped in the neighbour¬ 
hood ; but, on Mr. Thomas's advancing, he 
thought proper to retreat ; and his people hav¬ 
ing no artillery, evacuated the different polls 
much fader than Mr. Thongs could advance 
to hike potleffion. So rapid was his march, 
that in one place he found the bed, palankeen, 
tent, and baggage, belonging to the importer, 
who by a timely retreat laved himlell horn 
being made prifoner, and never afterwards oc- 
calioncd any disturbance. 


The Rannce and her fon w ere put in poflef- 
fion of their country, the molt active of the 
rebels were icizcd, and it was not long before 
the rajah’s authority was completely re-efta- 
birthed. 
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During thefe tranfatfions, the chief of Pat¬ 
ti al ah, having been joined by others, advanced 
to attack Mr. Thomas, with a determination 
to expel him the country. Several Ikirmilhes 
endued between the armies, but without much 
effect on either fide, neither party being de- 
firous of rifking a general engagement. 1 he 
war was therefore carried on in a dcfultory 
manner. The Seiks w tilled, by annoying his 
foraging parties, to cut otF the fupplics i:otn 
bis camp. This mode alfo prevented him 
from making collections; and though nothing 
ferious occurred, yet the fccnc of action being 
on the borders of the young rajah’s country, 
occahoiled great lofs to the cultivation of the 
lands. Mr. Thomas, therefore, would -willing¬ 
ly have carried the war immediately into the 
enemy’s territories. To this, however, neither 
the rajah or his mother would content; but, 
with the molt pr effing in treaties, requeued 
him to remain, while the Seiks continued in 
that neighbourhood. 

So long as prudence allowed, Mr. Thomas 
willingly liftened to the Mentations of his 
allies; but his ammunition beginning to fall 
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fhort, he was reluctantly compelled to march 
toward bis own country to procure a fupply. 

The Seiks, as he had foremen* haraOcd him 
on the march ; but their attempts proving in- 
effeftual to do him any cflential injury, only 
incited him to retaliate, by deftroying their 
villages as he paHcd along. T>ire<fling his 
march towards Hatili, he perceived, not with¬ 
out fatisfadlion, that the whole of the Sdk 
army were following him, by which means 
the country of his youthful ally would, at kail 
for the prefent, be tree from their depredations. 

It mull now be remarked, that previous to 
Mr. Thomas's fetting out for the Punjab fron¬ 
tier", the chiefs of Keithul and Jcind, two of 
his moll powerful neighbours, had concluded 
a treaty, by which they agreed to a ceflation of 
holtilitics during his able nee, to ahftam from 
the iovation of ids territories, and allow him 
to profccute the war again ft his enemies. 
Thofe chiefs, perceiving the lirong combina¬ 
tion which had been formed a gain ft Mr. Tho¬ 
mas, now joined tbcmfclvcs to his other ene¬ 
mies. He therefore prepared to p uni Hi them. 
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Having, by forced marches, got ahead of the 
Seik army, Mr. Thomas firtt led his troops 
agamic the fort of Kanhori, winch he took by 
itorm, and put the gurrifun to the fword. 


Hie acquifition ot this fbrtrcls, which was 
only thirty cols dileant from Pattialah, was of 
great conference to him. Situated on the 
borders of his own territory, and near the Cug- 
gur river, it appeared Jo well calculated ibr a 
depolit oJ Itorcs and ammunition, that he re¬ 
paired the fortifications, and placed in it a 
itrong garriJon. Then collecting hoftages 
from the neighbouring diftri&s, as Jecuftty for 
their future pacific intentions, he marched to 
Rctara, another flrong place on the frontier, 
belonging to Lail Sing. The garrifon confin¬ 
ed of five hundred men; but bcibre a breach 
could be effected, dreading the fitte of the in¬ 
habitants ot Kanhori, tliey alked lor quarter, 
and were allowed by Mr. Thomas to march 
out with the honours of war. 


From this place lie profccutcd his route to¬ 
wards Hanfi. The hot leafon being now for 
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advanced, the Seiks, through want of water 
and forage for their cattle, were compelled to 
rcUnquifh the purfuit; and, drawing off their 
force, encamped in the neighbourhood of Kei- 
thul, there to wait until the approaching rains 
permitted a renewal of hotblltics. 

Mr, Thomas next marched into the diftrid 
of Jeind, from whence he exaded tribute, and 
took hoilages; but, from a dearth of water in 
this neighbourhood to fupply his troops, he did 
not think proper at that time to attack it 


During his abfencc in the Punjab, Bappoo 
Sclndiah, agreeably to* inftrudions received 
from Mr. Perron, invaded Mr. Thomas s poi- 
feflions; but hearing of his return, thought 
proper to fall hack upon the main army, at this 
time encamped near Delhi, 


Mr. Thomas next marched, and laid ficge 
to Scfeedoo, a town dependant upon the chief 
of Jeind. This place was built of brick, and 
the walls of uncommon height. Having erod¬ 
ed three redoubts, in which he placed eighteen 
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cannon, twelve and fix pounders, he began to 
batter the fort, and kept up an inceflant fire 
until three o’clock in the afternoon. At this 
time, fearing that the place might be reinforced 
during the enfiling night, Mr. T honias deter* 
mined on an immediate alfiiult. 1 he garrilon 
confined of feven hundred men, three hundred 
of which remained within the fort; and the 
rcll fallying out, defended into the ditch, 
which crofting with rapidity, they commenced 
an attack upon Mr. Thomas's advanced pofts; 
but moft of the party, among whom were 
fomc chiefs of diitin&bn, were put to the 
fivord. Mr. Thomas’s foldiers in their turn 
attempted to mount the breach ; but the fcal- 
ing ladders being found too ftiort, and the 
ftorming party at the fame inftant afllnled by 
the remainder of the troops within the garri- 
fon, thefe gallant men were involved in the 
great eft difficulty, and entirely expo fed to the 
enemy's fliot, which tell fo thick among them, 
and did fo much execution, that, after a dtfpe- 
ratc and hard fought conflict of tivo hours, 
Mr. Thomas was compelled to retire, w ith the 
lofs of lour hundred and fifty ot his heft men-. 
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The gallant Mr. Hopkins, who had been con¬ 
spicuous for his ardour throughout the at¬ 
tack, on this oecafion received another Severe 
wound. 


The enemy, who had likewise Juffered great¬ 
ly, now attempted to cfcapc from the fort, and 
to cut their way through Mr. Thomas’s troops. 
This, notwithftanding every exertion on his 
part, they effected; and having taken flicker 
in a thick foreft in the neighbourhood, Mr. 
Thomas thought it ufdefs to purfue them any 
longer, but returned to take pofllflion of the 
fort. 


During this tranfaction, the Seik army lay 
within eighteen cofi, and that of Bappoo Scin- 
diali only nine, though both, happily for Mr. 
Thomas, remained quiet. . 

He next marched to Kythuf. Here the 
rajah oi Patti at ah and others of the Seik chiefs, 
lent vakeels into his camp to negotiate a peace. 
Mr. Thomas, on his part, was fincerdj inclined 
to put an end to the war, as he was well in- 
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formed that the army of Mr. Perron was now 
on its march from Delhi, for the avowed pur- 
pofe of affording aid to the Seiks. They like- 
wife had recently been informed that diflurb- 
anccs prevailed in their own country, and 
therefore haftened to conclude the prefent 
negotiations. It was agreed, therefore, that 
the Seiks fhould pay the futn of 1,35,000 ru¬ 
pees, and renounce all pre ten lions to the coun¬ 
try of Roy Kellaun; that the rajah ol Pattialah 
fhould he reconciled to his filler, with whom 
he had been fo long at variance ; that this lady 
fliould be reimburfod for the property that had 
been confifeated; that certain dillri&s fliould 
be ceded to Mr. Thomas - t and finally, that 
the rajah of Pattialah ihould keep two bat¬ 
talions of infantry in conflant pay, who were 
to be Rationed for the defence of the Pun- 
jaub frontier, as a mutual fafeguard to either 
party. 

“ Thus (lay .-3 Mr. Thomas, in his ufual man- 
** ly and energetic drain,) ended a campaign 
tf of fcven months, in which I had been more 
*• focccfsful than I could puflibly have expc&ed 
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" when I firft took the field with a force 
“ confining of five thou land men, and thirty- 
** fix pieces of cannon. 1 loft in kilted, wound- 
** ed, and difabled, nearly one third of my 
" force; but the enemy loft five thou fa nd per- 
u fons of all defections. I rcalifed near two 
“ hundred thoufand rupees, exclufive of the 
** pay of my army, and was to receive an ad- 
ditional one hundred thoufimd for the hof- 
« tages which were delivered up. I explored 
« the country, formed alliances, and, in ftiort, 
« was dilator in all the countries belonging to 
“ the Seiks, fouth of the river Sutledgc.* 


* Before we take leave of this interesting country, it 
may not be improper to advert to two of the desiderata of 
Major Rcnnel, which, from a perusal of his excellent Me* 
moir accompanying the map of Hindocstan, appear to be 
as follow: 

First, to ascertain the existence of a canal, which was to 
have been cut by the order of the emperor Firosc, from 
the river Sut ledge to the Jumna, the execution of which 
design would have opened a communication by water from 
Cabul to Assam. 

Second, the altars of Alexander, which, according to 
Arrian, roust have been situated between the Bey ah and 
the Sitdcdgc, near the modem city of Ferozepore. 
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It Is much to be regretted chat the spirit of modem tra¬ 
vel his not yet reached these distant, though, to che Bri¬ 
tish nation, not wholly inaccessible regions, as no doubt 
many very curious particulars in ancient history, which 
have hitherto remained in obscurity, might, by diligent 
and accurate investigation, be brought to light. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

RefieSiom-—Combination formed again ft Afr. 
Thomas—commencement of Infinities—battle 
with Cafitam Smith—death of Mr, Hopkins 
Mr, Thomas’s opponents become more and 
more formidable—treacherous dfigns of his of¬ 
ficers—multiplied difficulties—Mr, Thomas is 
compelled toffy—reaches Hansi-—he capitulates 
—arrives at the Brittfh frontier—fits death 
and char after, 

IKE a ica-wora mariner, who, after eti- 
^ cratering the dangers and hardlhips of 
a long and tedious voyage, is at length gratified 
i* ith the fight of land , or as a benighted tra¬ 
veller on his road after a weay journey, lofing 
hirniclf in defert wilds, or betrayed by falle 
trads in the treacherous fnow, looks forward 
to the enjoyments of his peaceful home; fi> 
are wc happy to perceive a profpeft of termi¬ 
nating our labours, in vie w of a defired haven. 
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To this haven, after a little more tofling on 
the tcmpciliious ocean of life, and a few more 
viciffitudcs of fortune, we are anxious to con¬ 
duct our friend anti hero; and, after (haring 
with Him the perils and dangers of the voyage, 
finally to place him in that Afylum, where 
every trouble is forgotten, and where every 
fonow ceaics to exift. 

However flattering might appear the ter¬ 
mination of the campaign, Mr. Thomas’s 
good fortune may, at this period, be faid to 
have attained its meridian Iplcnduur; fince a 
dark cloud, which had long been gathering 
over his head, was now preparing to discharge 
its malignant contents: its baneful influence 
threatened even the utter extirpation of thole 
hopes of fortune and independence by which 
he had fo long been buoyed up, and which had 
therefore taken deep root in his afpiring mind. 

But as the combination which was about 
to be formed again if him was in the end pro¬ 
ductive of his downfall, and the death blow to 
his hopes, it will be necdlary in this place to 
take a retrofpedtive furvey of the ftrength and 
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refourecs of that part of the Mahratta empire, 
with which he was entering on an intereiting 
-and eventful warfare. 


This will equal] y enable us to comprehend 
the fituation of his numerous and powerful 
enemies, as to appreciate the exertion of thofe 
faculties and talents which were now called 
forth, and which place his laft lhugglcs for the 
fupport of his authority in a point of view 
highly creditable to his general character, On 
the death of Madhajce Scindiah in 170 J > he 
was fuccccded in his pofTeflions and authority 
by his nephew Do whit Row Scindiah. This 
youth, though of promifmg parts, was by no 
means equal in capacity to his renowned 
uncle. 

That politic prince, aware of the advantages 
to be derived from the practice of the Euro¬ 
pean fyftem of tadics, and the introduction of 
military difeiplinc into his armies, had, by the 
afliftancc of General Puboign, raifed fevers! 
brigades of infantry, which he left entire to his 
nephew. Shortly after his elevation, Dow lot 
How conftitutcd Mr. Perron his commander- 
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m chicf, whofe influence has continued tofway 
the mind of his maftcr from that period until 
the prefent time. 

The force thus railed amounted to forty 
thou land infantry, thirty thou land cavalry, 
with five hundred pieces of heavy artillery. 

This acceflion of force, though difperfed 
over an extend vc traft of country', the fruits of 
the late Sdndiah’s conquefts, could, when cir- 
cumfiances required, be brought to aft in 
concert. 

On the other fide, Hoi kar, the ruler of Indore, 
(a province fituated in the centre of the De- 
kan) could at this time command an army of 
fifty thou land men, with three hundred pieces 
of cannon : and laftly, the Scifcs, who, as we 
have already feen, were able to bring into the 
field nearly an equal number. 

Holkar, however, not being at variance with 
Mr. Thomas, null: not therefore be numbered 
among his enemies, though the prodigious ac- 
cdTion of force againffc him, in an union of the 
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Sciks and Scindiah, was of itfclf fulficicnt to 
aftound and overwhelm him. 


To countcraft the defigns of his enemies, 
Mr. Thomas, at the period we art fp caking of, 
had an army whole utmofl force con l ifted of 
eight battalions of infantry, amounting in all 
to fix thoufand men, fif ty pieces of cannon, 
well appointed and well ferved, one thoufand 
cavalry, and fifteen hundred Kohilljhs, with 
about two thoufand men, w ho garrifoned his 
different forts; hut with this force, compa¬ 
ratively fo fmali, he had a fpirit and elevation 
of mind not to be fubdued by accident, or dc- 
prefi'ed by ill fortune; and not only waited the 
event with firm nets, but declared previous to 
the commencement of hoftilitics, that if his 
re Con ret s in money did not fail, he doubted 
not w ith his prefent army to hold out againtl 
the efforts of all the native princes of India. 

To preferv'c, however, the thread of our nar¬ 
ration, it will now be nec diary to remark, that 
repeated letters had lately been fent by Sein- 
thah to Mr, Thomas, to induce him to aft in 
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conjua&ion with Mr. Perron againft their 
common enemies. 

In an Twer, he rcprefcnted that Mr, Perron 
and him felt being fubjefta of different nations, 
then in a hate ot actual hoffihty atjainft each 
Otlier, it was impoflible they could ever a a in 
concert, or with cordiality. He was moreover 
convinced, that as a Frenchman, and pofiliTed 
of a national enmity agamlt him, Mr. Perron 
would always be induced to repr client his ac¬ 
tions in a light moil unfavourable to his ime- 
xeffo : that principles of honour, on the prefent 
occaliou, forbad his a&ingnndcr the command 
of a Frenchman; but if Scindiakwa* really 
defirous of employing him to the advantage of 
the ftatc, or to his own benefit, he might be¬ 
llow on him a leparatc command, under the 
control of a Mahratta general; or, concludes 
Mr. Thomas with much fpirit, “ fhould yon 
" P ro P cr to appoint me to the ina- 

“ ^agement of operations, either offensive or 
" de fen five, in any part of the Dckan, Hia- 
“ dooftan, or Punjaub, I am ready and willing 
“ to undcrtake the charge, fo foon as the nc . 
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« cdTary arrangements for the payment of 
** my troops can be completed,” 

In repty to this representation, Scindiah, 
who had been tutored for the occafion by Mr. 
Perron, urged in the ftrongeft manner the im- 
poffibility of eonlcnting to Mr. Thomas’s rc- 
queft, as it would ferve as an unfavourable pre¬ 
cedent; he recommended moreover, that in the 

prefent mftance the national enmity of thefe 
commanders fliould be laid slide ; and their 
mutual exertions made for the general benefit 
of the fcrvice, but at ail events defired Mr. 
Thomas to fufpend his rcfoluUon until his own 
arrival in fFmdooflan. 

Some time after the above corre fpondencc, 
Mr. Perron wrote to Mr. Thomas, requefting 
him to fend a vakeel to confer upon the fub- 
jeA, for the mutual benefit of either party. 

This requefr was inftantly complied with ; 
and Mr. Thomas’s vakeel, having received the 
ncccflhry ihftruiVions, was difpatchcd to Delhi. 
Arriving at Mr. Perron’s camp, which was 
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pitched in the neighbour hood of that city, he 
was received in a manner the moft cordial and 
Battering, 


The affairs of Scindiah were at this time in 
a Ctuation that by no means j unified a protnicl- 
ed war in his pofleflions in Hinduoftan, being 
himfclf engaged in an eventful and difficult 
contort with his ancient enemy JriTVunt Row 
Holkar. 

The cautious chief therefore thought that 
to temporife with Mr. Thomas would be the 
moft eligible method; as he might, in the 
courfe of his prefent warfare, have occafion for 
the fervices or Mr. Perron s troops. 

In bis m a flier's name, therefore, Mr. Perron 
requefted an interview. The fort of Bebadur 
Ghur was the place named for the meeting. 
On his approach to thatplacc, Mr. Thomas was 
informed that Perron had put to death a Seik 
chief, who had lately revolted from Scindiah, 
and of whole perfon he hnd got poffdlion bj 
treacherous means. 
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This intelligence induced Mr, Thomas to 
obferve the create ft ckcumfpc&ion in the ap¬ 
proaching interview. Captain Smith, the fon 
of an officer in the honourable Eaft India Com¬ 
pany’s ferviec, was difpatchcd by Mr- Perron 
to meet and conduct him to the Mahratta 
camp, Mr. Thomas took along with him on 
this occafion 3or> cavalry* and two ot hi? moft 
approved battalions; being determined to af¬ 
ford no opportunity to his enemies to effect his 
ruin by treacherous means. 


In the month of September, after fomc pre¬ 
vious negotiation between the parties, Mr. I cr- 
ron and Mr, Thomas met for the firft time at 
the town ofRchadurGHur. Mr.l bonus having 
received recent information that the affairs ol 
Scindtah prefented an unfavourable afpedt, and 
that that chief was unequal to the con tell with 
Jcffwunt Row Holkar, hoped the prefent in¬ 
terview would be productive of an amicable 
adjustment of all former differences, and efta- 
blilh die future tranquillity and good under- 
funding of both parties* 


In this, however, he was deceived; for at the 
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lecond day 5 meeting he was much furprifed 
by a demand, equally hidden as unfufpc&ed, 
from Mr. Perron, requefting him to give up 
the diftrict of Jyjur entirely to the Mahrattas; 
ip lieu of this he was to receive for the fupport 
of his battalions the monthly fum of 50,000 
rupees, and henceforth to be considered as the 
immediate fervant ofDowlut Row Scindiah. 


Although this propofal might have been 
forefeen, Mr. Thomas gave it a pofltive de¬ 
nial ; and perceiving the nature of the dc% n 
formed again# him, was aware that he fhould 
be required toa^t again# Holkarin the prefent 
war ■ and if it proved unfavourable to the in- 
tcrclb of that chief, and his authority was fufc- 
verted, Scindiah would not only diieontinuc the 
payment ot the monthly fum now offered to 
Mr, Thomas, but compel him to accept of any 
terms the Mahratta Government might think 
proper to impofe. 


For the# reafons Mr, Thomas, without fur- 
thcr difcuflion on the fubjcct, abruptly .broke 
up the conference, and marched away in dif- 
gu#. 
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Pacific mcafurcs being now at an cml, Mr. 
Perron, to begin the war with advantage, re¬ 
paired direaly to Jyjur, of which, being unforti¬ 
fied, he immediately took poffoffion. Mr. 
Thomas had ftiU left the fort of George Ghur, 
in which having Rationed SOO men, he expcA- 
ed it would hold out a confide rablc time, nor 
was he deceived. La Fontaine, a commander 
in Mr. Perron’s fervioe, having approached that 
place in the hope of taking it by affanlt, was fo 
warmly recei ved by the garrifon as to be com¬ 
pelled to retreat w ith confide rablc iois. 


The period, however, of Mr. Thomas s final 
difeomfiture was not far oft. His enemies 
prdTcd on him on all Tides with accumulated 
vigour; and private treachery coming in aid oi 
public misfortune, he was form reduced to a 
fituation the moft painfully diitrcfling. 


The force of Mr. Perron at tins time con¬ 
fided of ten battalions oi infantry, fix thou¬ 
sand boric, a body of Ro hi lias, and fixty piece s 
of heavy artillery. The Sciks were likewife 
preparing to fend againft him a confidcrable 
force; and in addition to thefe threatened 
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evils, leveral of his own diftri&s perceiving 
the diftftrons filiation of his affairs, joined 
their efforts to t hole of his enemies. 

A part ol Mr. Perron’s forces was command¬ 
ed by Captain Smith, whom we have before 
had occafion to notice, while a second divi- 
fion was led by Mr. Lewis. 

On Ills arrival at Hanfi, Mr. Thomas loft no 
time in completing his ammunition and other 
ftorcs ; his intention was fir ft to attack Mr. 
LtwiSj but Captain Smith having lately in. 
veiled the fort of George Ghur, by which 
means the collections in that diitrict were in¬ 
terrupted, he rcfblved to proceed to its relief, 

George Ghur* is a fmall fort creeled by Mr, 
Thomas, when he firrt took pciffcffion of the 
pergunnahs made over to him by Appakamla- 
row; it is (ituated four cofa fouth of Jyjtir, 
and thirty diftant from Delhi Tlic unquiet 
ftate of the pergunnahs had induced Mr. 

• For this account of the posh ion of George G|»ur, I 
am indebted to the kindness of my friend Captain SaJkddt of 
thr cavidrr. 
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Thomas to ere& this fort with a view to over- 
awe the neighbouring villages, anti when finifil¬ 
ed he placet! a ftroiig body of troops in it for 
its defence, 

Mr. Thomas having left a body of Rohitlas 
to defend Hanfi, advanced toward# Captain 
Smith, and after a march of eleven cofs, en¬ 
camped at the town ot Ivlahim Mr, Lewis at 
this time being feventeen cols to the north- 
weft of that place. 

Here he was informed that Captain Smith, 
who had got imperl'edt intelligence of his ad¬ 
vance, had withdrawn his guns from the bat¬ 
teries and ft ruck his camp. 

Mr. Thomas having ordered the cavalry to 
proceed with all expedition, continued his 
march with the infantry towards George Ghur, 
where, on his arrival late in the evening, he 
learnt that Captain Smith had retreated. 

Early on the enfuing morning Mr. Thomas 
commenced the purfuit, but Murtuaa K-hawn, 
the commandant of his fecond regiment, who 
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had received orders to proceed in advance, and 
cut off the retreat of Captain Smith, moft un¬ 
accountably ioft his road, and the foldiere being 
fatigued, did not come up u itli their colours'; 
with the only battalion that remained Mr, 
Thomas, on reaching the rear ofCaptain Smith’s 

lute of march, commenced the attack. Cap¬ 
tain, Smith in order to cover the retreat of his 
artillery and baggage, drew up to receive Mr 
Thomas, and after a flight cannonade conti¬ 
nued his route ; at this time Mr. Thomas’s 
iccond regi ment made its appearance, of which, 
trom the eaufes before futed, not more than 
iciventy men had yet come up, and they ad¬ 
vancing incautioufly into a field of joar* on the 
rrght, without having previously reconnoitred, 
were fuddenjy attacked by a battalion of the 
enemy ; his men being fo few in number made 
but a feeble rcfiftzmcc, and before they had 
time to unlimbcr, the enemy took poffeflion 
of tour of their guns. 

Mr. Thomas hearing of thiadifaftcr, imme- 
dialcl). advanced to the relief of his troops; he 


* A grain very common b India. 
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was attended on this occafion by AfalotKliawn, 
a native officer, formerly in the iervice of the 
Eafl India Company ; they charged the ene¬ 
my with vigour fword in hand, and alter a 
feverc conflict, in which the commandant of 
the enemy was taken prifoncr, gave them a 
complete defeat. 


Mr. Thomas's men, thinned in their num¬ 
bers, and cxhaultcd with fatigue, were unable 
to continue the purfuit; he lent his cavalry 
however alter the fugitives, who picked up 
fcvcral itands of colours and fmall arms, which 
had been thrown away in the retreat. 

In this encounter the enemy loft feven hun¬ 
dred men, while that ol Mr. Thomas did not 
exceed one hundred ; and had it not been for 
the foldicr-likc precautions taken by Captain 
Smith in fending forward his artillery and 
batigage, while he made head again!t Mr. 1 ho- 
mas w ith his infantry, the whole would inevi¬ 
tably have been captured ; as it was, he loft 
the greater part of his ammunition and bag¬ 
gage 
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Captain Smith on his defeat returned to 
Jyjur, and Mr. Thomas pitched his camp about 
two miles d if hint from that place. 


In, the morning he was preparing for a ic- 
cond attack, when his hircarrahs, who had 
been on the look-out, brought intelligence of 
the approach of Mr. Lewis from an oppofitc 
direction, and his own troops being not only 
fatigued, but many of them difperfed in fearch 
of plunder, lie did not think it advifablc at that 
time to hazard ail engagement. 

Mr. Thomas now returned to George Ghur, 
but had fcarecly reached that place when he 
received intelligence of Mr. Perron’s army hav¬ 
ing arrived at Byicc, three cofa from his own 
encampment. 


On the enfuing morning the enemy prepar¬ 
ed to attack him. His situation was at this 
time critical; the battalions who had before 
retreated from George Ghur now ramc back, 
and took poll: within cannon fhot to the caft- 
w ard of his encampment; the force under 
Mr. Lewis was-flationed to the fouth-weft ; 
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while the enemy's numerous cavalry attacked 
him in front. 


About four o'clock in the afternoon the 
action commenced hy a heavy cannonade on 
both Tides ; tl.e motions of the enemy had in¬ 
duced Mr, Thomas to divide his army accord¬ 
ing to the ground he occupied, the advantage 
of which, allowing for the quality of the troops, 
was much in his favor; but his battalions r.ot 
being accu (turned to be ex poled to a canno¬ 
nade, he drew up his army on a loofe land, 
which thereby deadened the (hot and prevented 
their rifing after the firit graze. 


His force confiftcd of ten battalions of in¬ 
fantry, fifty pieces of cannon, fix hundred Ro¬ 
ll illas, and about five hundred cavalry, not ex¬ 
ceeding in the aggregate five thou find men ; 
of which number only four tboufand could be 
brought into action. 

Of this force fiv e battalions were oppofed to 
Mr. Lewis, two were aligned fur the batta¬ 
lions oppofitc the centre of hb line, and three 
to fob .in tile Jhock oi the enemy’s boric. On 
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the commencement of the aflion Mr. Lewis’s 
<ii\ i lion came on brifkly, having their guns at 
the drag ropes; Mr Thomas, by a rapid dif- 
charge of round and grape (hot from his artil- 
lery, at firft threw them into contufion, and 
had lie been able at this moment to prevent his 
troops from giving way, would have entirely 
defeated the enemy ; but the centre of his line 
at this time being hard prefled by the enemy's 
cavalry, gave way, and no effort could prevent 
the remainder from following their example. 

This rendered an immediate and fpirited ad¬ 
vance neceflary to flip port. Fur this purpole 
Mr. Thomas ordered Mr. Hopkins, with the 
right wing, and Mr. Birch with the left, to ad¬ 
vance and charge with bayonets in their ref- 
pedtivc wings; which fctvice they performed 
with no Id's gallantry than meeds. 

The enemy halted, and began to retreat; but 
a heavy fire heing ftill continued from their nu¬ 
merous and wcll-ferved artillery, Mr. Thomas’s 
people fell in gmit number?, which the enemy’s 
cavaliy perceiving charged a fectmd time. 
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They were not only repulfed with lofs, but 
purfned by Mr. Thomas's horfe to a confidcr- 
ab!e difcmce from the field of battle. At this 
time intelligence was brought to Mr, Thomas, 
who was on the left wing, that Mr. Hopkins 
had received a fevere contulion by a cannon 
(hot, which broke his leg. This eircumftsnce 
fo difheaxtened his men, that they fell back in 
difurder, and iticreafcd the condition in the 
centre of his line. 

A ftrong detachment of the enemy, who 
were {rationed in Mr. Thomas's rear, prevented 
his receiving any fupport from the troops op-* 
pofed to them, and he could only fparc one 
battalion to fupport the centre. This body, 
however, conducted thcmfclvcs with fo much 
gallantry, that could Mr. Thomas have afforded 
the additional aid of one hundred refolute men, 
they might have advanced, and would in all 
probability have decided the fate of the day. 


Night approaching, and his people being fa¬ 
tigued with the fevere fcrvicc they had under¬ 
gone, deferred their colours, and took flicker m 
the neighbouring ravines. 


3>3 
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Mr. Thomas exerted every effort to ralljr 
them, but without effect. In this exigency he 
called in a body of Rohillas, who had been 
ftationed in an adjoining village, for the pro¬ 
tection of the baggage ; and to It i mu late their 
exertions to a renewal of the attack, proffered, 
but in vain, a large increase of pay. 

Both armies now drew off, anti during the 
night lay on their arms; and the next morn¬ 
ing, after a Ihort and but dirtant cannonade, 
the enemy loft Mr. Thomas matter of the field 
of battle. 

In this aCtion, the enemy loft two thou land 
men, and thirty pieces of-artillery. Mr. Tho¬ 
mas's lofs w as feven hundred mun, and twenty 
pieces of cannon rendered unfit for further fer* 
vice. The caufc of this lots in artillery was 
occaftoned. partly by his cannon being dis¬ 
mounted by the enemy’s fhot, and partly by 
the breaking of their axle-trees, as the carriages 
of the guns, inftead of recoiling as ufual al ter 
the difeharge, from the nature of the foil, being 
a deep and heavy land, flopt fliort and broke. 
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A few days after this action, the gallant Mr, 
Hopkins died of his wounds. The death of this 
young mart was a great lofs to Mr. Thomas’s 
interests; and the firmnefs of his behaviour 
during the whole of his fervicc, us well as the 
manly refignation which he exhibited at the 
dole of life, ft amps his character as an amiable 
man, a brave and gallant foldiciv* 


The enemy were daily reinforced by confi¬ 
de ruble numbers; among the firft of whom 
were the troops under Bap poo Scindiah. Goor- 
dut Sing, Bunga Sing, Joudc Sing, and fever at 
other Scik chieftains, added their forces on the 
prefent oceafion, Runjeet Sing, alfb ruler of 
Burt poor, the Hattrais Rajah, Ramdern of 


* To do justice to the memory of my friend, I cannot, 
on this occasion, forbear to mention, that after the death 
of the gallant youth, Mr- Thomas, with 2 liberality of spirit 
which reflects the highest credit on his thanf ter, sent the 
young nun's disconsolate sister (then become an orphan by 
her father’s death) a present of two thousand rupees; with 
a promise if that sum was not thought sufficient to supply 
her wants, to extend hli ben ertsl cnee, though out of'the 
remains of a ruined fortune of hU own. 
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Kathcler, and the troop of Rajah Ramdial, and 
Keen Sing, from the northern parts of the 
Dooab, completed this formidable aggregate. 


Thirty thoufand men, and a train of one 
hundred and ten pieces of artillery, had now 
furrounded Mr. Thomas on all Tides : they To 
much overawed the neighbouring pcafantry, 
that they not only immediately fubmitted, but 
dUcontinucd their tifuai fupplies of provifions 
for his camp, by which means his difficulties 
were fo fevcrely augmented, that all he could 
hope for, was an immediate attack on his camp, 
thereby to afford him an opportunity of evtnc* 
ing the bravery of his fmail force, by a vigorous 
and dcciiivc encounter. 


But being too weak to draw out his force 
in the open field, lie was compelled to remain 
within his lines, and fortify the camp in the 
heft puffible manner, by drawing round it a 
hedge of the fame kind of thorn trees he had 
made ufe of when under limilar embarraiTmeut 
in the Jypoor dominions. 


Having provided for the iccurity of his camp. 
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and poflcffing a flock of provilions fufficient for 
a month's eonfumption, he determined to re* 
main in his prefent petition until affifiance 
could arrive from Luckwah, v, ho, on the com¬ 
mencement of hoftilitieSj had given him af- 
fu ranees of coming to his fupport. 

On the right of his encampment, a divifion 
of Mr. Perron's force had thrown up fame en¬ 
trenched works ; but Mr. Thomas, by a brifk 
fire from his guns, quickly compelled them to 
abandon it, which, favoured by the darknefs of 
the night, they accomplilhed, 

Skirmifhes between the armies daily took 
place, in which the troops of Mr. Thomas, 
though much inferior in point of numbers, 
had manifeftly the advantage. 


The enemy's cavalry confbmtly hovered 
round his camp to annoy his foraging parties, 
and prevent fupplies of provide ns from getting 
in. Though inferior to the enemy in point of 
numbers, Mr. Thomas’s cavalry, from aftive 
3 nd conilant fervicc, had a decided advantage; 
and fo very alert were his people, that two of 
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the principal commanders of the enemy nar¬ 
rowly clcapcd being made priibners in an at¬ 
tempt to furprife his camp. 

Warned at length by experience that no¬ 
thing was to be gained by thefc dcfultory at¬ 
tacks, and that Mr. Thomas ftrcmtoufly per- 
fevered in his lyflem of keeping clofe w ithin 
his lines, they endeavoured to dfedi: by corrupt 
and treacherous means, w hat they had vainly 
hoped to accomplifti by open and manly war¬ 
fare. 

It mud here be remarked, that the families 
of fcvcral of Mr. Thomas’s officers redded 
w ithin Mr. Perron's diftriefs. He, in order to 
avail himfclf of their dependant fituation, and 
accelerate Mr. Thomas’s ruin, had, at the com¬ 
mencement of h oft ill tics, placed a guard over 
their refpciSive houfes, Among the principal 
were the families of Shah Tab Khawn and 
Khirrate K.hawn, the former a collector of Mr. 
Thomas's revenue,, and the latter the com¬ 
mandant of his firll matchlock regiment. 

Thefc men, who had been at firft confined 
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by Mr. Perron, were afterwards liberated and 
fent for by him to the fort of God, his place 
of refidenct. 


He there, by prefen t bribes and ftill larger 
prom lies of reward in future, perfuaded them 
to join in effecting the ruin of their principal. 
The ungrateful men, although they had on va¬ 
rious occafions experienced the greatest proofs 
of kindnefs and benevolence from Mr. Thomas, 
and whom he had railed from low fit nations 
in his army to authority and command, fcmpled 
not to defert him in the hour of his diftrefs, 
and to join with his enemies in haftening his 
down fat. 

Their opportunities to cfledt this were too 
favourable, Shah Tab Khan, who commanded 
in the fort ol George Chur, had caufed lome 
Hacks of hay within the fort, which formed 
the chief fupport of his cattle, to be treachc- 
roufly fet on fire. The fmall fupply of grain 
alfo, which now conftituted the fupport of the 
garrifbn, was privately made away with by 
means equally nefarious. 
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Not content with the effect already pro¬ 
duced on the minds of Mr, Thomas’s people 
by circumftances Co untoward, thefe perfidious 
men were conftantly infilling into the minds 
of the troops the periloufnds of their fituntioo, 
and apparent Impofiibility of ever extricating 
themfclves, except by fubmiffion to the enemy 
and uniting with them. Of thefe treacherous 
defigns Mr. Thomas was not informed until it 
was too late to frustrate their effedt by any ex¬ 
ertions on his part. Luckwah, w hom he im¬ 
patiently expected, did not arrive; and other 
chiefs who had promised their affiftance, not 
only withheld it, but actually joined his ene¬ 
mies. About this time, like wife, Colonel 
Helling, the commandant of Agra, arrived, 
and added himfelf to the number of Mr. Tho¬ 
mas’s foes. 


Several of his officers, whofe habitations 
were in Mr. Perron's diflridis, defer ted from 
his camp. His cattle were either killed or 
difabled, his grain had failed, and his ammu¬ 
nition fell fhort. With the utmoft exertion 
he was fcarccly able to procure grain by de¬ 
taching parties fccretly at night, who brought 
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him in a fcanty Supply in tlic morning, though 
not without frequent diminution of his fmall 
force in cavalry. 


In this diftrcfs Mr. Thomas had no icfource 
but either to attack the enemy by night, to 
fally forth ami try the event of aeonteft in the 
day, or, attended by his cavalry, to attempt his 
retreat, leaving the infantry to make the belt 
terms they coukl with the enemy. 


After mature deliberation, he refolved to at¬ 
tack the enemy, and force his way to Hanfi, 
which if he could reach in fafety, he hoped to 
be able to continue his refinance with effect, 
until affiftance fhould arrive from Luckwah. 


He accordingly gave the needfary directions 
for carrying this refolution into effe&: but his 
people, fufpafting his intention of returning to 
Hanfi, now began to pack up their baggage 
and openly to deleft the camp. 

On receiving intimation of this defign, Mr. 
Thomas afTcmbled the odicers, and enquired 
of them the catife of this commotion.. He was 
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informed that no reliance could be placed on 
the foldtcrs, who, disheartened at their fitua- 
tion and the dirt refs they daily endured, would 
no longer remain with their colours. 

To quiet their apprchcnfions, and reft ore 
confidence with regard to his fuppoied march 
to Hanfi, Mr. Thomas himfelf remained with¬ 
in the lines; and .to encourage the drooping 
fpirit of his people gave orders for an attack 
to be made on one of the enemy’s advanced 
pofts, which from its fituation appeared eafy 
to be taken. 

At this moment a difficulty aroft* regarding 
the bullock-drivers, who had deferted the camp. 
Some ftpoys however, encouraged by the pro- 
mile of liberal reward, undertook the office, 
and a rtlcct detachment quitted the camp. 

But whether from being infe&ed with the 
general depreffion of fpirits that prevailed 
throughout the troops, or that they were really 
unfit for the occupation, the lepoys conducted 
thcmfdves in fo auk ward a manner, and made 
fb little exertion in getting on the guns, that 
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Mr. Thomas thought it more prudent to recal 
the detachment altogether, and it accordingly 
returned to camp. 


Shortly after his htnearrahs brought infor¬ 
mation that the enemy, having been apprised 
of bis intention to force his way to Hanfi, 
had got their line under arms ready to oppofc 
his progrels ; and which, if he had attempted it 
in the prefent difeontented ftate of his troops, 
would in all probability have terminated in his 
di/grace. 


Deftitutc of forage, in want of ammunition, 
there being no poflibility of any fupply arriving 
from without, his foldicrs daily deter ting, and 
the few who remained even refuting to fight, 
except hi the adlual defence of the camp, in 
this situation Mr. Thomas a/Temblcd a council 
of his officers, who, on his fubmirting to them 
the circumltanccs, gave it as their unanimous 
opinion, that there was nothing to be done but 
by an unconditional fur render to the enemy. 

Mr. Thomas endeavoured to perfuade them 
that a retreat to Hanfi was Hill practicable • 
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but his exertions were ineffectual, and a difmal 
afpe£l prefented itfelf on all fides. 


For the laft three days no groin had been 
fereed out in the garrifon ; but as many of the 
foldiers had been provident in times of plenty 
to fave from their refpc&ivc allowances, there 
exifted no real want of that article in the camp, 
and fait and fugar were ftill to be had in great 
abundance. A fmall quantity of wheat fti II re¬ 
mained, which Mr, Thomas humanely appro¬ 
priated to the ufe of the rtek and wounded. 
The fcarcity of provifions operated more fc- 
vercly upon the Hindoo than the Mooifulman 
Ibid iers, as the latter could tub lilt upon the 
cattle that were daily deftroyed by the enemy's 
(hot. 


A body of Rohillas, who were Rationed m 
the ports that commit tided the water ufed for 
the Ripply of the camp, fuddenly went over to 
the enemy. Mr. Thomas uirtaiitly appointLd 
others to guard the ports thus abandoned ; but 
to his forrow foon found that the fpirit of uc- 
fcrtion had feized on the MooiTulman troops 
in general, the cavalry alone excepted- At 
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fcven o'clock in the evening information was 
brought that the whole of the troops flat ion cd 
at the otit-pofts of the camp had defeated ; 
that the enemy were making preparations for 
a general aflault; and at the inltant of receiv¬ 
ing this intelligence, Mr. Thomas had the ad¬ 
ditional mortification to perceive the laft ft nek 
of his hay in flames by the incendiaries. This, 
as it afterwards appeared, was a preconcerted 
fignal between the enemy and the traitors in 
his own camp. 


Di ft refled at this intelligence, Mr. Thomas 
demanded of the perfon who informed him 
wherefore he had fo long delayed the commu¬ 
nication ; but received in reply' only a vague 
and unfatisfatftory cxcufe. The fame of trea¬ 
chery now began to difcloic it ft If, 

Shortly after Mr. Thomas's hircarrahs brought 
word that Shah Tab Khan, who commanded 
George Ghur, had already mourned his hurfe, 
attended by his people and all their cSofts, and 
was preparing to leave the fort, being at that 
inftant in conference with a party of the 
enemy, who had approached the walls with a 
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determination to elcort the traitor to their own 
camp. 

His cfcape was cafdy effected, Mr. I homas 
being in no condition to punilh him \ and on 
his departure, a party from camp was ordered 
to take pofleflion of the fort; but by the de¬ 
fer t ion of Shah Tab Khan the face of affairs 
was altered confidcrably for the worfe. The 
matchlock men were now defecting the camp 
in crowds and in all directions; a few ot the 
officers of the whole regiment being the only 
per forts who remained. 

Mr, Thomas’s folc reliance was now on the 
attachment of the regiment which had been 
commanded by the gallant but unfortunate 
Mr. Hopkins, at the commencement oi the 
campaign. It was feven hundred ftrong; but 
during the late fevere femec had been reduced 
to one third of the original number. “ TheJc 
“ (fays Mr. Thomas, in the bittemefs of his 
(t anguifh, occafioncd by fo many defertions) 
<l wore the only men that tlood true to my 
" interdh.’' 
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But even with this force, though compara¬ 
tively fo insignificant, had there been provi¬ 
sions and forage in the place, he might Slill 
have defended the fort of George Ghur; but 
excepting the fatal! portion allotted for the 
fuftenancc of the Sick and wounded men, not 
a Seer of rice or grain could be procured; to 
complete their d litre is, the enemy, perceiving 
their forlorn Situation, prepared to advance and 
overwhelm them with numbers; nothing now 
remained for Mr. Thomas but to attempt a 
retreat, and, if poSSible, carry into effect his for¬ 
mer determination of throwing himSelf into 
Hand, 


Agreeably to this determination, having or¬ 
dered the cavalry to hold themfdves in readi- 
nefs, he about mno o’clock in the evening quit¬ 
ted his camp. 


Not long after, he fell in with a party of the 
enemy, who attacked him with vigour: his 
men, disheartened by the late events, having 
loSl their accuftomcd fpirit, gave way on all 
fidcs, and he was compelled with a few fpl* 
lowcrs to fly for his life. 
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The enemy continuing the purfuit, he w;is 
compelled to make a circuitous route in order 
to avoid tailing in with draggling parties, by 
which means, though Hanfi was not more than 
forty cod from George Ghur, he was compel¬ 
led to travel nearly double that diftanec,* 


Arrived at length in fafety at Hanfi, Mr, 
Thomas's drft care was directed to its de¬ 
fence, f 

* In this retread Mr. Thomas rode a f.ivourttc Persian 
horse of a icty superior breed and ihe highest spirit. On 
this generous animal, without allowing any intermission on 
the road, he performed a journey of one hundred and 
twenty miles within twenty-four hours. This horse, which 
Mr. Thomas brought with him down the country, js now 
in the possession of Sir Frederick Hamilton, Bart, of Be¬ 
nares. 

f tlinsi, according to the Ayers Akberi, is included 1IJ 
the Soebah of Delhi. Speaking of the rivers contained 
within t It ss Soobah, the author of the A jetn Akben ob* 
serves* “ There are also many lesser streamy ami amongst 
11 titan the Kenkfear, vulg. (Cnggur), Hans! is an ancient 
4t city* where reposes Sheik Jumal, successor of Sheik Fc* 
#I reed Shtjkrr Ceni <of whom we have spoken in otjrde- 
* l tail of the Battee country )* The city of Hissar was 
f ( founded by Sulrmm Ferose* who dug a canal vrhkh 
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\\ amcd by pa/t experience of the treacher¬ 
ous difpofition of the MooiTulmans, he commit¬ 
ted the charge of the fort and city to his faith¬ 
ful Hajepoots, whom on ah occafions, and in 
the moll trying foliations, he had ever found 
worthy his confidence. 


He was not miftaken in Ins conjectures, as 
daily tntismccs occurred during the ficge of 
the inconfhincy and treachery of the others. 

Two pieces of artillery were all that remain¬ 
ed in the fort fit for fervice. The dilatory 
march of the enemy to inveft the tow n af¬ 
forded Mr. Thomas JiifHcicnt time to caft and 
mount eight additional cannon. The enemy 
advancing by eafy ftages poflef&d themfcIves 
ol the wells in the neighbourhood of Hanfi, 
and at length commenced the liege. 


“ brings tic water of the Jumna near this city. This cn, 
M nal die town of Sersah. ! lissar ha* very few ri¬ 
vers, and in order to make welts, the inhabitants are 
“ °Wiged to dig to a great depth.”—See Mr. Gladwin's 
Translation of the Aveen Akbfri, Calcutta editbn- 
arttdc Delhi, yol. ii. 


GEORuT THOMAS. 


a . a. i So i.3 


329 


The Rajepoots who {till adhered to Mr. 
Thomas, by this time reduced in their numbers 
to three hundred men, were Rationed within 
the fort; the remainder of his force, confining 
ot about nine hundred men, were diftributed 
for the defence of the city and the out-polb. 
Aware of his very critical foliation, Mr. Tho¬ 
mas himfclf remained within the fort, taking 
care to keep a Arid guard during the night. 


The troops deftined for the fecurity of the 
out-polls had fcaredy occupied their respective 
Rations, when, in a manner mofc dattardl y and 
treacherous, they delivered them over to the 
enemy; and the tort and city were thus left to 
be defended by a handful of men. 


This even was rendered impracticable by 
the treachery of feme Rohillas, who invited 
the enemy to advance to the attack. The af- 
fault was accordingly made : on the entrance 
ol the enemy into the town, a defperate con¬ 
flict was maintained 011 either fide, Mr. Tho¬ 
mas's remaining troops fighting with the rjiift 
determined valour: three different times the 
enemy were rcpuUed with lofs, hut numbers at 
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length prevailing, Mr. Thomas could no longer 
perfuade his men to continue the conflict ; he 
was therefore rdu&antly compelled to take 
flicker within the fort, and abandon the town, 
of which the enemy took immediate poiTef- 
fion. 


Of his whole force, /even hundred men now 
only remained. The enemy having ere&ed their 
batteries, commenced the fiegc of the fort, 
which, notwithstanding its fiegc and the fmall 
garrifon which it contained, had there been a 
fufficiency of provilions, could ftiU have made 
a fuccc&ful refinance; but provifions were 
icarce, the Mahomedan troops were clamor¬ 
ous for their pay, and receiving no fatisfaftory 
anfwer on this head, they made offers to Mr, 
Perron of joining his army on condition of 
payment of their arrears, and an advance of 
money as a reward for their treachery. 

Mr. Perron would readily have agreed to 
this propofol, had he not conceived Mr. Tho* 
mas could full defend the place with his re¬ 
maining Rajepoots, in which cafe he might 
k>fe many of his own men ; he accordingly 


GEORGE THOMAS. 


i 


A. D. l3oi.] 


33 * 


made Mr. Thomas acquainted with the trea- 
ehery that was carrying ott within the garri- 
fon, and adviicd him to be upon bis guard. 


" Confidcrine, therefore, (concludes Mr. 
** Thomas) that I had entirely loft my party, 
“ and with it the hopes of at prelent fubduing 
<r my enemies, the Seilts and the powers in 
•' the french interdfc; that J had no expcc- 
** tation of fuccour from any quarter, Luck- 
“ wah having gone to Joudporc; that if hofti- 
" litres continued, my reiource in money would 
“ have failed; in this fttuation, 1 agreed to 
** evacuate the fort; and the neceflary arrange* 
u meats being completed, 1 ftlpulated for a 
u battalion of fepoys to cfcort me to the Eng- 
“ liili frontier, where I arrived in the middle 
of January, 13 02. 


# 
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DEATH AND CHARACTER 

OF 

GEORGE THOMAS. 

NOT long after his arrival on the Britilh 
frontier, Mr. Thomas ini petted his affairs; 
and on collecting the wreck of his for¬ 
tune, acquired with fo much toil and labour, 
he found hirnfdf poffdTcd of a fum not more 
than fufficient to procure the comforts of life 
in his native country; with this he determined 
to retire from public life to the enjoyment of 
domcftic calc and quiet; and with this inten¬ 
tion was proceeding to Calcutta, when death 
arretted his progrefs, near the military canton¬ 
ments of Berhampoor, on the 2 2d ot Augutt, 
1802. He was interred in the burying-ground 
of that place, and a monument is now creating 
to his memory. 

George Thomas was a native of Tipperary, 
in Ireland, about forty-fix years of age, tall in 
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his pcrfon (being upwards of fix feet in height) 
and of a proportionate iirengtb of body; his 
countenance was bold and ere£ ; but from the 
eouftant and active ulc of his limbs, during his 
long and arduous warfare, lie had contracted 
an elevation of the head which gave him the 
appearance of fri{fuels; though in confequence 
of this elevation his look was more martial, 
and indicative of the intrepidity of fpirit 
which reigned within, and which wholly pof- 
felled his mind to the laft hour of his life. 


Mr. Thomas appeared formed by nature to 
execute the bolddt defigns; and though uncul¬ 
tivated* by education, he poll’efled a native and 

* On Ids first arriv.i] at Benares, after having obligingly 
prcmdicd Lis Excellency the Marquis WeUdley to afford 
C»cry informal ion within his power of the state of the we,- 
tern countries, Mr. Thomas proposed to the compiler of 
these memoirs to deliver his information In the Persian 
language; adding, that from constant use it was become 
more familiar to him than hit native tongue. This offer, 
for obvious reasons, was declined; but it proves Mr. Tho¬ 
mas's capacity, under every disadvantage arising from a 
want of regular education; and t have no hesitation in de¬ 
claring my Opinion, that if Mr. Thoftm had found leisure 
to cultivate his mind, his progress in the must mrftj 
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inherent vigour of mind, which qualified him 
for the performance of great actions, and 
placed him on a level with di&tnguiflied offi¬ 
cers of the prefent day. 


That he pofTefTed fuperior military talents 
has, we trufr, been evinced oy the relation of 
the tranfa&ions in the preceding pages; and 
in reviewing his conduct, during a long and 
multifarious warfare, a more competent efti- 
iniYtc maj perhaps be formed of his abilities, 
if we reflect on the nature and extent of one 
of his plans, which he detailed to the com¬ 
piler of thcle memoirs during his rcfidencc at 
Benares. When fixed in his rciidcnce at 
Hanti, he firft conceived, and would, if un- 
forefeen and untoward circumitances had not 
occurred, have executed the bold defign of 
extending his conqudls to the mouths of the 
Indus. This was to have been effected by a 
fleet of boats, cunltrutted from timber pro¬ 
cured in the forefts near the city of Feroic- 
poor, on the banks of the Sutledgc river* of 

branches of literal tire would have been surprisingly rapid. 
He spoke, wrote, and read the Hindoostany and Persian 
languages with uncommon fluency and precision. 
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proceeding down that river with his army, and 
fettling the countries he might fubdue on his 
loute: a daring enterprife, and conceived ia 
the true fpirit of an ancient Roman. On the 
conclufmn of this defign it was his intention 
to turn his arms againft the Punjaub, which 
he expected to reduce in the couric of a couple 
ol years; and which, confidcring the wealth 
he would then have acquired, and the amaring 
rcfourccs he would have poffefied, thefe fuc- 
ccfTcs combined would doubtlcfs have contri* 
buted to eftablifli his authority on a firm and 
folid balis. 


Apprehenfive, however, of the ultimate fuc- 
ccfs of his arms, when he confidcred the num¬ 
ber and ftrength of his enemies, Mr. Thomas, 
about the time he was occupied in the con¬ 
templation of the aforementioned plan, made 
an offer* of his fervice to the Britiih govern¬ 
ment ; which, though circumftances of political 
confide ration might not have inclined govem- 

* Correspondence with Captain H. V. White, to whom 
the compiler bep leave to offer hit kindest acknowledg¬ 
ments for several interesting anecdote* in the latter part of 
Mr* Th0m*f’s career. 
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ment to adopt, is ncverthckCi fufftclcnt to pre¬ 
sent a correct idea of the cnterpnfmg fpirit of 
the man. Having offered to advance and take 
poiHiTion of the Ptinjaub, and give up his army 
to the direction and control of the Engltfli; 
to take the country, and, in fhott, to become 
an active parti fan in their caufc: he thus, in 
a patriotic and truly loyal ftrain, concludes his 
remarks on the interefting (object; “ * By this 
u plan,” fays he, *' I have nothing in view but 
" the welfare of my king and country. It could 
“ not be concerted foon enough to he of any 
" ufc in the approaching conflict; (his difputc 
" with the Mahrattas); therefore it is not to 
** better myfdf that I have thought of it; T 
" thail be forty to fee my conqucfb fall to the 
“ Mahrattas, I with to give them to my king, 
“ and to ferve him the remainder of my days; 
u and this 1 can only do as a ioldicr in this part 
“ of the world." 


His knowledge of the fpirit and character 
of the different tribes and nations that com- 
pofc the interior of the vail peninluU of India* 


• Captain White's canrrsponJeOtt. 
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was various, extenfivc, and correct; and no 
man perhaps ever more thoroughly duelled, or 
more properly appreciated, the Indian cha- 
radlerat large. In his manners he was gentle 
and moffenfive, and pnUefled a natural polite* 
nefs, and c\inced a difpofition to pkafe fupe- 
rior to molt men. He was, as we have already 
Jeeo, equally a loyal Jubjcdl to his king, as a 
real and lincere well wiflier to the prosperity 
and permanence of the Britifh empire in the 
calk. He was open, generous, charitable, and 
humane; and his behaviour towards the fami¬ 
lies of thole perfons who fell m Ills lervice, 
evinces a benevolence of heart, and a philan¬ 
thropy of fpirit, highly honourable to his cha¬ 
racter. 

But with thefe good qualities, the impar¬ 
tiality of hiftory demands that we fliould date 
his errors, and endeavour to difeover fbme 
Hiatles in a character otherwife fplendid. A 
quickncfs of temper, liable to trequent agita¬ 
tions, and the ebullitions of hafty wrath, not 
imfrcquently rendered his appearance feroci¬ 
ous; yet this only occurred in mitanees where 

X 
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the conviviality of his temper obfeured his 
rcafon ; and for this, on conviction, no man 
was ever readier to make every acknowledg¬ 
ment and reparation in his power. 


Perfect correctnefs of conduct cannot be ex¬ 
pected from a character like the one now un¬ 
der confederation, as a fcclufion from civilized 
life, and long abfence from the cxercifc of 
thole duties which conftitute the chief enjoy¬ 
ment of foeial happinefs, mull necdfarily have 
tinctured the manners of the man with feme 
portion of the Ipirit of the barbarians with 
whom he was fo long an inmate. 


Upon the whole, however, we may be jus¬ 
tified in remarking, that on a review of the 
life and actions of this very extraordinary man, 
it is difficult which moft to admire, whether 
the intrepidity of fpirit by which he was in¬ 
cited to the performance of actions which* by 
their effect, railed him from the condition of 
a private fubject to rank and diftinction among 
princes ; or the wonderful and uncommon at¬ 
tachment generally exhibited towards his per- 
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ion and mterefts, by natives of ever)' defer!p- 
tion f who fought and conquered with him in 
his long and arduous career, and whole aflift- 
ancc exalted him for a time to a height of re¬ 
spectability and confcquence that fddom falls 
to the lot of an individual. 
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Of the Trade hi general carried on in the 
Countries to the Narth-Weji of Delhi, 


I. FUNJAUB. 


N open trade with this country from 



■*" every part of Hindooftan has long fmee 
ceafcd; but petty merchants, by applying for 
patTports from the refpeftive chiefs of the Seik 
territories, previous to entering their bounda¬ 
ries, arc generally fupplied with them, and 
by this means ftill continue a trifling commer¬ 
cial mtercourft. 

Their exports to the countries weft of the 
At took, confift of fugar, rice, indigo, wheat, 
and white cloth. Their imports from thofc 
countries are fwords, horfes, fruit, lead, and 
Iptccs. Their exports to Cafhmerc may be 
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confidcred nearly the fame as into Pcrfia; their 
imports from Calh mere are fhawts, and a va¬ 
riety of cloths, faffron, and fruit. 

^ ith the inhabitants of the mountains thev 
exchange doth, matchlocks, and horfes, for 
iron, and other interior commodities. From 
the Deckan are imported fulphur, indigo, fait, 
had, iron, Europe coaric cloth, and fpjpes : 
their exports arc horfes, camels, fugar, rice, 
white cloth, matchlocks, fwurds, and bows 
and arrow's. 

This trade Is not carried on by any particu¬ 
lar route, but depends on the chara&cr of the 
chiefs oi thofc diflrids through which they 
pafs. The moft confrderablc part of the trade 
is, however, earned on from Amrut Seer, by 
w ay of Machaywara, to Duttyala j fouthward 
By way of Hanft, Raugc Gliur, and Orcccha, 
into the weftem part of the Rajepoot country 
by way of Kythul Jdnd, and Dadcry, and. 
finally by Karuaid towards' Delhi and the 
Ganges. 
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II. BATTIES. 

The exports of the Baltics, eonfill: of horfei, 
camels, bullocks, buffaloes, and dice; their 
imports arc coarfe white cloth, Jugar, and 
fait; but the trade is very inconfidcrable, and 
is carried on by petty merchants of Bahadra, 
Nohcr, and other towns, through the means 
of the difcipl CSL of Shickh Forced, The Hifar, 
or Harriana diflnits import matchlock s, fwords, 
coarfe white doth, fait, fugar, a fmall quail- 
tity of rice, wheat, and fpiees, their exports 
are horfes, camels, bullocks, and ghee. 


111. BEYKANEER. 

hfjkiuiccr imports coarfe and fine nee, 
fugar, opium, and indigo. The former ar¬ 
ticles they import from the Punjauband by 
Baugc Ghur and Churoo; fait they get from 
Sam her, and wheat from the Jypoor country; 
fpiccs, copper, and coarfe cloth, from Jeffd- 
mcrc. They have no exports but cattle, and 
thofc arc of an inferior breed. 
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IV. JOUDPOOR, 

The country of Joudpoor imports iron, 
copper, cloth of different forts, red and fel¬ 
low broad cloth, rice, opium, fugar, and 
fpiees, The copper and broad cloth arc 
brought from Surat, from Tatta on the Indus, 
and from the Jypoor and Me war countries. 

Rice, fogar, and wheat from Me war, Goor- 
wara, and the fouthem parts of their own 
country. 

Their exports are horfes, bullocks, and ca¬ 
mels, of fuperior fizc, which are in great re- 
queft in various parts of India 1 fait like wife 
from the Sarubrc lake, and other places in its 
vicinity, is exported to the Punjaub to the caft 
and to the fouth. 

The trade to this country from Surat, paiics 
chic fly through Gujcrath and Ahumdabad; from 
Tatta through the Sirnly country and JdTcl- 
merc, and to the Dcckan, by Me war and Kota. 
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The town of Pawley is the greateft mart in 
tliis part of Rajepootana ■ for there the mer¬ 
chants exchange the commodities of Europe, 
Peril a, and Deck an, for thofe of Cafhmerc, 
Punjaub, and Hindooihn. 

The trade in mod parts of the Rajcpoot 
country is carried on by camels or bullocks ; 
this is unavoidable, the fandincls of the foil 
rendering it aim oil; im pa fable to carriages. 


V. KOTA AND BOONDY. 

The produce of Me war, Kota, and Rcxmdy, 
the caflcrn parts of the dominions of Jypoor, 
and the dill:rifts poflelTed by the rajah of Ka- 
roolce, may be mentioned under the following 
heads r hordes, camels, and other cattle, but 
inferior to thofe produced in the more weftera 
countries; match locks, i words, cloth of a 
coarfe mamifafturc, wheat, rice, lugar, druna, 
barley, and all other Indian grain ; and though 
about fourteen or fifteen coll north of the city 
of Oudipoor fulphur islproduced, it is inferior 
to that which comes from Surat. 
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From the abundant pitxJutfion of thofe 
countries, a pcifon would naturally think the 
inhabitants were in want of lew importations ; 
but they arc extravagant in their mode of 
living, and fond of foreign luxuries. 

Their imports and exports correfpond with 
thofe of Jypoor; European and Pferftan ar¬ 
ticles come by the channels of Gujerath, Je* 
ielmerc, and Paw lee. From the Deckan, by 
way of Bapaul Sorongc, Udjeen, and En- 
dore, to Kota and Bed war a, in the Me war 
dirtrict* 

Tire Ghofleins of Nathdorah, a place twelve 
cofk north from the city of Oudipoor, carrv 
on a confidcrablc trade with the provinces of 
Gujerath* and Tatta, and with Bajepootana, 
Punjaub, and Hmdooftan. 

This trade confifb of pearls, precious Goners, 
arms, fhavvls, cloth of every fort, and in fhort 
the production of all nations that trade to 
India, Kota being in a central pofition, and 
the rajah a man of good character, is a place 


i. 


3*9 

of great trade, and ferns as a general tkpofif 
for merchandize. 


VI. JYPOOR, 

The Jypoor country producing in it ft If 
almoft every neceffary article, does not (land 
in fiich real want ot foreign commodities. 
The rajah is in part pofleflbrof Samlicr, which 
produces plenty of fait, as likewiie do the 
diftrifls of’ Senganah and Berath. To thefc 
may be added copper, mines, alum, blue 
Rone, and verdigrife. There are like wife in 
moR parts of Jypoor good cattle, though not 
in quality equal to thofe of Joudpoor. 

In all parts of the Jypoor dominions arc ma* 
Tjufa&ories of cloth, of fwords, and of match¬ 
locks. 

Its imports are, fine cloths, the tiflue ma¬ 
nufactures of Benares, and Rawls from Galh- 
mere. From Guzzerath and Tatta are fup- 
plied opium, lead, anti fhcct copper- horfes 
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and fruits from Peril a were formerly intro¬ 
duced by the route of Beykaneer, but at pre¬ 
terit the Karwans pais through Jetelmcrc, and 
Joudpoor. The court of Jypoor being /plcn- 
did and luxurious, fo is the confumption of 
the productions of other countries conficlerable. 
Tiiis encourages trade, and leads to an inter- 
courfe with all parts of India. 
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r J^’HE following profpedlus, drawn up about 
eleven years ago, when the compiler of 
thcle memoirs was employed on a furrey or¬ 
dered by government through the Dooab 
and the countries adjacent, will exhibit to the 
reader the outlines of a plan, the greater part 
of which is now, by God’s bleflmg, happily 
accomplished. 

It is here, therefore, that he wifhes to pay 
the tribute fb deferred!)* due to the memory of 
that illustrious luminary, the father of oriental 
literature, his honoured and revered, friend. 
Sir William Jones, whole kind encouragement 
firfl infpired the compiler with an ardour for 
eaftern literature, and whofe bright example 
and uncommon acquirements in every branch 
of polite learning, mult ever prove the bell 
and ftrongeft incentive to the exertions of 
Britifh youth. 
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PROSPECTUS. 

Having been appointed in 1/02 to accom¬ 
pany an efcort ordered to attend captain Rey¬ 
nolds, of the Bombay cftablifhment, on a Pur¬ 
vey through the Dooab and the adjoining 
countries, it appears to me, that in the couric 
of this expedition, much information may be 
gained on fubjecls not hitherto fufikaently 
invert! gated and developed; w hat I conceive to 
be mart ufcf'u! in the refearchcs above alluded 
to, may be reduced under the following heads: 

3 ft. The natural productions of the Dooab, 
with its commercial advantages, and a com¬ 
parative view of its former and prefent reve¬ 
nues, with as accurate a calculation of its in¬ 
habitants as can be procured. 

2nd, The places of note, and the monu¬ 
ments of MahomedaQ grandeur rtnee the con- 
quert of the Moguls. 
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3d. An account ot’ Cal pee and Etyah, and 
of the ini prove me tits that may be made in 
the inland commerce with the neighbouring 
countries, 

4th, The cities of Agra and Delhi, and 
their environs, not with (banding their p re Sent 
ruinous itate, will ncvcrthelds yield materials 
for many intend ling remarks. The hiftory 
of the revolutions at Delhi, and the unfortu¬ 
nate cataftrophc of the preient defendant of 
Time or, would, I ana perfuaded, be interdling 
to my countrymen at home, and great and 
accurate information on this fubjedt may be 
gained by pertonal cOnverfation with fcvcral 
of the a&ors in this revolution, who arc now 
Jiving at Delhi.* 

5th. The celebrated city of Mathura, and 
the plains of Bindrabund, prefent a field for 
the inveftigation of the ancient government 
of the Hindoos ; for, on this fpot, confe crated 
for ages by the Jiipcrftition of their anceftors, 
we may hope to find tbofc piimitivc manners 

* See the History of Shah A u Eum, and present work, 
z 
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and cuftoms ddtribcd in their Sanscrit manu- 
fcripts; and their religious opinions being 
clofeiy connected with their civil ordinations, 
we may be able to form a more correct idea 
of the fpirit of their ancient government. 

Gth, On the fouth and fouth-weft of the 
Jumna, the provinces of Boondeelcund, and 
GohutJ, which have lately been reduced by the 
Mahratta government, with refpeft to their fi- 
tuatinn towards the Vizier’s frontier, are objects 
of confequencc to the Britifh nation, and de¬ 
mand an attentive inveftigation. 

7tb. From the late fdeeeSes attendant on 
Seindiah s arms, we mult naturally conclude it 
lias been owing in a great degree to the atten¬ 
tion he has paid to the internal difcipline and 
economy of his military lyftem ; it is therefore 
my intention to obtain as cor reft information 
as I can of the lhatc of the Mfirhatta armies* 
together with an account of the Mahratta go- 
vernment.* 


The Lice miiha-njali Miuhjee Sdodblu 
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8th. I his nation, to ubfcure as hardly to be 
mentioned even as a tribe, at the beginning of 
the prefent century, have, within thefe laft thirty 
years, raifed thcmfelvcs in fuch reputation as 
not only to attract the notice, but excite the 
alarm of their neighbours on both Tides of their 
government. 

They polTefs the whole of the Punjaub, and 
it is very probable will one day or other have 
an eye to a participation of the Vizier's pro¬ 
vinces. I propolc, therefore, to obtain every 
poffihle information of their tribe, manners, 
cuftoms, and fpirit of government, and, ftiould 
we be able, to penetrate into the. Punjaub, to 
deferibe the face of that country, and the na¬ 
tural and commercial produftitins.* 

Oth. The defiderata of Major Kennel, which 
from a perufal of his moft excellent memoir I 


* See the History of Shah A ilium, and present work. 
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find to be, firft, the afeertaining the exigence 
of one of the grand defigns of the iimperor 
Ferote; which was, to have cut a canal from 
the Sutledgc to the Jumna, which would have 
opened a communication by water from Cabul 
to AJTam. Major Rennc! obferm, he takes it 
for granted this canal was never completed, as 
no farther intimation has been obtained on that 
head. The remains * of i'uch a magnificent 
work, if any {till exift, muft doubtlds be dit- 
covcrcd by an infpcction on the tpot- 

lGth. I have in my pofiefCon a hiitory ot 
the celebrated Timoor or Tamerlane, faid to 
be written by himfdf. This work contains 
the whole of Timoor’s expeditions, from an 
early period of his life until near his death. 
The Indian expedition in particular is detailed 
in a very accurate manner. 

nth. THE ALTARS OF ALEXANDER. 

L have been the more induced to preient to 
the public the above profpcclus, as an evidence 


* See the 14th chapter of the present work. 
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that the IciJurc allowed to officers in the hours 
of relaxation trom their profcffional duties, has 
not altogether been thrown away ; and alfo in 
the entertaining a confident hope that the ho¬ 
ned purfuit of laudable iludies will ever meet 
with public approbation and fupport. 
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General Statement of the Forces of federal of the 
Natives Princes and States in the ivfern 
Parts <f the Penitfufa. 


T 'lE prefent force of Dowlut How Scin- 
diah may be dated under the following 
beads. 


iff. Cavalry, Marhatta, and Hin- 
dooftany, including the cavalry Ration¬ 
ed with the different collectors that 
might be brought to aft in a war 20,000 
Ambajec’s cavalry in the diffrift of 
Gualior 4,000 

Mr. Perron might muster in Hin- 
dooffan, that is, Delhi. Agrab, Jauts, 

Bapoo Sc India, and Madhoo Row’s ca¬ 
valry, cxclufsve of Sciks or Rajcpoots 7,000 

Entire force of Scindiah’s cavalry 3 1 ,ooo 
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Sctttdiah's Infantry, 

2 d. The number of* battalions at prefrnt 
under the command oi Mr. Perron amount to 
forty ; each battalion generally con life of five 
hundred men, gunners and fighting men of 
every defeription included. Each battalion is 
provided with four field-pieces, a cmronade, 
or howitzer, and fame pieces of ordnance of 
large caliber, for the purpofc of throwing 
grape. 

A brigade confifts of eight battalions; it has 
generally a feparate park of ten pieces of artil¬ 
lery attached to it. This park is compofed of 
■battering guns and fpitrc field-pieces. 

The fhength of each brigade will confift as 
follows. 


Strength in officers and fighting 


men of every defeription 

4,150 

Pieces of artillery — 

SO 

Strength of five brigades 

20,750 

Pieces of artillery —* 

250 
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The remains of Colonel Fdofe’s bri¬ 
gade, fix battalions, men 3,000 

Ordnance -— — Go 

Five battalions of Col, John Heffing 2,fioo 
Ordnance — - — 30 

Ambajcc’s battalions may be com¬ 
puted at four hundred men each, of 
which he has fixteen battalions 6,-ioo 

His artillery is not regularly attach¬ 
ed to his battalions, and therefore often 
varies; but, generally fpcaking, may be 
computed at four pieces to each batta¬ 
lion *— — O'* 

The battering train like wife varies, 
but may be computed at pieces 20 

Total artillery of Ambajee’s pieces 94 

Begum Somroo* 

4 Five battalions of about fix hundred 
men each — — 3,000 

Pieces of artillery — - * 

Cavalry — — 150 

* 1 find by this, that the flitemcnt oF the Begum's force, 
si given in the History of blub Auluin, is partly uicorrcft. 

# 

* 


r 
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Bitpooh Scmdiak 


Has two battalions — 1,000 

Artillery pieces —* — 10 

Total force of Scindiah in cavalry 31,150 
Total force in infantry 3S,050 


Grand total infantry and cavalry 0 q,2 OO 


Grand total artillery ditto pieces 518 


REMARKS ST MR- THOMAS. 

* ft is proper to obferve, that Mr. Perron 
and Ambajec arc now levying troops, which 
may caufc a material error in this ftatenient a 
few months hence. Ambajec and Perron arc 
pofTefled of artillery cxdufive of the above- 
mentioned; and Scindiah, by the artillery 
taken from Holkar, is able to add confidently 
to his own part. 

Prefent ftatc of Scindiab’s infantry. They 
arc the worfi in India; arc not commanded by 


* This stJilctoc^t was made lEoz. 
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officers of experience, nor well armed, nor cor¬ 
dially attached tothcfcrvice of their matter; 
they are in arrears of pay, and would be del 
fc&tcd by a final 1 force ol regular diffciplined 
troops, with a few pieces of well ferved ar¬ 
tillery, 

Mr, Perron's infantry- are in appearance the 
beft troops belonging to Scindiah: they are 
under better fubordination to their officers, and 
are more regularly paid, armed, clothed, and 
difciplined* 

The troops of the late Colonel Feloffc and 
thole of Colonel Helling, ore equal to thole 
of Mr, Perron. 

Thofe of Begum Somroo arc in a Hate of 
infubordination, and mud no us. 

Thole of Amhajee and Bapoo Scindia do 
not deforve the name of troops; they are un- 
difoip lined and ill-armed. 

Their artillery is in general bad, and is 
frequently demounted of itfclf in the ufoal 
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courfe of firing in a field of buttle. Mr, 
T bo mas relates one inllancc where twenty-five 
pieces of cannon were rendered unfit for fer- 
vice, eight of which only were llruck by the 
enemy's foot. 

Farce cf AU Beharuhtr, 

Ali Bchaudur, the Mar ha tt a chief, who is 
in pofTcfilon of the open country, as like wife 
fevcral of the ftrotig holds in Boondeelcund, 
has four battalions, confuting of between fnc 
and fix thoufand infantry, fix or feven ttiou- 
ihnd cavalry, with forty or fifty pieces of ar¬ 
tillery, all of the very worft quality. The bat¬ 
talions, each about five hundred ftrong, arc 
without difciplinc, or military regulation of 
any kind, and may be confidcred as a rabble. 

The infantry confiib of Rohillas, Boondce- 
lahs, and Malwa Sebundys, who are armed 
with matchlocks. 

» 

Tlic cavalry confifts ol Marhatta Moofiu!- 
mins from Cuttair, (Rohilcurul) and from the 
Doo Ab, 
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The bcft troops in the imereti of this chief 
arc the cavalry of his aflbeiate Himmut Be¬ 
ll audur, the Ghoflecn; they are in number 
about two thoufand, and are chofen men. 

Himmut Behaudur has like wife a body of 
infantry, amounting to about three thoufand. 
We may therefore compute the colie tied force 
of Ali Behaudur at twenty-one thou fund, 
chiefly rabble, and incapable, fays Mr, Thomas, 
of oppofmg a regular and difeipiined force, 
though far inferior in point of numbers. 

At the head of this rabble, thefe chiefs keep 
pofTeflion of a country capable of yielding a 
revenue of one crorc of rupees. 


Detail of the force of Ali Bebaudur ; 


four battalions, men — 

2,000 

Irregular infantry ditto 

6,000 

Cavalry — — 

7,000 

Artillery — — 

50 
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Force of IFtmmut BehanJur. 
(In the fcrvice of Ali Bchaudur.) 


Irregular infantry — — 3,000 

Cavalry ■—• — —* 3,000 

Artillery pieces — — 20 

Combined force of Ali Bchaudur and Him mu t 
Bchaudur, 

Cavalry — — 9,000 

Infantry, — — 11,000 

To which may be added infantry 
attached to the guns — — i ,ooo 


Grand total, men 21,000 
Pieces of artillery — — 7° 


Prefeni Force of KnJIi't lioix: HoJkar, and 
'Jfjivuut Raw Holkan 
The cavalry of thefc two chiefs may be 
computed at thirty thoufand, cxeluiive of the 
Pindarics or irregular horfe. In this llate- 
ment, made from information received from 
writers and foldicrs m their icrvicc, who feb 
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dom fail to add to the number, there may pro¬ 
bably be fome error. But it is certain that 
JeflVunt Row Holkar is actually at the liead of 
a body of cavalry- amounting to twenty thou¬ 
sand men ; Kafhi Row Holkar has from lour 
to five thoufand cavalry at Indore, his capital; 
to which, if the cavalry of Ameer Khaim, a tri¬ 
butary, be added, as like wife that under the 
different collect ora, the number will amount 
in the aggregate to thirty thousand, Thefc 
chiefs occasionally receive the aid of from fix 
to rent ho ufa ml Pindarics, a banditti who Jay 
wafle the countries through which they pafs, 
by predatory warfare, 

i-We in Infantry, 

Confifting of eight battalions com¬ 
puted at four hundred men per bat¬ 
talion, — —* 3,200 

Artillery men, — Goo 

Rohillas, — — 1 o,ooo 


Total inhmtry 13,800 


Artillery pieces 


50 
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Holkar’s cavalry arc fupcrior to thofc of 
Sdndiab, being better officered, and more 
corrdpoudent with the real Mahratta cuftom 
of predatory warfare. 

The infantry (obferves Mr. Thomas) arc 
very bad. They are ill paid, badly officered, 
and without fubordi nation; undifriplincd, nor 
can they make ufc of their arms in aftion. 

The R ohilbs in Holkar s fcn icc arc a faith- 

left rabble, who will ftand true only as long as 

they find it their inter eft; they arc always 

ready to leave or min him, if not regularly 

paid; or when expected to move again If an 

enemy of fupcrior force; or if by any means 

they Ihould have accumulated money, 

% 

Detailed Statement of the coihcfed Force of Kaflti 

Bow Hdkar, and Jejfwunt Row Holkar. 

Cavalry, — — 3o,ooo 

Pindarics or Loo ties, mounted on 
fmall horfes, — — 10,000 


Total cavalry, 40,oao 



568 
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Infantry. 

* 

Eight battalions at four hundred men 


each, -— 

Artillery men, &c. 
Rohilias, — 


3,200 
600 
1 0,000 


Total infantry, 13,too 


Artillery pieces, 

"it«I ; 

» 


60 


Grand total, 63,800 
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A general. AhfraPl of the Countries, and their In¬ 
habitants ht the north - we/t parts of the Perri#*- 
fila qf Hin daft an ; t eith the Difance of the 
capita} Cities /row Delhi in Briiijh Milts . 

I ft, r l IIE Punjnab or country of the Sciks, is 
■i compofed of the province of Lahore, 
and the chukla or divifion called Sirhind. The 
inhabitants in general arc Seiks, though the 
cultivators of tlte foil are many of them Jauts. 

force. Cavalry Go.ooo. Artillery 40 pieces. 
Infantry 3 , 000 , Revenue 5 crorcs. 

Capital, Lahore, N. W. by N. three hun¬ 
dred miles. 


A a 
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2d. The Hurrianah country is included in 
the Sirkar ofHiilar; it is called in the map the 
LciTcr lialoochifUun. The inhabitants arc 
chiefly Jauts, with the exception of a few 
Rajepoot, and Rutigur villages, which laft ap¬ 
pellation is given to fuch of the Rajepoots who 
have embraced the Mahomedan religion. 
Docs not Rungur imply coloured, or Rained, 
or of mixed blood ? 

Capital, Hjflar, W. N. W. one hundred 
and eight miles, 

3d. The country called Tahneflar confifta 
of the vveftem parts of Tahneflar, Kcmaul, 
Kytbul, Panniput, Sefecdoo, Jdnd, Kofohan, 
and Dehatamt. The inhabitants arc chiefly 
Jauts, though fomc have become Seiks, and a 
few arc Rajepoots, but of a low caft. 

No particular capital, 

-4th. The Battee country; the chiefs of 
which are Rajepoot Mooflulmans; the com¬ 
mon people are Jauts who have become Moof- 
1 Li]mans, and the cultivators of the foil are 
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termed Kyis, and arc a peaceable inoifenfive 
race. 


Capital, Batnicr. W, N, W, two hundred 
and nineteen miles. 


5th, Beykanccr is governed by Rathorc Ra~ 
jepoots ; the cultivators are Jauts. 

Force. Cavalry 2,000- Artillery 30 pieces. 

Infantry 3,000. Revenue 5 lacks. 

Capital, Beykanccr. 

Cth. The Jypoor country is governed by 
Rajtpoots of the Kutchwa tribe; the culti¬ 
vators arc Jauts, Bremins and Mecnas, 

Cavalry 3o,ooo. Artillery 40 pieces. 

Infantry 10 , 000 . Revenue CO lacks. 

Capital Jypoor or Jynaghwr, S. V*'. one 
hundred and fifty miles. 

Tib The Row Rajah is a Rathorc Rajepoot; 
a a 2 
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the cultivators of his country arc Jauts Mcw- 
iittoj and Aliccrs, a lavage tribe, approaching 
in their manners to the Jauts, 

Cavalry ! ,500. Artillery l fi pieces- 

Infantry 2,000. Revenue 0 lacks. 

Capital Ahvur,* S. W. by S, go miles. 

* This place, die fort of which is situated on tie sum- 
liiit of a high lilllj is thus described in a work published 
wroc year* since by Elias Hitiesci, but better known to the 
English reader Under the name of Count Gika. fl The 
11 emperors hud likewise kept Aloor, a country very fertile 
fi in mines, and not at a great distance from Mattra* On 
“ fhmt mountains there Ls another distinct nation called 
** Mina* whose most splendid quality is that they excel all 
M others in stealing, and ivc are assured that they are the 
'* most dexterous pilferers of India* They arc capable of 
11 carrying off a horse or a prisoner from the most vigilant 
15 guard. All these countries produce infinite quantities 
41 uf cattle, in winch their principal trade consists. 

il 1 he richest* mo if agreeable, and most commodious 
fl place in those part, U the plain or valley of Tannagaii, 
41 two leagues in length and one in breadth, which contains 
11 now seventeen mines that arc opened, and as they ore 
** well explored, they may be reckoned to produce a erore 
11 of rupees annually* The province of Atyur b dependant 
11 on Jypoor, or should be- It \% in general as fertile in 
(r mines as the other, and is rich; but the little province 
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8 th. Joudpoor, w’hofe ruler is called the 
Bhathorc Rajah and Mar war Rajah, He is a 


« of Tannagasi, which Is, subject to Aloir, Is really the 
11 moat substantial part. Tannagasi lies at only four days 
« small journies from Maltra, The capital and only town 
« bears the same name. It i* pretty large, trades consi- 
“ durably, anti is situated at the foot of a mountain, on 
« which there is a fort, with some pieces of artillery. In 
« i-So and r “Ef, a Frenchman commanding the artillery 
of Nadjtfkaii .undermined this garrison but it suxrcn- 
“ dered before the mine was sprung. 

“ Jf the English chose to seise on Aloar and Tannagasi, 
« their army, which 1 suppose to be encamped at Mittra, 
« (jiust march to Decg in - single day. Proceeding thence 
“ they should leave Atoi ten English miles to the right; 
« t hcy would find no opposition hitherto. It U only at 
« Sat mi n Gluir that we find a fort, which commands the 
<« plain that leads to a pass on ihc road to Tannagasi. At 
« t hat pass there is another small Fort, and both together 
*< CO uM hoe hold out twenty-four hours against an attack 
« i n form. Tinrugad is the terrestrial paradise of chat 
« country: It is there that decent employment would be 
« found for two hundred individuals of the English nation; 
a and, aided by two battalions, they would be enabled to 
« explore peaceably all its mines, and make them produce 
« s i x ty lades of rupees, dear of all espence*, in each year: 
« but in the case two redoubts should be constructed on 
*f c he two banks of the Jumna to protect the passage-bouts 
i* for merchandize and minerals, they might scud from 
« Tannagasi, escorted by a company of the battalions that 
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Rhathore Rajepoot of the purefL and mofr an¬ 
cient blood of the Rajepoots, The cultivators 
are Jauts, 

Cavalry 27 , 000 . Artillery 30 pieces. 

Infantry 3,000. Revenue 20 lacks. 

Capital Joudpoor, S.W, by W. 35o miles, 

gth. Karo lee, whole Rajah Is of the tribe of 
Rajepoot, called Jadoo. The cultivators arc 
Jaute, Bramins, and Meenas. 

Cavalry 6,000. Artillery 12 pieces. 

Infantry 2,000. Revenue 5 lacks, 

Capital Karolee, luuth 1 -10 miles. 

10th, The Kifhen Chur Rajah is of the 
tribe of Khathore Rajepooti, The cultivators 
are Jauts. \- 

** would be stationed there. From Mattra the goods might 
" pass on to Putty Ghur, or some other place 00 the 
14 Ganges, to be sent thence to a greater distance. The 
** navigation of the Jumna as far as Allahabad might be 

4 4 attempted,’'-See Objects interesting to the English 

Nation, Yoj, ii, page tig and 114, Calcutta edition. A, D. 
I 7P3’ 
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Capital Kiihcn Ghur, S. W, by W. 200 
miles, 

] j th. Oudipoor or Me war, vrhofe ruler is 
called like wife the Ranah ot Chittore, from 
the celebrated fort of that name Ikuated with 
in his dominions. Consult Colonel Dow’s 
Hiftory of Hindooftan, This prince is alfa 
called Urfee Rannah, which was afTumed by 
one of bis anccftors, and adopted by his fuc- 
ccffors. He is of the tribe called Sefodiah. 
The cultivators of Oudipoor are compofed of 
Rajepoots, Jauts, B rami ns, and Beib. 

Cavalry 12,000 

Infantry 0,ooo 

Capital Oudipoor, S. W. 350 miles., 

1 2th. The principalities of Kota and Boon- 
dee, whofc chiefs are of the Chohan tribe, and 
arc like wife denominated Addah Rajepoots. 
The cultivators are Rajepoots, Jauts, B ram ins, 

Beds, and other dalles. 

. * 

Force. Infantry 2,000 
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Cavalry 

Artillery 

Revenue 


3,000 


20 pieces, 
30 lacks. 


Capital Kota and Boondcc, S. W. 2S0milcs, 

13th. The Burtpoor Rajah is a Jaut, the 
cultivators arc chiefly Jauts.*. 

* 

Force, Cavalry ] ? ooo 


Infantry 2yOOO 
Artillery 20 pieces, 

Revenue I 5 lacks* 


Capital Burtpoarj fuuth loo miles* 

# Of this finguter tribe, die ingenious author of Objcfhs 
interesting to the English Nation thus remarks :— M The 
fi Jades derive their origin from a Angle head of a family* 
w whose name was Jsam-gee $ he had thirty-four children, 
41 who gave him many grand-children, who all respected 
fi him as their father and prince The eldest of the 
K mily in direct line has always hern acknowledged aa 
if Ram-gee himself; they were cultivators | thence their 
ft attachment to agriculture. They remained in obscurity 
4i until the fall of the Mogul empire ; they have seized on 
ef Agra, and attended their power as far as Sirenj on the 
(l road io Lahore* Their chiefs resided at Agra with the 
41 title of Rajah's* the first of (hem that acquired re pu- 
11 uuon was named Jodm Sing | hi$ successor's munt was 
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« Creten Sing, and that of the last chief wa Naval Sing. 
« Since this nation has been defeated by Nadjuf Khan, 
« it has Fallen into contempt and oblivion for they 
« have loft their conquests, and arc now confined 
« to Burt poor, which is the capital of their little 
<s country but it is very strong, its ditches are of a 
« breadth more than is usual elsewhere, they arc fifty-iii 
“ feet tluep, and arc always filled with water that comes 
from a perennial spring, Their present chief, who now 
« retains the title of Rajjh, is called RengitShtg, who is 
« nl the same time the chiefof iheir religion, which is that 

i> of the Hindoos.’*-See Objects interesting to the 

JLnglhh Nation, vol- ii, p< lio ami tzi. 


r 
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CONCLUSION* 

IN the force above detailed* a flatemerit of 
the militia of the country is not included ; their 
numbers are confiderable, and they in fact 
conftitutc the chief fupport of their refpeftive 
ilatcs. 

Under the head revenue, that which is paid 
into the treasury of each prince is here defig- 
nated; the revenue arifing from lands granted 
to the different chiefs in Jaiedad, is not in¬ 
cluded in any ftatc, excepting in thePunjaub, 
as more fully explained in our account of that 
country* 

By the artillery here mentioned, is only 
meant what is capable of being brought into 
the field* few of which arc in good order; fome 
of the chiefs have a numerous artillery in their 
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forts, to which however they pay but little 
attention, 

Conftdertng the furprifmg fertility of foil, the 
abundance of all things ncccffary for the fupport 
of the inhabitants, and the internal riches of 
theft countries, and their capability of improve¬ 
ment, as well in regard to commercial as po¬ 
litical relations, it is matter of no fraall fur- 
prife to think they ftiould for fo long a time 
have remained alrooft unknown to the British 
notion in India; and that, after being fovc- 
rc:gns of fo confidcrable a part of this extern- 
five empire, we fliould now, for the firit time, 
receive information, that the faireft part of the 
country is yet unknown to us. 

This however is the fad, and it would ap¬ 
pear that Great Britain might derive coniidcr- 
able advantages from a elder alliance and 
more intimate acquaintance with the coun¬ 
tries in the interior parts ot India j and more 
cfpechlly with the Rajepoot (bites, Th-ic 
countries, as well from the advantages ot na¬ 
tural fituation as from their immenfe internal 
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rcfourccs, would he able to form the frrongeft 
barrier agaiuft the entrance of our political 
rivals, the French, to the central parts of the 
peninfuia, whenever a renewal of hoflilities 
may induce the attempt. 


( ) 




POSTSCRIPT. 


The compiler of thefi Memoirs hits particular 
pleafure in delivering So his readers a letter 
lately received from an Officer of rank in the 
fervice ofSrindiah, refpedlmg Mr. Thomas's 
character, and which comes in a manner 
more peculiarly appropriate, as being the 
genuine ejftijions of a liberal mind, and the 
honourable tejlhmny of a gentleman who, 
though an enemy from necejfity, has, for 
the fake of jtlJUcc alone, paid the tribute 
which he thought due to Mr. Thomas's 
merits as a man and a foldter. 

Dear Sir, 

I AM happy to loam, from the public 
prints, that wc arc Toon to have the pleafure 
of a Hfe of the late George Thomas, from 
your pen ; as he was a ilngular character, 
which defer ves to be reieued irom oblivionr 
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and as I ivas intimately acquainted with him, 
and was prin*tipally employed by General 
Perron, to perfuade him to enter with his 
troops into the fervicc of Scindia. Moreover 
being concerned in arranging the capitulation 
of I knit, after he had the misfortune to loft 
his armv, and in conducting him to the 
British frontier; if you think ! can iupply 
anv fluffs, or offer any materials which might 
elucidate or add to the work, I fhall be not 
only happy, but proud to contribute all in my 
power. 

1 had a fincerc refpeft for his character; I 
regretted his misfortunes, and l did all in my 
power to obviate those misfortunes by my ad¬ 
vice and my conduct; all my influence with 
General Perron was exerted to ferve him, and 
I did every thing in my power to meliorate the 
ft verity of bis misfortunes, after he had been 
unfortunate from the doubtful event of war; 
and f fhould be happy if I could afford the 
fm a tic ft matter towards the record of his kmc. 
With feme oddities, and many fi regularities, 
he was an uncommon character; and his ex¬ 
ertion towards flat ion, power, riches, and 
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glory, were ft HI more uncommon; he was 
uncommonly ambitious, which was the prin¬ 
cipal eaufe that led to his ruin ; he would be 
all or nothing. To ferve under the orders of 
another was an inglorious dependence, in his 
eftimation of things ; and the diffraction 
which then prevailed in Scindiah's govern¬ 
ment, offered an enticing field to difplay his 
courage and his abilities; for courage he pof- 
fdlcd in an eminent degree; and he certainly 
had abilities, if a clear head, a fblid judgment, 
and acute difeemment, may be called bv that 
name. Hoping you will pardon this intuition, 
and view it in the light in which it is intend¬ 
ed, to add my mite to tranfmit the name of 
George Thomas to poftemy, fuller me to re¬ 
main with efteem, 

Dear Sir, 

Your moft obedient lervant, 

LEWIS F. SMITH. 

• « 

Bttrhanpore, 

1 8 fit July, 1 SO 3-. 
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The Works, principally Oriental, of Sir William Joses, 
elegantly primed in 3 large volumes, royal qto. with nume¬ 
rous phtes, price 13L 13s, in be ards. 

A Journal of the Forces which vailed on a secret expe¬ 
dition, Kill 1 heir arrival at Minorca; and continued, through 
all the subsequent Transacifons of the Army, under the 
command of General Sir Ralph Abereromby, in the Me* 
dicei raneaii ami Egypt \ and the latter Operations of Ge¬ 
neral Lord Hutchinson, to the .Surrender of Alexandria; 
with a particular Account ofMalta* By JEhejj Asdersos, 
Lieut* 46th regiment* In one vpl* 4to. with nine very 
large and beautiful places, price il. 2 % 

Remarks on the Formation, Disci pi inr* and Economy of 
Armies* By Robert Jackson, Esq* to one volume, 4C0* 
price tL is* 

A Description of Prince of Wales Island, in the Straits 
of Malacca, with the real and probable Advantages to 
recommend it as a Marine Establishment. By Sir Home 
For ham, price as . 

The Field of Mars 5 being an alphabetical digestion of 
the principal Naval and Military Engagements in Europe, 
Asia, Africa, anti America, to the peace of iSof- In 2 
large voSumcs, 4E0* with 71 maps, plans, and views, price. 
i 1 - 3*- 


Books published by John Sieckdafc. 

The New Annual Rubier, or Repository of History, 
Politics, and Literature, from 1780 to 1803, in 24 volt, 
price 1 aL 12** half bound. The continuation will he regu¬ 
larly published from year to year. 

The New Cyclopi-dh, or Universal Dictionary of Arts 
and Sciences, upon an enlarged plan. By Dr. Rtfs, 
Parts 1 to X (to be continued every two nioilths) are al¬ 
ready published, illustrated with the richest and moat 
beautiful engravings ever contained in such a work5 in 4to. 
price IBs. each part, or on royal paper, with proof plates, 
ll. 16s. 

The Parliamentary Register, &e, 1743 to 1805, 10S roU, 
price, half bound, 77I. o r elegantly calf gilt, 87], ifit, Q± 


T. Gillci, Priutcr, Sinibory-F^tiJTci 
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